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ABSTRACT
This thesis examined World Vision Ghana’s contribution to Rural
Development in Northern Ghana. The study was carried out in six rural
communities in three selected districts: Savelugu / Nanton, West Mamprusi
and Bongo. The focus of the study was on how World Vision Ghana assists
rural communities to achieve food self-sufficiency, safe drinking water, and
education / training. Basic statistics were used to discuss the field data, while

the chi-square test (x°) was used to show the association of the programme

effect on food self-sufficiency, safe drinking water and education / training.

The study found out that World Vision Ghana employed the Area
Development Programme (ADP) concept in carrying out interventions in the
rural communities. It noted that the Area Development Programme (ADP)
strategy involved the selection of needy communities, which were provided
with necessary assistance for a period of 15 years. The purpose was to
enhance the socio-economic living conditions of beneficiary communities.

It further observed that the programme made significant impact, firstly
on food self-sufficiency and secondly, it made a significant impact on access
to safe drinking water. As regards access to education/training, it was
observed that in the Savelugu / Nanton and West Mamprusi districts school
enrolment by households recorded positive impact except in the Bongo district

where the programme recorded negative impact.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background

In Ghana, approximately two-thirds of the population lives in rural
areas where the major occupation is agriculture (the cultivation of cash crops,
staple foods, and animal husbandry). The major cash crops are cocoa, cotton
and citrus fruits while the main staple food crops are maize, millet, rice,
cocoyam, yams, beans and groundnuts. Northern Ghana forms about half the
size of the country’s land mass (Ghana Statistical Service, 2000). lIts
population engages in cotton production as a major cash crop. Livestock and
poultry are raised as supplementary to the cash crop industry.

It is, however, surprising to note that despite the key role rural
communities play in revenue and employment generation, their living
conditions are generally poor. For example, in Northern Ghana there is
inadequate provision of basic social infrastructure and support services to
promote agriculture, trade and industry. Rural communities in Northern Ghana
are the neediest in the country because they experience unfavourable climatic
conditions, degraded soils, desertification, coupled with poverty and low
educational attainment. The poor rural life has been a long-standing

phenomenon rooted in the structure of Ghana’s economy; this has experienced

little spatial changes since independence.



The nation’s economy has over the years exhibited fragility and an
inability to adapt to emerging internal and external situations with the
inevitable inability to absorb shocks in the formal sector (National
Development Planning Commission, 2004). Besides, the geographical
distribution of settlements and economic and social activities represent a high
level of polarization. Concentration, therefore, occurs in four major centres
dominated by entrepot and service functions, namely, the mining centres, the
cocoa and timber producing areas, the harbours and the administrative
headquarters of major international/local business enterprises, and political
head offices which are situated in Southern Ghana. These centres have a
greater connectivity with external systems, including pricing mechanisms to
which they are economically subservient, than with their indigenous
hinterlands towards which they have parasitic tendencies. Thus, the
concentration of resource investment in a few areas has resulted in a large
proportion of human and physical resources remaining outside the commercial
economy.

The economically and socially peripheral regions remain rudimentary
in terms of development. Their juxtaposition with sophisticated, more modern
urban environments inhibits growth, wealth creation, and redistribution. It is
the characteristic of such an economically divisive two- nation state for an
ever-widening gap between rich and poor to occur, and the significant and
sustainable alleviation of poverty, vulnerability, and exclusion to remain an
intractable problem. Disparities in general development as regards levels of
poverty and the rate of poverty reduction are particularly evident between the

North (i.e. Northern, Upper East and Upper West regions) and the South.




