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ABSTRACT
The study investigated the current trends of examination malpractices among
senior highssehoolssin:Ne ben Municipal Assembly in the ern Region
of Gha _persons involved eir
-
i

involve ain_effective strategie urbing the menace. A -

descript d.-The population of the study consisted of &

senior d students in New Juabe Mnicipal. S

random ; d Or th
structur
reliabili istic.for the students’ questionnaire. The teachers’ questionnaire

yielded ¢

through sc

examinatio

have no influence on students’ choices about the best strategies for curbing

examination malpractices.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

African Examinations -

| Commented [EA3]: appeared too early. This part
introduces the whole of the thesis

| Commented [EA4]: not a good reason for a study or
statement of a problem. why this study? what is the level of
exam malpractice globally and in Africa and then ghana?
what is its impact on students’ learning and abilities? Etc...

Educati

on is ‘growinﬁ in every part of the globe today. The role of
education in transforming societies and improving the general wellbeing of

individuals cannot be overemphasized. As a result, most countries across the
L3

world put premium and huge budgets on education. In Ghana, successive

governments have attempted to improve the standard of living of their populist

Digitized by Sam Jonah Library



© University of Cape Coast https://ir.ucc.edu.gh/xmlui

through education. As such, numerous intervention projects and resources are

channeled towards improving the standards of education year in and year out,

and most importantly, increasing acee ducation is being appreciated than ,//[ Commented [EA5]: Provide sources to avoid plagiarism...

ever be lay, education is gea at are
pT o
.

long-lif ms at preparing individuals to become well-rounded and

engagec

,,//[ Commented [EA6]: what? avaoid dangling modifiers? ]

is an essential process, through which individuals

groome ' ro e process of
learners
acquire the.needed Kills, attitudes and knowledge that is useful in the world of

work (A

place pre

children.
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The vital role played by education in an individual’s life, therefore,

suggests that the various structures and systems put in place to ensure effective

management.of an.education amiis paramount:One-of- the:maio

of eve onal system is examination. been an [ Commented [EA7]: source?

integral every educational syste ss the world for centuries -

(Chinya Mandiudza, 2013).

Chinyani et al. (2013), examinations pIy a critical [ Commented [EA8]: check APA

especia 3 although it

challeng

as far b ncient Chinese during the rule of Great Shun, the emperor.

The emp]
or termina
have sinc

performance

examinations, the

examinations at all cost.

|Chinyani et al. (2013D opine can countries, one’s ///[ Commented [EA9]: be consistent

ability to passing a test or examination serves as a gateway to many prospects
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in the individual’s life. In Ghana, it is not uncommon to hear students and
parents alike trivializing the purpose of education to passing an examination.
One’s abili

pass ex ns-is.recognized a: an usin

knowlec blems in everyday life. ana, it is not surpri ng to -

see a Be gy students not progressing from Junior Hig

School because even though he or sh can prac

craft wi e age to produ
involve

he/she could:not-pass.examination.

according'to Chinyani et al
at all cost.

acts that are‘inappro

stipulated time. Examinations serves as a way our knowledge and

ability, be it in a written, oral, and other assessment forms in order for the
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institution to ascertain how well students are performing and their readiness to

fit into the world of work.

examing 1en students are pu ass. This
-
usually nts cheating and engag er inappropriate means, -

otherwi 1-malpractice, to pass the exam at all cos

S

Accord ny unacceptable act by an e aminee that unf

places e establishet

regulati

reiterate, Adeoye:(2010) posits that examination malpractice refers to all kinds

of chea
students. It includes direct and ions by students that te

results wh

malpractices. It includes the popular “giraffing® style, where examinees stretch

their necks to copy other examinees answers, directly communicating orally
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with others in the course of the examination, exchanging papers, entering exams

halls with mobile phones, notes or textbooks or copying on sheets of papers

T P 1

popular

handke n some other insta d paid to
=

aidinc sphere for the examinees unicate their answers, -

in other natio 018).

nd Gandonu (2010), in some instances, a.r

organiz ‘ as stit m.e

bodies t

safekeeping.of-examination question papers. Annan (2005) writes that some go
tothee ‘ :

for him/

o)

,//[ Commented [EA10]: why this very old source?

...... W
persist

e code of ethics

governing examinations. Further, the fear of repeating the course and possibly
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not being able to pursue higher academic qualifications encouraged students to

cheat.

grades g 3in reas gher

grades es urges them to engage

in malp aled by the research include laziness ¢

unwilli ack of proper ethical and moral standard:

o

dislike

(1968), they-enumerate the following as some of the factors that contribute to
examina

relevance of tests, difficulty , and quality of teachi 0

factors sti

G Yearly reports on examination malpractices by West African 4

Examinations Council (WA%E) indicate that the phenomenon persists and ison
S e
the rise. The m aior national examinations conducted bz WAEC, namely, Basic

Educatlon Certificate Examination (BECE), Advanced Business Certificate .

I il
Examination (G/ABCE) and West Africa Senior Secondary School Certificate

Examination (WASSCE)

//[ Commented [EA11]: sources?

reports on malpractices over

examination malpractices continue to ations in Ghana.
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Table 1: Examination Malpractices in BECE, G/ABCE and WASSCE

from 2015-2018

Examination

T
- Candidate 15,998
——

BECE -
involved 0.31% % 3.38% 14%

754 14229 13,79 9
476% 526%  477% 7.1
1 % S

59

‘Candidates 9
G/ABC '

Source:

,//[ Commented [EA12]: how many? be specific

ave failed to deter students from
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According to Haines, Diekhoff, LaBeff, and Clark (1986), most of the
researches into examination malpractices have been in diverse forms. This is

mainly because students who are likely to che e-of different-ch

Haines ¢ e that the gender o ance

some of the determinants -

class po ndents’ test anxie

which "

s-to-indulge in malpractices. Moreover, mo

educatic pay.enough attention to_issues of malpra

leaningsfrom above, it is clear that critical attention must be given to

mostly

that can

this|phenomenon | commented [EA13]: check us if appropriate

causes, its

Statement o

and the candidates

orces to acquire question p

hours before writing those pap N= ﬂ g i. ‘g

WAEC officials, examination supervisors and-invigila openly indulge in

malpractices of various forms. Folson and Awuah further opine that the whole
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malpractice syndrome in the BECE revolves around two major cartels which

they describe as “first-sourced” and “second-sourced” cartels. First-sourced

cartels elaim=\WA TP T PR U S A

examing estions, The questio ourced
-‘- - '
cartels he questions to interested. . - -

-in research conducted to assess th

interve akeholders preferred in _curbing examing

oy .

malprac : Region of

examing

malpractic esconcluded that poor teaching by teachers and insufficient

teaching

adzie (2015), he indicate ajority e ted [EA14]: spelling ]

|unfav0urab|el."ll' he stakeholders believed that malﬁractices gst be seen as a

F___9

crime that needs to be combated. Also, Achio, Ameko, Kutsanedzie, Alhassan
F 4 -— i T

and Ganaa (2012) state that majority of students of Accra Polytechnic have

of educat

—— /{ Commented [EA15]: Add your voice to what literature }
says

been involved in one form of examination malpractice or the other. The

[ Commented [EA16]: too short ]

to say that most of the students confessed that examination malpractice is bad. |

overcome the structu

and Adie (2016) opine tha
consequences on both education and the

year out, WAEC’s reports on examination malpractices show that the number

10
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of candidates involved in malpractices keeps increasing. Table 2 shows the

current state of malpractices in West Africa Senior Secondary School

Certificate Examination (WA in Ghanafrom-20 PP

-,
— .

Table 2: [Examination Malpractices in WASSCE 1fr'0£n 2015 - 2018 //

Commented [EA17]: check with the APA for presentation
of Tables

20 2016

ne ov/Dec May/June  No
1 % o

123,017

Candidate

involved

Number sat

data as show 2perally indicates the ‘ and
practices | th

the Ma ‘3,, ov/Dec., there . It further

shows that _? D 7,741 candidate e examin

May/June, 12,75/ can : outing 4.76% were invol
forms of malpractices. The nu 8, there
were 22,391 candidates involved ” g B ! 5 andidates
who sat for the examination. This clearly shows that malpractices in WASSCE
in Ghana are major problems and strategies adopted to combat the practice have

11
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not been effective. According to WAEC-Ghana’s report on examination
malpractices in WASSCE (2018), the increase in malpractices is large as a result

of the use.ofInformation

platfor -according to the rep 0 control
the spre estions to other parts o ountry. The report for the -

past fo sion detected in scripts and in objective te

contrib he malpractices recorded. This is as a re

S

most ca tions before sitting fc
And thi

malprac

number of

representi

use of technalogy 2

malpractice.

12
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This situation of the continuous increase in examination malpractice in

the WASSCE over the years clearly suggests that the strategies that have been

adopted;to.comb

raises q NE [ rends in examination . ///[Commented [EA18]: what do you want to say here? J
malpractices amoni senior hiih schools in Ghana and in particular Eastern

Region and the strategies that can best address‘tllje ]igsue. It is therefore
imperative to turn attention to findinnl; out the new ways that individuals are

& e
adopting. Answers to these questions are not readily available in the Ghanaian

school sistem. Therefore, this study seeks to investii)ate the current trends of

examination malpractices and find empirically supported answers to these

questions which constitute the problem that this study is designed to address. L | Commented [EA19]: what then is the problem? why this
study? how different is your study from the others? what do
you intend to add to knowledge in this domain and
measurement as a whole?

13
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4. examine the strategies| perceived to be effective for minimising

examination malpractice in senior high schools in New Juaben

|.TIT-‘
1S
objectives of this study esearch questions were -

examination malpractices among senio
| W, e T

e E Req| OT

2

hools in New Juaben Municipal in the Eastern Region of

3. persons’ engaging ation

///[ Commented [EA20]: how???

,//[ Commented [EA21]: what are you looking for?

///[ Cc ted [EA22]: how do you measure this?

Hypothes g

Ho: Ther 1‘-"};1 icant difference’in

students i @g rategies

examination

Hi: There is a significant diffe N‘ cj E i s emale
students on the perceived strategies that a ve for minimising

examination malpractice.

14
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Hypothesis 2

Ho: There is no significant difference in mean ratings between public senior

that are effective fo e.
- -
nt difference in mean ra ween public senior high -

igh school students on the perceived strategie

imising examination malpractice.

S

Signific

of high signifieance.in that it will help the following categories of people in the

followi

;
m.the study

ons in aiding

organising and supervising examina will b mensely from this

study as it will help keep them informed on the recent forms of examination

15
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malpractices practiced by students, the individuals involved, its implications
and the strategies that can be employed to combat the menace. Notable of

these horitie ill be WA

Ass (NaCCA).
4. The he government will be & beneficiary of this study. -

The e government to see reasons why malpractice

S

sho parest minimum if not eliminated to ensure

onl e of work. Einding

the

that on ained_and qualified teachers and examination officers with

integ
5. The society/parents:
socie

and wards a

E nd, parents

of Ghana (WAEC, 2018). However, th udy-will“ifocus on New Juaben

Municipal in the Eastern Region bf Ghana. This is because, according to WAEC [ Ce ted [EA24]: why?

16
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(2018) Eastern Region recorded the third-highest malpractice incidence making

it a good area for the study. A study of this nature can be conducted across the

entire nation-but.due-to-resource constraintsisuch-as-funding-and-personne | commented [EA25]: what are they?

decided t one egion.
Limita : -

e design for this study, responden

acted i 5 is because, survey design possesses the
i % S

prot ,///[ Commented [EA26]: any evidence?

of dema Jol a fashion th:
idea of

them.

Definiti

to any careless and an U

17
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CHAPTER TWO

am)irvl_at)'d/

ew Juaben Municipal in the

a. Chapter one lboked at the background

purpose: of the stud. ﬁre-_r_ése

iterature to the 0 review relatec

. Validity
5. Test score inflation

6. High stakes examinations

18
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EmpiricaliRevi

1. e of examinatio
\ —-_—

2. ination malpractices.
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~

alpractices among senior high schools i

7. Gender and Examinatio
Theoretice

Self-efficac

remain committed to accomplishing it.

accomplish.

ely to initiate

npediments to the

successful completion of the tasks, they elevate their efforts and persevere until

19
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the tasks are completed. Bandura (1994) reiterates that efficacious people
approach intimidating circumstances with self-confidence that they can control.

he it ol o rancovan

their se

efficacy. They cha utting in
e
adequat pleting

e tasks. The idating circumstances -

with the ) take hold over the situation. Possessing th

attitude of depression and lessen stress as well.
i at,

undertal

efficacy and.doubt.their capabilities. They shun these tasks upon their own
weaknes :

succeeding. [They quickly lose trust in their competenmes and abandon these

tasks in the face of challenﬁes or fallure because they con3|der unsatisfacto

performance as week ablllt‘ and as a result would not need to fall severally fo

F._._ 9
them to lose confidence in their abilities. Attitudes such as these lead to risk of

difficult assignments. They quickiy abando

with challenges in their studies. They are therefore likely to engage in

20

- | Commented [EA27]: what is your position on what the

literature says?
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examination malpractices to complement their inefficiencies and poor learning
habits. It is therefore imperative for all students to develop high self-efficacy

believes in-order-make them-willing-to-persevere even in timesof diffic

their s hereby staying a es in
"5
examing |

Sources

self-efficacy beliefs, Bandura propounds

sources pe 2,
verbal p

Maste

By enduring difficult challenges, they con

or challenge. Offering avenues for students to achieve mastery in mathematics

21
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is the purpose for offering practice exercises. As the students continuously solve
more examples they become proficient and increase their self-efficacy.

are taug gh-constant and ac de
-
- .
themsel fore approach their exa ith the conviction that -
they wi avoid all forms of examination malpractice

Vicario

individ

and reinforcinggself-efficacy. In other words, the tendency of an individual

believin
| under similar circums eople
usually log

qualities that

onclude, it is‘true to say that

€ imperative (o ,//[ Commented [EA28]: how does this relate to your work?

‘?@

22
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Verbal Persuasion
The next element influencing self-efficacy believes is verbal persuasion.

Individ ho-are persuaded verb hat thov hava what i e tn

accomp Sk su essfully, tenc d sustain
their effi ng the task to a successft Bandura, 1997). Bandura -

reiterate 1-boosts one’s self-efficacy and leads th

individ succe On the contral indiduals wh

made ta 0S ive
event 0
nary;.Bandura is saying that students should be encouraged by

reassuri

astery experiences,

vicarious experiences, verbal persuasions and somatic and emotional states.

23
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This theory helps us to understand that students’ success in their

performances is due to the level of motivation and willingness on the part of the

students-to-engage-and-interact with-a given Acenrdinataol-omic and

Mistele d in-Loo and Umerous
-
researc n-have_established tha positive relationship -

betwee and-their self-efficacy beliefs. As. Band

(1997) to which one believes in himself can dete
if the in | of energy that will
the exte

conclusion.Thissmeans the level of a student’s self-efficacy will determine how

much he

how he approaches the examina

If

examinations because

fail.

believe that they have what it takes to pass their examination, it will boost their

24
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self-efficacy, hence they are motivated to prepare well for their examination.
They are then most likely to stay away from all acts of examination

malpractice

it all, students w igh self-
- g
esteem dura, 1997). Such student: en to commence a given -

task, wi rt; and persist in their quest to completing th

task in @ ;. Students with high self-efficacy tend to pre

well fo ‘ v y o
malprac
self-confidence h students are likely to engage in all forms of malpractices

in order

they are lik

write their exa

that expectancies for success are an individua about how best an

impending task will be performed either presently or sometime later. As

25
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individuals, our expectations and the expectations of others from us to be
successful propel us to take up difficult tasks and persevere till they are
success ished. Atkinson (1964
success npleting a task or fa ely to be
-
B

associat hat are considered as ple with a wide-ranging

motivat s-better accomplishments (Shechter, Durik

-

Miyamc iewi 011). Expectancies and values

conside ] ] 4 -hoi
the perf
(Eccles & Wi d,.2002). They contend that a person’s preference of task,
resolve, | :
to which they will perform the ow much they chei’is
In »

the entire ca

e W :
aracteristics

icular task is .

between studying hard and preparing well"fc amination and engaging in

malpractices to pass.