Consequently, past governments sought to address the situation of poor
social life of the North. Hence, rural development programmes have been
launched since independence throughout Ghana. For example, Dr. K.A. Busia.
a former Prime Minister, launched a Seven Year Development Plan (1972-
1979) to promote rural development in Ghana. The programmes sought to
reduce the rate of poverty, disease and squalor among rural people.
particularly those in deprived communities in Northern Ghana. Even though
the First Republican Government, headed by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, launched
the National Industrial Development Programmes, it was the Busia
administration (1969 — 1972), which developed a Comprehensive Rural
Development Programme to facilitate sustainable rural development (Dorvlo.
1980). However, the government failed to implement the plan to the letter due
to its overthrow by the military led by Colonel LK. Acheampong in 1972
(Dorvlo, 1980).

Over the years, governments in Ghana have generally not succeeded in
providing adequate social services to improve rural socio-economic living
conditions as a result of ad hoc and uncoordinated rural development
programmes. This situation has led to persistent poverty among the rural
people. This, therefore, explains the widening of the urban-rural gap, with its
attendant social problems. The majority of rural people, especially those in
Northern Ghana, continue to live deprived lives characterized by mal-

nutrition, illiteracy, poor sanitation and high infant mortality rate. The

development indices are shown in Table 1.



Table 1: Socio-economic indicators of the upper regions of Ghana

Indicator Upper East Upper West  Ghana
Region Region
Net primary school 92.2 89.8 88.0

enrolment (%)

Population literate (%) 26.3 44.5 62.4
Children under five mortality 155.3 1556 1104
Doctor population ratio 61,413 52640 24867
Beds per 1000 population 0.79 0.96 0.73
% access to safe water 79.0 78.0 57.0
% access to good latrines 18.0 9.0 29.0
Children under weight (%) 48.8 43.2 26.0
Road density Km/sq km 0.058 0.159 0.072
Incidence of poverty 90.0 88.0 43.0
Depth of poverty 46.0 46.0 35.0
Population in agriculture (%) 79.2 84.4 56.0
Ownership of radio 41.3 37.1 37.2
Ownership of television 3.3 2.4 21.4
Ownership of bicycle 60.0 74.6 17.6
Adult literacy rate 17.2 22.4 48.3
Safe water sources 78.9 84.7 65.2
Medical services 8.2 19.8 37.2
Fertility rate (number of 5.8 5.6 4.4

children per woman)

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2000



Available data indicate that the distribution of poor people in Ghana is
skewed. For example, the Ghana Living Standard Survey report. 2002, the
figures shows that about 6% of the nation’s population live in Accra. 22% in
the other urban centres and cities, while the remaining 72% live in rural areas.
Also, a look at three Ghana Living Standard Surveys for the period 1987 / 88,
1988 / 89 and 1991 / 92 revealed that 37%, 42% and 31% of the population
lived below the poverty line respectively. Moreover, corresponding figures
within the same period showed that those living below the poverty line were
22%, 25% and 15% respectively. At the Zonal level, the savannah zone also,
referred to in this study as either the “North”, “Northern sector” or “Northern
Ghana,” has been the hardest hit in terms of depth and general incidence of
poverty (See Table 1).

As regards the distribution of social welfare services, the North
generally is poorly served. For example, though the general health service
delivery in Ghana has not been the best, the distribution of health services is in
favour of Southern Ghana’s cities and urban centres. For instance, the
Southern Administrative Capitals account for only 15% of the nation’s
population but controls over 50% of health service facilities and personnel. It
is in the Southern Ghana cities that the nation’s referral hospitals and health
specialists are located. In like manner, education in Northern Ghana lags
behind that of the southern sector. For instance, formal education was
introduced late in the north in 1906 whereas in Southern Ghana it was
introduced as early as the 1400’s (Bening, 1972).

Also, even though the number of schools in the North has now

increased with a corresponding increase in enrolment, resources and standard



of education in the schools still lag behind those in the southern sector. It is in
the southern sector that the well-endowed schools are found. For example.
when the results of the 2003 Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination
(SSSCE) were published in the ‘Daily Graphic’, the first nine schools were
from the southern sector of Ghana, while majority of the Northern Ghana
schools occupied the bottom position (GES, 2004). Less than 40% of the
people living in the North have access to potable water, compared to over 70%
of urban dwellers in southern Ghana. Though good roads play a key role in
terms of relative ease with which people and goods move about through the
country, most parts of Northern Ghana are not linked up with good roads. For
example, at present the Upper West Region is not properly linked with good
roads to the Northern Region and the Upper East Region.

In spite of the obvious need for massive support in the north, past and
present governments have not been able to provide the necessary investments
to facilitate accelerated development in the area. In this respect, Diaw (1992)
remarks.

When the rural people could no longer look to Accra with hope, a
common feeling of neglect and discontent became a feature in many rural
communities nationwide. These seemingly appalling conditions in rural areas
actuated the creation of local development units and associations with
sufficient motivation to overcome the many difficulties that confront them.

Hence, the proliferation of several Town / Village Youth Development
Associations during the 1970s was mostly a direct consequence of this

situation. .

So far, several Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) complement
the efforts of the government in the rural development enterprise. Despite the
increasing number of local NGOs and community groups in Northern Ghana

that are engaged in the provision of social services, living conditions are still

poor. The way out for the rural communities is for voluntary service



organizations to provide assistance to specific rural communities with limited
resources. Henderson (1991) suggests that rural development should be run on
joint venture basis; that is, by collaboration between the NGOs and the rural
community on one hand and the government and other stakeholders on the
other. It is hoped that such participation will enhance the sustainability of
most rural projects.

The effects of inappropriate domestic policies and poor management of
the economy in the 1970s culminated in deep economic crises for many sub-
Saharan countries. This situation prompted governments in developing nations
to adopt, amidst domestic and external pressures, structural adjustment
programmes (SAPs) in the latter years of the 1980s. The main goal of the
programmes was to curtail domestic demand and to promote economic growth
through a number of policy instruments so that both internal and external
disequilibria could be eliminated for the economy to improve (Tshibaka,

1998).

In Ghana the Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC)
government in 1983 was supported by the World Bank to introduce the
Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP). One component of that programme
was the opening up of rural areas, especially those with exportable raw
materials. Thus, transportation facilities were improved to connect the cocoa
and mining regions to the coastal port centres. Given the fact that Northern
Ghana is deemed not to have such exportable raw materials, it did not benefit
from the programme. This perhaps, more than anything else explained the fact

that poverty actually worsened in the Upper East and Upper West regions



organizations to provide assistance to specific rural communities with limited
resources. Henderson (1991) suggests that rural development should be run on
joint venture basis; that is, by collaboration between the NGOs and the rural
community on one hand and the government and other stakeholders on the
other. It is hoped that such participation will enhance the sustainability of
most rural projects.

The effects of inappropriate domestic policies and poor management of
the economy in the 1970s culminated in deep economic crises for many sub-
Saharan countries. This situation prompted governments in developing nations
to adopt, amidst domestic and external pressures, structural adjustment
programmes (SAPs) in the latter years of the 1980s. The main goal of the
programmes was to curtail domestic demand and to promote economic growth
through a number of policy instruments so that both internal and external
disequilibria could be eliminated for the economy to improve (Tshibaka,

1998).

In Ghana the Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC)
government in 1983 was supported by the World Bank to introduce the
Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP). One component of that programme
was the opening up of rural areas, especially those with exportable raw
materials. Thus, transportation facilities were improved to connect the cocoa
and mining regions to the coastal port centres. Given the fact that Northern
Ghana is deemed not to have such exportable raw materials, it did not benefit
from the programme. This perhaps, more than anything else explained the fact

that poverty actually worsened in the Upper East and Upper West regions



between 1992 -1997 because the policies of SAP failed to focus on the needs
of the poor in the Ghanaian society, particularly in Northern Ghana.