26
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Besides, the value and possibility of achievement of numerous choices
are important factors of choice (Eccles & Wigfield, 2002). The value attached
to attaining.a:\ WA

means t heir-examination. ason for
= ’
- :
students n examination malprac I the continuous existence -

of the —"

high expectations of succeeding in WASSCE

the val 0t he Dortuni

academ

negative valuesjth e choice of examination malpractice.

Attribu

things hap

us helps us

27
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According to attribution theory, people are persistently searching for
reasons to explain why an event turned out the way it did (Weiner, 1986).

Attributionstheoryscan-be:said:to

examing alpractices. ude poor
-
perfor ous reasons thereby ju g their involvement in -

malprac -the repercussions. ‘Lack of good teaching
‘inadeq or teaching and learning’, ‘higt_l pers
expecta ‘ : eno hers e
cheating
examinati

C
they eng> je in can be explainee pect to attributional ing
and by the

effects for t

reality.

a good student but was ill prepared

0 reasons that will

protect their self-esteems. The theory explains, to a large extent, why students,

28
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teachers, headteachers, invigilators, supervisors, etc. persistently engage in

malpractices without considering the damning consequences of their actions

becauseithe reasons:the ibute i make them feel their action

As long ma i ation

malprac inue i at give them a certain -
gratifica
Concep

The Co

students

and Isha

system
performan

individual

examinations to obta
progress of the institution and

well.

29
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According to Chinyani et al. (2013), examinations have played a pivotal
role for many years in educational systems the world over. They opine that,

examinations serve nUmerous PUrPoses especi I BT

absence minations, students oks and
£
e »
endeava school. Examinations ¢ schools and colleges the -

opport nowledge, skills and talents. It also pla:

central ant decisions concerning selecting of stud

placing i i YA
(Mogap

change gestudents and teachers (Chinyani et al.). Several studies have
revealed ‘ .

learning.'S

they are mé

In research condu

less time teaching and rather focus extensively on the use of past questions to

30
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prepare students for examinations. That is to say examinations encourage

teachers to teach to the test.

overem, . However, whe ess, then

they are in unacceptable acts, amination malpractice. -

Types @ a: There are various forms of examination

used in schools up to the university level, various ki

of exa ce. In all Gh:
basic al

ascertain howsstudents are achieving the standards set for the various grade

levels.
teachers se
term’s aca

core examing

achievement terml

national examination conducte N il B‘ ii of

3), which is the first terminal point of ba: ucation, udents sit for the

Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE). It is written at selected

31
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centres in the districts across the country. Upon writing of BECE, students

receive a Basic Education Certificate signifying satisfactory grade-level

mastery0

Science -ii 'j. In Or | A J aSIC
L 22
‘ - HF/
Design Ghanaian Language, ¥ ous and Moral Education -

and Frel e then selected into the Senior High Schoo

forat ducation.. On completion, they write the.\

Africa & f tic ASSCE). St
pass the

colleges, polytechn i

The NEA,

examination, is a standardize le-choice achievemer signed | commented [EA29]: write in full

INVDI
biennially for Primary 3 and Primary 6 pupils-and aligned to the national

curriculum in English and Mathematics. The purpose of the assessment is to
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provide policy-level information regarding class achievement and system
performance (NEA, 2011). The NEA, as an pointer of quality education at the

earlyg de leve € ified naom mple of learners in B na B

(CRDD Theresult is genera espect
to regi pe- of _school (pub and school location

(urban/r assessment is focused on measuring pupi

perfor nglish and Mathematics) and sought

out the i narks for the NE
reaching below:minimum competency, a score between 33% and 54% indicates
that pup ]

indicates pupils reaching profic i (NEA, 2011).

In ¥

°t

riles and

unjustified .

the end of any examination illegally acquire any benefit for oneself or another
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in a way that flouts the regulations guiding the conduct of examinations to the

extent of undermining the validity, reliability, and genuineness of the

examination-and-even Ne NoNOr of the cer ificates given o Oonyi

etal. & 015). Also, examinat d to be
"

i /

in contr aid down rules governi Xamination perpetrated to -

hand a dvantage or disadvantage, (Wilayat, quoted

Akarang

malprac

examinati

unfair ac

eadteachers jand

'parents,

to rise. There are evidence of researches

1920s on examination malpractices. Also, according to Anzene (2014), the first
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report of examination malpractice in Nigeria date as far back as the year 1914.
WAEC (2018) indicates that the rate of examination malpractice keeps rising
and thatsthesact:h o rampant that every examination perioc

encount ccurrence of novel a actices.
-
- ;
phenomenon is not /' concept. Examination -

malprac ducation in Ghana. There are evidences

S

examing WASSCE and examinations

colleges 0 A 018; F

Awuah,

de,.examination malpractice is a concept that requires critical

attentio
of our educational system.
Empirica

Evidence o

4.76% of the total number of candida

May/June were involved in one form of malpractices or the other. The number

35

Digitized by Sam Jonah Library



© University of Cape Coast https://ir.ucc.edu.gh/xmlui

increased in 2016 to 5.26%. The increase was even worse in 2018 which
recorded 7.14%. The story is not different in BECE. WAEC data on

examination:malpractices:in.B

rise wit ecording 0.31% and :
-
arches on examination mi es in Ghana also attest -

to the fz s-existent and rampant in Ghana. In a stud

conduct Awuah. (2014) on combating examing

malprac | i malpractices b
recorde
starts weeks.before,the start of the examinations itself, where in some instances

WAEC (

500 and as low as

on malpractices in BECE shows that _

which makes it extremely difficult to mana uation. They report that in

some instances community members form cartels to prevent WAEC officials
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and law enforcement personnel from executing their job during BECE. These
cartels threaten to harm them if they refuse to soften their stands to allow their
wards to cheat in the examination. According to Folson and A h, in 2009
over 50 sa_nc one ‘lon
malprac er-in BECE. In 2010 the der more than doubled to -
1,083. 7.in2011. Although it dropped to 823.in 20

this fig gh. "

'

1,141 candidates:w sanctioned to have been involved in all forms of

corrobo|

examina

amination

ndicated that

attitudes toward examination malpra

substantial minority that showed a favorable attitude towards the act. This
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suggests that in as much as some individuals urged by high expectation from
parents and teachers, demand for high aggregates by schools and institutions,

etc. to indulge in malpractices, others have n inclination-to-che

WA reportea papers
——
e ;
followi ations into cases of ma in WASSCE. Again in -

2018, 5..of candidates involved in examinatio

malprac to take other stricter decision such as ba

S

candida 3 II onduct,”
2006, 0

the laydow es.of examinations. Even so, various religious leaders have

openly ¢

examination malpractice cannot be overemphasized: depriving competent
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people from gaining admissions and jobs, recruiting incompetent persons for

various works and reducing academic certificates to a mere paper with no prove

of substancesinsthe-individ T T DL Y RO T S P U TV S Y

examing sue.~With undoub through
WAEC merous researches, auth s in Ghana need to find -

effectiv sombat this pernicious threat.