At present, there are still large numbers of poverty-stricken
communities in Northern Ghana which require assistance from government.
So far, the ruling government has accepted the challenge that the North needs
special attention, because under the present circumstance there appears to be
no justification for citing the weak national economy as a factor for not
allocating substantial funds in the national budget to support development
projects in the north, which has suffered neglect from previous governments.
From available official records, the national economy has become far more
variant than it was in the 1980s, 1990s and even in 2001. For example, there
has been a significant improvement in the world market for Ghana’s primary
products as compared to the 1980s and 1990s when such commodities
suffered falling prices in the world market. So far, the Bank of Ghana Foreign
Exchange receipts as reported by Ministry of Finance, 2003 have since 2001
been registering significant growth (See Table 2).

For example, Bank of Ghana’s (BOG) foreign exchange inflows as
shown in Table 2 for the first and second halves of 2003, were derived from
cocoa, gold, manganese, diamond, capital and invisible receipts. Total foreign
exchange inflows for the first half of 2003 was US $ 551.40 million compared
with US $359.83 million for the corresponding period of 2002, an increase of
US $191.57 or 53.2%. In the second half of 2003, foreign exchange inflows
amounted to US $1,035.22 million compared to US$516.54 million in the
corresponding period of 2002, an increase of US$518.68 million or 100.4%.

Total annual foreign inflows for 2003 was US$1,586.62 million compared to



US$876.37 million for 2002, an increase of 81.1%. The table above shows that
for the two halves of 2003 inflows from cocoa represented the highest
component of the inflows contributing 29.0% and 57.86% of the total inflows

in June and December respectively.

Table 2: Composition of foreign exchange receipts in US$ (million)

Item 2001 2002 2003
June Dec June Dec June Dec
Cocoa 31.59 264.63 101.84 345.06 241.40 599.02
Gold 7220  79.75 88.02 85.69  96.07 103.21
Diamond - 1.49 0.38 0.35 0.28 0.38

Manganese 1.06 1.24 1.44 2.01 2.23 2.86

Capital 169.12 256.44 146.03 68.69 180.52  138.85
receipts
Invisible 19.21  64.26 22.12 14.73 30.90 190.90
receipts

Total 296.18 667.81 359.83 516.53 551.40 1,035.22

Source: Ministry of Finance, 2003

In addition, the country also experienced a significant increase in
foreign remittances, which rose from US$650 million in 2000 to US$4.5
billion in 2005. The remittances were higher than the total aid the country
received from its development partners in 20005. It also exceeded the
country’s export earnings from cocoa and gold, its traditional commodities.

Thus, though the remittances are on the increase they are routed through non-



official channels. The figures quoted here only represent officially
documented remittances.

The country has in recent times been privileged to derive additional
funds from the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative from the
nation’s external creditors, mostly the multilateral institutions such as the
International Development Fund (IDF) and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). These financial institutions granted debt reliefs totaling US $56.47
million in the form of cancellation of principal and interests on loans which
matured during the period (Integrated Social Development Centre, 2005). This
figure compared with debt relief of US $14,385,821 of the first half of 2002
was an increase of 292.6%. The debt reliefs were not foreign exchange inflows
to Bank of Ghana, so they did not impinge on Bank of Ghana’s external
accounts. The country benefited by way of retention of the foreign exchange
which otherwise would have been transferred to pay the external creditors.
The funds were meant to assist the country/government in solving critical
national concerns, namely, assisting deprived areas to have access to
education, health, water and shelter. One would have thought that these HIPC
funds would have provided sufficient source of revenue to be channeled to the
North by way of budgetary allocation based on poverty ratio factor.
Unfortunately, the allocation of HIPC funds and other funds such as the
Common Fund to the regions is not based on poverty ratio.