Exami nd its Implications

tothei
in examinationssheuld not be condoned. The significance of examinations

cannot b

Many resez

examination ma

themselves and can hardly be comfortable a

institutions. Another effect of examination malpractice is the expulsion of
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students from the academic institution (Akaranga & Ongong,). Most academic
institutions have instituted policies that are aimed at punishing culprits. In

serious cases:-perpetrators-are-expelled-from: the-institution

:
impriso ators. Examination ma s considered a criminal -

offence geria for example, the national constitutio

through t a crime to indulge in exan ination malprac

This ac e \ation malpra
pay a fi

Musa, 2016

cancellatio

involved

of the innocent students. The trickling down effects of admitting such students
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into tertiary institutions is that it leads to putting unfit individuals into

undeserved positions. Individuals who succeed as a result of examination

malpractice do not possess the requisite knowledge and skills to complete thei

assignec ind-professional ob 8, 2016).
=" . "

- ;

Oko anc examinations malpra duces individuals with no -

academ ndesirable reputation for upcoming leade

who ma ent in.their appointed offices.
N
malprac

females dosnot.have money to buy questions and or stealing for males for

the same
I

on the indi:

dire. It therefore

dispensable role in

dents’

students in order to

end of JHS 3 write the BECE
students write the WASSCE in order to ga

Besides, the ministry conducts other national and international examinations
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aimed at monitoring the quality of education offered to learners, and also on
ascertaining the effectiveness of teachers’ work output in the schools. Such
national examinations include NEA RA
Ghanaia take proficiency exal etc.
E :
-

All thes inations are classified a akes examinations. Such -

examing are held in high esteem by most stakeholde

in edu ents, _teachers, parents, policy-makers;.

govern ol e
enthusia

es.examination is the kind of examination in which the students
are supp .

program;

of many experts in
hence the

acquisition,

reiterates that teachers will be able to ascertain and deal with learners’ strengths
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as well as areas that need improvements if tests are well-designed. This will

then provide quality information for the purposes of accountability.

tends ta teachers to narrow what is
T
importa ions to_the detriment o ding to all the essential

element n-their curriculum (Etsey, 1997; Hess, 200

& John ce is very glaring in Ghana. For instance,

JHS tea striment of others bet

the nine

aggregate scoresfor.the students. Again, out of the six, four;, Mathematics,

English

four subjec

topics are e

ions do

5 and real-life

usually puts unnecessary pressure on teach e they tend to inflate

students’ test scores (Gulek, 2003).

43

Digitized by Sam Jonah Library



© University of Cape Coast https://ir.ucc.edu.gh/xmlui

In Ghana today, a lot of emphasis in being placed on conceptual

understanding as opposed to overemphasizing information memorized routinely

Johanso r,.and Dankiw (20 at as a
I
conseq akes examinations “the of instructional strategies -

utilized municate content has moved from engagin

activitie | thinking toward a focus on more repetitive

practice sC ) tiple cl

(- 2).

what is important:te.the examinations as opposed to what skills are important to

be succe

ways to pass these examinations,

malpractices.
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Test Score Inflation And its Effects on Examination Malpractices
For many years, authorities in measurement have argued that high-

stakes examinations-are-capable-of leading to-unacceptab .

for test nd score inflatio to Koretz
(2005), ation refers to increas scores that significantly -

exagge arne an it implies.

hat the.response to the problem of high-

examing suggest - tha

aligned

relevant and-high alid cannot be entirely true. He argues that if test are

aligned

through would students’ perf

Xxaminations, they ar Iy to inflate

indeed inevitably so
their work output through the s

in a situation to inflate students’ scores.
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A typical example in the case of Ghana is the continuous assessment

scores for students in BECE and WASSCE. The score is supposed to contribute

30% component of students’ final score in B
teachers stly-found inflating sting the
-
e

aggrega students. In a study co d by Gershenson 018), -

the stud ajority of students are given excellent score

only a igh marks on the national e aminations for t

S

same g dents who are giver
from t
instance in.Algeb more than one-third of the students who had ‘Bs’ from
their cla
Gershen |

Teachers

boost their s

e them :
"

grades are

and the necessity t0
blinded from realizing the need

them.
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To sum it all, it is imperative to acknowledge that one of the eventual

consequence of inflating students’ scores is that when the students find

themselves in a situation -where the an ared-that-e oot o

scores /, Wh U
means ir exami gaging in examination -

malprac

Forms of Examination ices. Among Senior High Schools in

Ghana.

purpose. of -this=section, it will be grouped under three themes. Thus,
malprac

The review of this section is putitogether from a number of resee

Commented [EA31]: Are the underlisted forms of
examination malpractices?

Forms of examination malprac ion | Commented [EA32]: Are the underlisted forms of

able to listen to the tape to aid in cheating du
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Again, before examinations, some students buy over supervisors,
invigilators and or security personnel to gain opportunity to cheat during the
exams. When invigilators and security personnel are won ove

leeway gle prohibited mate dieces of

- ;
papers, ials, and also get the of to communicate with -

other st

S

of malpractice practiced hefore examinatio

hiding d the examination

example

examination.centre.and make use of them when they ask permission to make

use of t

Forms of Examination Malp During Examination ' e ted [EA33]: Are the underlisted forms of
examination malpractices?

It

during the exams.

These smuggled materials are mostly taken into the exam hall in pants, shoes,
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shirt collars and in some instances hidden in vantage but inconspicuous places

before the examination commences.

from of] ninees with or w oppy.
E
supervis ing arrangement in exa udents are able to gain -

access t opy. Students are able to practice what ha

come to stretching of the neck to copy. Others pa

answer ion papers an
them.

dents also use non explicit language to communicate during
examing :
an answb _ oice section. Other gns on
rulers and _ invigi ass tl e to friends w

understand s

impersonation

///[ Commented [EA34]: source

obtaining

information within minutes. Social media platforms have become one main
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avenue for circulating leaked questions quickly. A lot of students are able to
receive questions and answers minutes before exams. Some are also able to
search for answers to questions in the exam hall during the exam. According
WAEC socia as ma akage
-
- »

of ques pread. Gone were the d ere a few schools will -

manage upt officials of WAEC to obtain questions fo

their st fc elled the entire BECE midway intc

writing ‘ g ajority of thi
across

examination-WAEC. report indicated that the institution was shocked to have
known ‘ :

phones/sacial media platforms:

Forms of Examination Malpra ' ninati | Commented [EA35]: Are the underlisted forms of

2015 & Akintunde & Selzing-Musa, 2016).
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Strategies for Curbing Examination Malpractices

plays a criticalﬁl(n_

decision it is imperative to ensure that students’ scor

represet

produci

As ares

research
Folson 3
Dzakadzie

in examinat|

write together in the
centres should be mixed to ma

examinations. When candidates are other, they tend to
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be less confident in copying from other candidates. Again, they are likely to
lodge a complaint when they see other candidates cheat to their disadvantage.

done e ents who a of exam

- ;
malprac nished severely in acco 0 the law to deter others -

from e g-s0, however, there should be an increase

the nu d supervisors in the exam centres. Also,

should dedicated and exud
Perpetra
he.continuous assessment system (SBA) should be looked at

again. A

placed on t

it is detected tha

information that they usually end up forge

during exams.
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Provision of adequate facilities for teaching and learning should be
ensured by the government to help students prepare well for exams. In some

senior highsschools

lessons ult; teachers are fo s durin
-
their fi S. -

ducation and WAEC shouldre ploy peopl

y to_manage the examination system. Co
| %, e T

e least

asks and stay

poised to pass their

examination at all cost, teachers are likewise motivated to see their students
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make the best of grades as a sign of giving good account of themselves to their
superiors. It is not an understatement- indeed inevitably so- to say that as long
as teachers are pushed to account for their work o

their st tain; then they are p 0 cheat.

WAEC of instances where sb send worked answers -

to the e 1e-examination hall. In some cases, they ta

money der to bribe invigilators and pave a way fo

students

wards. The ire ce their wards aspire higher on the academic ladder and
land a g¢

their wards pass their exams. ents encourage their

help from

extent to co

ir main

formance is to

supervisors and other examination offi

students in his/her governing area. Others also put undue pressure on teachers
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to ensure good performance of their students and in so doing teachers are often
put in a compromising position and therefore engage in malpractices in order to
satisfy the:a

ition Bodies 0 ponsible
- ;
3 :
for exal WAEC and other exa bodies are culprits of -

examing compromise their position and integrity fo

monetal xams_questions to heads of schools and ¢

intereste

personnel. whesare put in charge of examination centres connive with teachers,

invigilat
who havet
compromi

Reasons tha

favourable results.
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Newberger (2003) posits that majority of teachers’ reluctance to
clamping down on examination malpractices is because most of these teachers
Sy Mo

means ng students as a re grade
- ;
- ;
oriented stem. He reports that y of students believe that -

failing t xamination is an act of unfriendline enc

most of hers alike consider examination malpracti

way of

infrastr eto:support effecting teaching and learning is another major reason

why mo
believe tha
malpractic

feel that if t

geffectively

pics not treated before examinations.
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Gender and Examination Malpractice

Several researches on examination malpractices have considered the
issue o nd examination m Badejo
Gandon atl_ng 3 ‘|on
malprac dents, involving 120 ma 0 females, the findings -
showed 1g-with respect to the factors that predispos

students alpra

Govern

examination-malpractice among secondary schools students, the researcher
sampled :

random { (

that more

“N

L

independent samples t- test. The find vea at more males were

involved in cheating in an examination than females.
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Oluchukwu (2012) carried out a research study to investigate

stakeholders’ perceptions of the efficiency of the strategies adopted for

combating-malpractices in- public examinations in De

researc ted descriptive su ector
-
- {/
stakeho males and 533 females, age sampling techniques. -

This tec . rando ‘sampling techniques, proportiona

random and_purposive sampling techniques. Data

analyse ' -test and one-way

Varianci

indings, both male and female education sector stakeholders

rate the ¢

s of the

is, no statistically significant d Was obtained in the mea
effectivene i ( lination malpractic
There was how i een

adopted for

lEvidence from the various researches indicates that there seems to be no

consensus on the gender that is more involved in examination malpractice.

-

However, gender being a variable in this present study, the researcher seeks to
A . 4 e S

find out if gender influences the reasons that propel individuals who indulge in _

examination malpractices.
-

Validity

|

Commented [EA36]: Provide a summary for all the
review under examination malpractice and how the findings
relate to your work

According to Cronbac alidation is the process /[Commented [EA37]: validation not validity
Ly B - :

evidence is collected to support the types o are to be made from

test results. To Cohen and Swerdlik (2009), validity has to do with making
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conclusions and correctness of inferences based on test results and grounded in
evidence. Further, Nitko (2001) posits that validity is the “soundness of your
interpre' s and uses of students’ achieveme CS S”’

001) explains that t -and uses

- .
of asses ne should provide proo pport the appropriateness -

of these Validation is therefore a critical process if o

interpre students.are based on their assessment result:

S .

concern 0 alidation ha

gatheri

of validity..evidence. They are; construct validation, content validation and

criterio
Content Validation
Ac

of ascertain

of content

relevant criteria. That is, one’s most probab

interest. The measure of interest being the criterion. There are two major forms
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of validity evidence of criterion validity. These are concurrent validity and

predictive validity.

are acq nultaneously with s red to as

concurr nvhen test res obtained at the time the -

criterio ~Therefore, the test acquires representati

characte ble to perform the same functions as some c

S .

tests. In : and quickly:i

new tes

alidity, however, is the extent to which test results predict

some cr
has to do with the situatio
performan

validity cou

s with

t is a well-

psychological constructs. Constructs are fundal

by a test writer to explain test behavior.
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Validity of students’ achievement results is very important if critical
decisions about the students are to be taken. For instance, interpreting a
students’:score-asexee

truly ref he ability of that stu dity. Any
B

o)

error in ore apart fro e scores truly represent -

can affe ut-the students.

antly affect the validity of studs

results r bi S ir

validity

he/she will-besassuccessful candidate in medical school, then that prediction is

only val
Conversely

bound to fi

equired energy when

necessary, hence they tend to prepare well for their exams and they are likely to
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stay away from all acts of malpractices. Review was again done on concepts
related to examination malpractices. It covered the concept and purpose of

examinati
malpra S allo 0
examin i -

ated studies were reviewed for empirice

evidenc s of examination malpractices, evide
] Y

examin ) ars and stude
examin
schools, strategies-for curbing examination malpractices, and persons involved

in exam
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Introd . ' )/

methods adopted for thi d

also inc yn, sampling procedures, the research instrun

S .

populat S0 es the sour
includi

Research.Design

study. It e

processes neeaeato

i ow related data on
ain” further,

esign refers to the

methods of data collection and a plan fo analysis. Manheim (1977) asserts

that the design of the research does not only forestalls and stipulates the
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apparently numerous choices in connection with collecting and analysing data,
but also presents a sound foundation for these choices. Research design also
helps to navigate smoothly to carry out the various research proce
helps to e adequate and
-
i
much ti Amedahe & Asamoah = ah, 2018).

son-(2007) are of the view that the choosin

a partic or a study. depends on the purpose of the s

Because : e e the ‘Currer
examing
in the EasternsRegion, analyse the implications and identify the best strategies

to curb t

cited in Ar 3 : : design

has to do

hypotheses

graphs, to aid readers to better comprehend the data distribution is a key strength
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of the descriptive design (Jacobs, 2011), hence, it relevance and appropriateness

to this study.

limitatic ne design. Basica data in
-
- :
descript ikely to be exposed to mi entations. That is to say,

since de on-observing events directing to gather th

data, pri systematic presentation of the data is para

before ( S be made. 2

researc

conclusions-and=making inferences that are not truly representative of the

populati

of the resp

trends in the data

attempting to'predict outcome

Re a:dless of these shortfalls, descrlﬁtive survei desiin helps to

ascertain the relationship between variables under study. In doing so, further

questions can be Eose'g for further clarification. Again, it helps the researcher to

generalise as a result of the reﬁresentativeness of the samile. Since the
population was so large in this research, it was gudent to emgloi this design in
[

order to allow for making a general conclusion about the entire population. | Commented [EA38]: what i its usefulness in this

instance?
Commented [PM39]: Further clarification
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It was chosen as the most suitable design for this study because it offered
the best opportunity given the characteristics of the phenomena under study with

a description:o

Study _— /
CO e unicipal. The district is -

among he Eastern Region of Ghana. ap

which Regional capital is Koforidua. New

Munici 0 iloMetrésdian

0.57% ¢

the northeast-with-East-Akim Municipal Assembly, then to the east and south
with Al

District.