The continuing lack of political will to allocate HIPC funds and other
funds on a pragmatic and radical basis continues to have an adverse effect on
the development of the North. It is in this regard that NGOs such as World

Vision Ghana’s contribution i.e essential to the government’s effort in

10



developing the area. World Vision Ghana is an international NGO that has
been established in Northern Ghana for nearly two decades and is engaged in
development activities in the rural communities. It is a Christian relief
humanitarian organization involved in holistic rural development. It is a
partnership of nearly 100 support and field offices serving over 70 million
people worldwide. It is the poor, the oppressed and the vulnerable in society,
made up of mostly children and women that are the focus of World Vision
Ghana development policies. Currently, World Vision Ghana is working in all
the 10 administrative regions in a number of deprived districts in the country
using the ADP concept to provide relief and comfort to the least privileged
communities, most especially those that are located in the rural settings.
However, sufficient understanding and knowledge in the arguments for
the operations of NGOs in Northern Ghana, their philosophy and objectives
are not enough to enable judgment on their successes or otherwise to be made.
Indeed, there are still yawning gaps between the rural communities and
affluent urban centres in the South in terms of health, educational facilities,
physical development and, supply of food. Yet, these NGOs are increasing in
number, with the media reporting about the wonderful work these NGOs are

doing to achieve their objectives.

Easton (1998) describes NGOs as institutions which inhabit the space
between government or state institutions and private, non-profit making
organizations. He believes that such organizations possess a variety of
characteristics. First, they are not associated with government agencies or
departments; they are voluntary in nature; hence, they do not operate for

profit. Secondly, they are primarily concerned with undertaking development
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projects with local groups and communities to assist them increase their
human and material resources through the provision of skills training in
various fields of endeavour.

Baldwin (1991) further classifies NGOs into three types: Northern or
industrialized country NGOs, African NGOs and local NGOs, which consist
of national, community or church-based organizations. Baldwin further
defines the development activities of NGOs as small-scale individual projects
or investments with the direct provision of services to a specific group of
beneficiaries. To him, the beneficiaries are almost always identified as a
disadvantaged group which is beyond the effective reach of government or its
allied bodies that provide services. He adds that most NGOs devote
considerable resources and efforts to the development of activities that will
improve the quality of life.

In everyday language, people categorise NGOs into three: International
NGOs, local NGOs and other voluntary organizations. Specifically, NGOs are
independent organizations formed to address some specific needs within the
framework of government policies and with the active participation of the
beneficiaries. It is worth noting that NGOs gained prominence in the post-
independence era when it became clear that governments of developing
countries could not achieve equitable development of the rural and urban
areas. Consequently, the advent and proliferation of NGOs became a fait
accompli. NGOs are seen as having the roles of working partners and
catalysts for rural community development by providing socio-economic and

technical assistance in the development process of deprived communities.
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In Ghana, activities of NGOs include human resource development,
food self-sufficiency, water supply, health, environmental protection and
conservation, gender and development, trade facilitation, and human rights
advocacy. They also constitute a major source of contribution to rural
communities in developing countries, especially in Africa. The aims and
objectives of NGOs can, therefore, be summarized as follows:

e alleviation of rural poverty through improved agricultural services for the
attainment of food self — sufficiency,

e empowerment of rural communities to provide their own basic needs such
as potable water through some external assistance,

e enabling beneficiary communities to determine their own destiny through
the provision of education and training facilities Besides, NGOs are self-
funded or funded by other international agencies, churches and
government agencies. Baldwin (1991) strongly recommends that NGOs
need to be very flexible and imaginative, since they often serve as
innovators of new technologies. It is sad to note that a number of them
lack credibility with regard to the use of donor funds as often reported in

the print and electronic media.

However, despite their observed weaknesses as human institutions,
NGOs are indispensable organizations in developing countries. Hence, it is
important for NGOs to forge a closer link between and among themselves on
the one hand, and government ministries and development agencies on the
other hand in order to ensure that assistance to rural communities results in
sustainable rural community projects or programmes. NGO’s contribution to

rural development in Northern Ghana is worthwhile only when their
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interventions seek to provide lasting solutions to a range of knotty problems
that confront the area’s development. For instance, the North is faced with
perennial food shortages, acute seasonal water problems, high illiteracy rate,
worsening environmental degradation, rampant outbreak of common diseases,
low-level participation in community development work and a myriad of
moral/ social vices. The situation is even worse when we come to think of the
rural areas of the North. Basic socio-economic infrastructure is virtually
lacking and this requires special attention.