The
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and Asamoah-Gyima
namely target population and
study is the whole group for which the results of the research are to be referred

(Amedahe & Asamoah-Gyimah). In other words, the target population
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describes those entities for which generalisations of the study will be made
(Kothari, 2004). Kothari (2004) warns that the target population must be defined

explicit

the stud e, delimiting the s of
-
the targ paramount. All senior ool students and teachers -

of New tern Region of Ghana made up the targ

populat e are 9 public Senior High chols and 4 p

Senior ia ho PR
Assemb

20,027. The ers’_population, was 732. Amedahe and Asamoah-Gyimah
opine t q

consider j

inferences

accessible populatic

or this

| Commented [EA40]: check the APA style of presenting
and formating Tables

3,681 (59.7%) 2,489 (40.3%)
Source: Field survey (2020)
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Table 4: Teachers’ Data for New Juaben Municipal Assembly Senior

High Schools

Tota

Females

31 (314%)

Source: | # * :
Sampl

hen, Manion and Morri 007);,‘the quality of an

piece of

and instrumentati

been adopt

presentativeness of the.p

intention

join another school to prepare for the WASSCE. Hence, 11 out of the 13 Senior

High Schools (comprising 8 public Senior High Schools and 3 Private Senior
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High Schools) were used for the study. Thus, all public Senior High Schools

and Private Senior High Schools were used for the study.

in selec ondents for the stt g is
- .
techniq domly selecting the requ umber of subjects for the -

sample tion. According to Amedahe and Asamos

echnique offers every element of the popule
| W, e

afair op P ity of a respc

er, Cohen et al. caution that one problem related with this
techniq
easy to

respondent

A
thedistribution
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Table 5: Distribution of Study Participants

Total

Sample

Siz 1‘

-.“

Females

Source: Field survey, (2020)

Research

(Fraenkel & Wallen, 2003; Muijs, 2004). The use of questionnaire enabled the
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researcher to collect potential information about examination malpractices

among senior high schools in New Juaben Municipal in Eastern Region.

adminis ) _students and tea astructed
-
questior 'scale type of questio ploying questionnaire -

for this he issue of dishonesty as a major wea

of this According to Amedahe and Asamoah-G
| W, g -

(2018), : e

as they

making an.atf t;to guard against their confidentiality being exposed. Hence,

I assurec
privacy and that they were ircumstance supposed
informatio

they had every

ere five sections on the questionnaire.

scored 1,2,34

respectively for positively worded questions. Section C had eight items that
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sought to ascertain information on persons who are involved in examination

malpractices. The items on this section were also of the 4-point Likert scale with

Craralyg ‘ecnmeatimec [P R 0 A

Tresponses

respecti positively worded g

items t ain the reasons that dividuals to indulge in -

examing bint Likert scale with responses of ‘strong

S

agree’, ‘strongly disagree’, scored 4, 3 2, 1 respec

for posi i ion. The last

had eig

most effectivesinsminimising examination malpractices. The items were of the
4-point :

respectively for post

questions. | 1 | Commented [EA41]: what about negatively worded
. items?
Pilot Testin Commented [PM42]: Didn’t make use of negatively

worded questions

ticality

, it is easy to

will be very high because there is consistency w e responses, yet

may have low validity as a result of it failing to measure the construct it intend
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to measure. Hence I took the process seriously.
Teachers and students from the Eastern Region where the study was to

be condueted

the stud : ) S ¥ pilot
testing. f the respondents helpe prove the quality of the -

questio overage, content validity and reliabili
esult of the piloting, I sep ated “copying 1
| W e

exam hé ) NS

typical

other sc

together

Validi

(2) senior |

Psychology

tatistic

E of the students’ instrument yielded a

0.41, 0.61 and 0.43 respectively. The teache u aire yielded an overall

reliability coefficient of 0.4k01. Both questionnaires yielded acceptable
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reliability coefficients.

Table 6 is the table of values showing the reliability estimates for the

various jsections:o

overall

Questio

Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha N of Items
Section
Students’ Teachers’
Questionnaire Questionnaire
B 0.720 0.711 7
C 0.788 0.689 8 I
D 0.618 0.692 7
E 0.838 0.891 8

0.713

I could not have the chance to

collection took more than a day.
me for the data collection to inspire respondents to be truthful with their

responses because the study was for academic purposes and that the findings
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would also be beneficial to students, teachers and the entire examination system
in the country. Unfortunately, during the week for data collection, all schools

Were s down and students were asked to go home due to the COVID-19

pandel sequentl , this dela data. |
resumec i i e 25', 2020 w: ools were reopened. By -

10t Jul
|

I had al acher. questi

e-been co ectedfromall11 HS that we

involve ed two weeks for the data collec

T

not ret :
Data Ana

C

personally in order to ensure the of the data entry. Data

prior to ru

eliminate e

Private

Type of School
Public 0.919 395 0.077*
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*Normal (p > 0.05)

Results from Table 7 show the Shapiro-Wilk Test of Normality with

respect 0-gender.an DE h nthe ategies perceived to.-be.e

ed thal
ed to be effem

minimi e, Wa rma.ly distributed for each of th

in mini

the dey

categor ariable Therefefe, the assption of depen

variable te cach combinati

levels o

ether the independent variables gender and school type with

respect

P —

0.769*

518

0.110 1 518 0.741*

Type .?f‘-]\

*Equal variance across gro

T

Table 8 shows that fo b

equal variances were assumed N @ B l 5 oups (p >

0.05). Therefore, the assumption of homogeneity of variance was met.

77

Digitized by Sam Jonah Library



© University of Cape Coast https://ir.ucc.edu.gh/xmlui

Ethical Consideration
The importance of upholding the ethics of research cannot be

overem

generate 1e natul e ey
apply i hful and consistent data, each phase in the study -

brings ¢ ding to them, these issues may emanate fro

the chal h project itself, the techniques to be used,

collecti ' , Y f da

and for

problems.in.research, Cohen et al. propound that the researcher must establish
clearly, ‘ :

make know

of making

in the Municipal Education Office. | also soughtp : and approval from

the headteachers of the various schools to administer the test items. | also
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established a cordial relationship with some of the teachers in the various
schools, thereby acquiring the necessary assistance and support needed to carry

out the d

anonymity of the pa 0 heed to
i
all the ds-and lay down regu Anonymity is a critical

concern principles. This is because it offers th
respond eal their identity, Oli r(210) Eointe
In this s ‘ b i e -
identific

anony

indicate th

privacy of t

f
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accordingly through both referencing and quotations to ensure that academic

dishonesty was avoided.

udents and teachers in the

egion of Ghana. This chapter underline:

e “study, population, sampling and samy
| Ny ™ =

a 8 ta lection

as considered the most suitable for this study, although this

teachers ai

t-test was condu

to engage in
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

examing Ipractices among se unicipal
-
Assemb n Region of Ghana. T er will take a look at the -

presente . The data analyses and presentation will b

done ac questions. The participants used for this rese

study wi i h schools.in

Municif

analyse
looks at
of the stud

research ¢

senior high schools in New Juaben Mu al'in‘the Eastern Region of

Ghana?
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3. What reasons account for persons’ engaging in examination

malpractices?

.-’ql abe
Results ; -

Analys

Backgr is discussed in this section. Table 9 sho

gender

Table 9

Gende Frequenc Percent (%)

Male

Female

Female

Total

Source: Field survey, (2020)
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It can be observed from Table 10 that, out of the 140 teachers who

responded to the items, 56 (40%) were females and 84 (60%) were males, Thi

indicate ge e i ales.
The dis udents ool type, emplo;fd/fc{.

the stud

Table 1

™

Schoo

Private

Public

Total

Source:

high schools.

them attendec )
:: teachers by type of school.

Private

Public

Total

Source: Field survey, (2020)
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The distribution of the teachers with respect to school type as indicated
in Table 12 shows that, out of the 140 teachers who responded to the
questionnaire;on ing 9¢
with 12 u b-EI g pu 2
thatin t of school teachers tea or the study, a far greater -
numbe igh school teachers.

Resear: at are the forms of examination malprac

ining from students and teachers the forms of examination
malprac l
and stand
Table 13.

Table 13: Stude

aining qu
edia before exan

o
g}l"% elping studen
ending for ials to exa

Use Im #’@i during

exams

g during exal

20

Parents obtaining que PJ 0 B l 5 _751

wards before examinatio
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7 Someone else going to the
examination hall to write for another 520 1.37 .619
person (Impersonation

Source: €)
e findi 3 show that majoril\u‘;f{

respond ining g 7' s through social media befor

examina .070) is the most practiced form of exami

malprac C pyi

2.47, SI d fo

“invigilators helping students” (M = 2.03, SD = .837). “Sending foreign materials
to exa

among senior high schools.

New Juaben
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Table 14: Teachers’ Responses on the Forms of Examination Malpractices

Std.

hrough social

g questions for their

mperso

d survey,

L n Table 14, the
teac @n e view that “Ob

examinati 'f} 1, SD = .755) is'th '
malpractices a ,, @3 ing during examin

<

dia before

2.89, SD = .840) and d N materials to examination h

SD = .856) are the next two N @ g l g elping

students” (M =2.61, SD =.765) is the fourth most practiced form of EM among

senior high schools. “Parents obtaining questions for their wards before
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examination” (M = 1.89, SD = .736), “Use of mobile phones to cheat during
exams” (M = 1.79, SD =.737), and “someone else going to the examination hall

29 (N A D

to write

bottom the forms of EN uaben
D
Munici ] -

Discuss

malprac Ji [unicipal in

n 1 _investigated the forms of examin
| % s TR

Region

perpetrators.e A-in heir deed. From the findings, both students and teachers

showed '

tudents

g questions through social media before

EM being attributed to this form of malpra
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Conceivably, the alarming part of these findings in this research, and
indeed should raise concern among all stakeholders in the education sector, is

the use of social-media platforms for-cheating: Folson-and A2 51

that, ag uire-examination ¢ e
use of platforms. Also, Okebu 2014) reported that the -
supreme f copying is yielding to digital, where leake

questio re downloaded from dubig swsite_§ and

media p

as one of the our forms of EM from both teachers and students’ responses
is corrob
this form of malpractice is

invigilato

perpetrated
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Who are the key actors in examination malpractices among senior high schools

in New Juaben Municipal in the Eastern Region of Ghana?

o

Analys' and discussions ©

are pres this section. In asce s the key
E
i eer/
actors (| ed in EM, participants es were discussed using -

esults of students’ responses are presente

in Table

Table 1!

over

arents/G

S E dsurvey, (2 o
It ca ﬁ ed from Table

are involved ‘p% n senior high s |
as each of the ¢ ‘?& S0me respo

and standard devia

who responded to the questig N 0 B lg that

“Students” (M = 2.75, SD= 0.897) ar of EM. Further,

ses indicate that out of the

“Invigilators” were identified as the next key actors of examination malpractices
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(M= 2.01, SD = .772). Further, “Teachers” (M = 1.96, SD = .809) were

identified as the next group of persons involved in examination malpractices

comple' ne top three mMOSt persons

malprac examinations. e bottom
-
7, o agr/
five all significant endorseme e respondents as being -

involve ctices. The order in which they appear a

School ‘ 5, SD.= 0.825) WAEC officials (M = 1.49
1 W e

key actors involved in

> responses concerning the

examina

are presented in Table 16.

Table 16:

Stude

Invigilators -

E Teachers
& A\EC officials

Administrato

6 '_ ardians

oy o

Service

~

8 Government officia
Source: Field survey, (2020)

Results from Table 16 show that all the 8 key actors are involved in EM

in senior high schools in New Juaben Municipal Assembly as each of the
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categories of key actors recorded some significant responses endorsing their
involvement. The responses indicate that out of the 140 teachers who responded

totheq estionnaire, majori of them hold the vie 2t “Qtdente? (M

SD =0.  the top most group s of EM.
E
Further ¢ identified as the r y actors of examination -

malprac 0.767). The results further indicate th

“Teache 932) were the third group of persons involve

various 0 op three

of indi

key acte order.in which they appear are; “WAEC officials” (M = 2.54,

SD =

(M = 1.95

completed

Municipal

the eight key

significant endorsem
both students and teachers ind
involved in EM in New Juaben Municipa is finding is not

entirely surprising as students are the centre of examinations. The finding
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further revealed that “Invigilators” and “Teachers” are the next top two key

actors who engage in malpractices in examination. These findings are consistent

with ? echere O
invigil ervisors as key agen J«!-/
om both Table 15 ar e 16 show that, WAEC -

officials s are the next two top groups that are involve

in EM. p five of the key actors involved in EM..
‘ T

finding ved in S
most li

involved in.various.activities of examinations. The bottom three key actors also
recorded

examination malpractices, although quite a substantial

respondent

findings of

e last choice for teachers but was
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What reasons account for persons’ engaging in examination

malpractices?

and teac sons that account fo
-
malprac sare presented in Table d 18.

Table

i on Reasons for Persons’ Engaging

Examing

| ==
sl P G Qe
T FF

owards learning

1

S perceive

1.009) as thesn

“meeting high expectations (
account for why some person:
“Poor teaching” (M =2.64, SD = .860) and “inadequate school facilities” (M

=2.63, SD = .999) were endorsed by respondents to complete the top four
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reasons that account for persons’ involvement in examination malpractices. The
other three reasons identified in this study were endorsed by respondents as the

bottom sthreereasons T S IO S T

examin ctices. The order in —
school 1, SD =.919), (ii) a way ping others (M= 2.21, SD -

Ih
h

= .95 Se andards of education .in

distric =2.03, SD = .884) are reasons that acco
‘ T i

person se summary
respon

examination

Table 18

Examination Malpractices

Sn

1

the district/municipal
Source: Field survey, (2020)

Results from Table 18 show that majority of the teachers perceive “poor

students attitudes towards learning” (M =3.75, SD = .467) as the prime reason
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why some persons engage in EM. Besides, the responses indicate that
“inadequate school facilities” (M = 3.43, SD =.589), “poor teaching” (M = 3.26,
SD:.71 o ] <c. Aot o 16 - antatio a2 | ) Q

the top £ ons that accounts fo ation
£
-

malprac he results indicate that re were of the view that -

“boostir 16, SD =.615), “a way of helping others” (}

= 2.96 “increasing standards of education i

S

district/ ) s ithe B

reasons

Discussion.of;Research Question 3

persons’
Municipal

students and

society, etc. on students to pass examination™ a rteaching on the part of

teachers” are the two other most prominent reasons that account for many
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persons to indulge in EM. Yusuf, Yinusa, and Bamgbose, (2015), corroborate
this finding as they reported that lack of teacher commitment, poor teaching

methods-and-desire:b dents to-p h D nane diie-to-hiah-exnectation

from re are key factors tha vealed
——
that “in acilities”, endorsed b of the students'is the -

fourth account for many persons’ involvement i

acts of ase of teachers, majority e dord this fac

the sect |: ing endorsen

factor as

in malpracticessduring examination by both teachers and students is not
surprisi |

Dzakadzb  (2015), as it was ide these studies that ina

facilities is
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What strategies are perceived to be effective in minimizing examination

malpractice among senior high schools in New Juaben Municipal in the Eastern

Region @

Resear fo eived by
teacher: e inimizing examination -
malprac hools in New Juaben Municipal in the Easte

Region andard deviations of the responses
‘ W

comput de Sp

Table 1

eward for ho

"Focus education on ¢

ﬂ'ﬁ! aper and penc

I 1t ent tosanyone who
6 : #ﬁ 2.85

engages in EM'

Y
o
|

Public campaigns and n.on the
7
effects of EM N' () B l S
Employ people who are reliable to
8 520 2.78 1.012

manage the examination system
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Source: Field survey, (2020)
The data analysis in Table 19 shows that the students are of the opinion

that eachs@

helping 4-.1_; enace O dings

“Ensuri 2 (M = .39, SD = .69 eived by majority of the -
respond ective strategy for minimising. examinatic

malprac dings revealed that “Provision of adeg
\ "

facilities 9 0.847) is D

students

effective in

y

nalpractice.
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Table 20: Teachers’ Responses on Strategies Perceived to be Effective in

Minimizing EM

T
oy -
1 Sod teaching

3 .
1 _
B o |
-’
: the effects of EM W ‘. l,
Employ who are "
age the |
I ncourage serie _ .
J"' s (e.g., school ’
N fn