Development experts and academics have observed with concern a
proliferation of NGOs in Africa and, especially in Ghana. The reasons for the
fast growing number of NGOs are three fold. Firstly, most donor communities
have of late considered it prudent to transfer the bulk of their resources to
developing countries such as Ghana through NGOs. This practice stems from
the fact that the donor communities are alleged to have lost faith in the poor
performance of both military and civilian governments in developing
countries, particularly in Africa, in the utilization of donor funds. For example,
since Ghana’s attainment of independence, succeeding governments have been
accused of corruption and incompetence regarding the handling of state
resources. In this respect, it seems that none of the past and present
governments can be trusted with donor funds.

A second argument in support of funds being routed through NGOs is
that such voluntary development organizations are noted to have the expertise
and the appropriate know-how to access donor funds to deliver quality
services. Thirdly, NGOs are also noted as good agents for promoting

democracy, resolution of inter-ethnic conflicts and promotion of peace in a
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number of developing countries, in Africa notably Ghana (Kastriku 1996, and
Maseko 1994). By the first half of 2004, there were 321 NGOs that had
officially registered with the Department of Social Welfare in Ghana. The
breakdowns were: 257 International NGOs, 45 National NGOs (community
based organizations). In particular there were 40 registered NGOs made up of
15 international and 25 national and community based organizations.

It may be noted that a large number of NGOs present in Northern
Ghana are purported to be working in the interest of rural people. However a
greater number of rural communities still remain deprived. In short, the social
life of most rural communities is still besieged with poverty, high rates of
illiteracy, rampant outbreak of communicable diseases, and above all, lack of
access to potable water and sanitation, health and nutrition services. In some
of the rural communities in the North, there is also a high rate of mistrust,
frequent inter-ethnic and chieftaincy disputes and conflicts, which pose a great
source of fear and worry among the indigenous people and settlers. Besides,
the environment is under serious threat of degradation.

Given that some of the NGOs have been operating in the North for
over a decade, one might be interested to find out the kind of contribution they
make toward rural development in the area. Specifically, ‘what contribution
does World Vision Ghana make to promote agricultural activities, water
services, health services and educational facilities in the rural communities of
Northern Ghana?® Thus, arising from the general notion about NGOs, it could
be inferred that they play a significant role in most developing countries’

socio-economic development agenda. What constitutes the concept of

“contribution”?
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[t is pertinent to note that in this study, contribution takes the form of
money, materials, time, knowledge and skills that are provided by
development-oriented NGOs, such as World Vision Ghana to poor/needy
communities in the rural areas of Northern Ghana. In this study, Northern
Ghana is referred to as the geographical area occupied by the Upper East,
Upper West and Northern Regions. ‘Northern Ghana’ is used interchangeably
with ‘the North’ to refer to the same geographical location in this study.

From the above discussion, it could be said that Northern Ghana is not
only rural in character but has also been discriminated against and neglected in
terms of the distribution of infrastructural development, social amenities and
social services for a very long time. As noted earlier, the low rate of
development in the North has been as a result of inadequate national budgetary
allocation. Given that NGOs’ contribution is to supplement government efforts
to develop deprived areas, it is appropriate to conduct a study to find out the
effects of World Vision Ghana interventions in agriculture, water and

sanitation and education for the purpose of promoting rural development in the

study area.

Statement of the problem

The quest to bridge the development gap between the North and South
through rural development in Northern Ghana has attracted a number of NGOs
into the area. The exact number of NGOs working in the area is not known.
However, it was estimated at the beginning of this study that 40 NGOs were
working in the North and out of this number about 15 were international in

nature. These NGOs are engaged in various activities, namely agriculture,



health, education, water and sanitation, micro-credit and advocacy among
others. The NGOs concentrate their activities in some specific geographical
locations of Northern Ghana, with each NGO doing virtually what the other
NGOs are doing in the nearby communities.