Source: Field survey, (2020)-

The fino 15? ow that ma

y of teache

these strategies to me effectiv ing.malpracticessi 0

each of the strategies receive .r*f '3 B om the

findings, “Ensuring good teaching” (M = 3.89, SD = 2.521) is perceived by

majority of the respondents to be the most effective strategy for minimising
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examination malpractices. Further, the findings revealed that “Instant
punishment to anyone who engages in examination malpractices” (M = 3.76,

SD = 0.443) i perceived to be the ne

EM. Th -mu erent fro _ oice
- _
for stud n of adequate facilities f ng and learning” (M = -

3.70, SC nesty and excellence” (M = 3.66, SD=0.517

and “F kill acquisition instead of paper and p

examing ei teachers to:

three m

0 indicate that “Public campaigns and education on the

of tests be

SD = .642)

W *
: respect
at there is no

strategies perceived't
Table 21 shows distribution of

their means and the result of the t-test.
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Table 21: Gender and School Type on the Perceived Strategies for Minimizing

Examination Malpractice

Facto

of

schoo

*signifi

in the meas
(t=.301p

hypotheses that there

perceived to be effec
high schools in New Juaben o Eastc g a. The
he view that “effective

findings revealed that both students and teachers hold

teaching” is the most effective strategy for combating EM. This finding is
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consistent with Dzakadzie (2015) who concluded that stakeholders put high
premium on good teaching as one of the best intervention strategies to curb

examinationssmalpractice his is an indication

improve 1 _teaching in senio e the
-
menace -

~that students believe that provision ¢

adequat g and.learning and encol aging series 0

before f S gies for com
Teache

“instant puni

facilities

combatib _

for teachi

with Dzakac

endorsed by 68.8%, public campaigns a 3 he effects of EM,

endorsed by 65.7% and employing people who are reliable to manage the
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examination system, endorsed by 65.6%. A finding worthy to note is that even
though the use of “instant punishment” received an overwhelming endorsement
from teache effective eg 0

with the instan punishment, 0. This
- ,
finding h Dzakadzie (2015), ed that 172 (29%) of the -

respond anction on culprits. He concludes that perhap

perpetra at examination malpractice is a crime that sh

S

be punis

adequate facilities for teaching and learning, focus education on skill acquisition

instead ¢
effects of EM, employ people e reliable to manage

system, an

isagreeing

encouraging series

minimizing EM show that students responses a atively the same. Again, the

t-test results show that being a male or female and attending public or private
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senior high school has no influence on the choices of students strategies they
perceive to be effective in minimising EM. This finding is related to the findings
of Badejo-and Gandonu (200

engagin Vi or their prefe nace.
Howeve in -s dy contradi dmotere (2010). otere -

in a cas Government Area of Ogun_State whic

includec of examination malpractice among secon

schools s i R

malprac

differ significan om that of their male counterparts. Again, the findings
from thi .

(2003) ine

and cheati

were invol

~
ndings from

and teachers

questions through social media before ¢

examination”
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From research question two, the findings of the study revealed that all
the 8 key actors identified for this study are involved in EM. Each of the key
actors recei
various examination ma ow that both
student: ndi .- /-actors involved in EM in -

New Ju invigilators and teachers.

three,.the findings revealed that both
T

stug

s’ des to ds

students and teachers perceive
facilities fo

EM. Further,
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CHAPTER FIVE

S|

Overvie

e current trem

examiné Idy specifically investigated the various form

dy was to i

of exal

S

at exist.in senior high schools, the reaso
account . that are invol

and asc

minimising.examination malpractice among senior high schools in New Juaben
Municip :
FoL
(i) What a

students and

astern

Ny

éarch hiﬁotheses were also analysed. Hypothesis one sbu ht to
- g

ascertain if males and females differed in their mean ratings with respect to

Hypothesis two then sought to find out i of public senior high
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schools differ significantly from that of private senior high schools with respect

to strategies perceived to be effective in minimizing examination malpractice.

Region 1a. 11 senior hig d three
-
-

dy employed simb e

private ampling technique to -

select t ple size for the data was 660_responden

compris udents.and 140 senior high school teacher:

-

descript - as the 1S €

was to

Juaben Municipal:Assembly. Data was collected by means of questionnaire with

five sec

deviations, independent sample and dependent samples
to analysec

Summary

EERNT3

examination”, “paren

employed by perpetrators of examination malpractice.
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The findings from the study revealed that all the 8 key actors are
involved in EM. From the findings, both students and teachers indicated that
£‘Stude a2’ ara

“Invigil | “teachers” are tl actices in
e
-

examing ior high schools in N aben Municipal. “WAEC -

officials ators’ are the next two top groups.that a

involve ee key actors, parents/guardians, Se

perso i 1eC0rded.res
indicate

malpractices

involveme

facilities”, “Poo

show that provision of adequate facilitie 3 and learning, instant

punishment to anyone who engages in EM, encouraging series of tests before
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final exams and rewarding honesty and excellence are the next best strategies
for combating EM. The rest, “public campaigns and education on the effects of

EMand ~vina-bennle hAareralishleto.-manane-the.axvamination.cvetom?’

were co | to be the least effec Besides
2 :
-

the stud being a male 0 and attending public or -

private influence on students’ choices about the be
strategie

Conclu

emerging
platfor
malpractices

“Sending

students” to' be

irrespective of the
curb it, mainly as a result of the

malpractice has taken.
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Furthermore, students, invigilators, teachers, WAEC officials and school
administrators, serving as key actors in examination malpractices suggests that
individuals

examing ) I' : n all its

ramifica and de ting, and as ould be intensified and -

persiste viduals are inevitably going to be part of tl

examing

account
suggest

with the

put in pla

continue to

ts and

as a recipe for

malpractices become an alternative to meet such high expectations.
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The study has shown that fighting examination malpractices will
demand first and foremost, good teaching. When teachers teach students well to
gain conee
approac ) nti aving to

engage ‘Be ides, provision o ate facilities for teaching -

nd teachers alike to prepare effectively fo

t punishment instantly t'nyone who eng
| W, e T

qV. N 1

s no influence on students’ choices about the strategies that

males and

Recommenda

New Juaben Municipal

should ensure adequate preparation of students for the examination by
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the subject teachers. In order to make this effective, teachers’ welfare

should be improved so that they will teach conscientiously in the hope

tion'malpractice.
-
ould enforce the A amination malpractice to

nished as spelt out in the Act. And ensurir

_are meted out to perpetrators
| i

enior high schools in New Juaben Municipal needed to
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2. Arreplication of this study involving a larger sample is suggested in other

regions and especially to cover the entire country.
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APPENDIX A

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE COAST

High Students & Teachers.

stionnaire is to identify the orms of examing
| ™ e

malprac S ) Ghana;

and str

research will-help.expose the lapses in our examination system and aid in policy

decisio

to all ite

with  the

CONFIDE

b. Female

2. What category is your scho
a. Private [ ]

b. Public [ ]
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Section B

Forms of Examination malpractices

Instructi
ts y
1. C ion
= 2
2. S to = -
. "'\-.\__'7
e
3. U
d
4. Obtaining question
soci € examin
5. Some
mination hall to wri r
er per: sonation)
6. tors hel
taining questions for
% i
t ore examina
L) B
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Section C:

Persons involved in examination malpractices

Instructions: For.each:statement
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Section D:

Reasons why some persons engage in examination malpractices

InStrllc ianes Boreach ctaterment nleace tick Al the annranrciate how

o
.
—

attitude
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Section E:

Strategies Perceived to be Effective in Minimizing Examination

Instruct r each statement, p
E 2 ?

frongly Dlsagree Agree

& 1
.Jf»(

ities fol

.
Insta unishment
49 engages in EN

6. Focuse

acquisition &

and pencil examination

&

7. Encourage series of tests

before final exams (e.g.,
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school mocks and district

mocks)
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APPENDIX B

Participant’s Consent Form
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