Though NGOs play a useful role in filling resource gaps for
development, particularly in rural development in Northern Ghana. no
independent attempt has been made in assessing the effects of their activities
in the beneficiary communities with regard to access to food self-sufficiency.
water and sanitation and education/training facilities in the North. It was to
find out the effects of NGOs intervention that World Vision Ghana was
chosen to assess its contribution to rural development in Northern Ghana.

The choice of World Vision Ghana was based on the fact that it was
the first international NGO to begin work in the rural communities in Northern
Ghana. Secondly, time and financial constraints limited the ability of the
researcher to widen the scope of the study to cover a number of NGOs at that
time. Thus, considering the fact that there was no substantial literature in the
public domain on any given single NGO, it was deemed appropriate to
conduct an in-depth study of World Vision Ghana’s contribution to rural

development which will serve as a source of reference material on specific

NGO activities in the North
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Objectives of the study

The general objective of the study was to gain insights into World
Vision Ghana’s contribution to rural development in Northern Ghana and how
its programmes help the beneficiary rural communities to free themselves
from poverty and dependency.
The specific objectives are:
i. To describe World Vision Ghana’s interventions in Northern Ghana:
ii. To assess World Vision Ghana interventions in;
(a) agriculture/food-self sufficiency;
(b) Provision of potable water
(©) Provision of formal educational facilities
iii. To examine the proposition that there is a significant difference between
household access to:
(a) Self-sufficiency in food
(b) Safe drinking water
(©) Educational facilities before and after the interventions of World
Vision Ghana.
iv. To make recommendations based on the research findings to policy makers

on how NGOs can assist government to promote rural development in

Northern Ghana.

Research questions

The study focused on the following broad questions:

(i) How does World Vision Ghana’s contribution in agriculture affect the

capacities of beneficiary communities?
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(ii) How does the intervention of World Vision Ghana influence
beneficiary communities’ access to potable water and sanitation
services?

(iiiy  How does the contribution of World Vision Ghana influence access to

education/training in the beneficiary communities?

Significance of the study

Literature on NGOs’ activities in Northern Ghana exists. However,
there is no substantial in-depth study on specific NGOs such as World Vision
Ghana’s contribution to rural development in Northern Ghana. Currently, a
great deal of the available literature on NGOs is largely general. It is, thus,
expected that the study will go a long way to add up to the stock of knowledge
on specific contribution of NGOs to rural development in Northern Ghana. [t
will, in addition, serve as a guideline for policy formulation regarding NGOs’
activities in Northern Ghana in particular and the country at large.

The study will also make available some useful information on World
Vision Ghana’s development strategies so that other development partners
could design their programmes along similar lines. Besides, it will afford
donor communities, specifically the sponsors of its programmes an
opportunity to read from an independent source about the successes or
otherwise of its contribution to rural development in Northern Ghana.

Finally, it will also make available information regarding the general
perception of the beneficiary communities and other key individuals regarding
the presence of the NGOs in Northern Ghana, especially that of World Vision

Ghana. This type of information will, most likely, enable World Vision Ghana



to correct some of its mistakes in order to win the confidence of the
beneficiary communities, government officials and above all, its main
sponsors in order to maintain the inflows of funds into its coffers. Lastly, it
will reveal areas that require further research on some specific NGOs that are

engaged in rural community development programmes in Northern Ghana.

Organisation of the thesis

The thesis consists of eight chapters. Chapter One deals with the
background of the study. Chapter Two covers related literature and the
conceptual framework. Chapter Three constitutes the methodology employed
in carrying out the study. Chapter Four consists of a typology of NGOs
operating in Northern Ghana. Chapter Five discusses the prevailing socio-
economic conditions in the study districts. Chapter Six covers a descriptive
analysis of the types of interventions undertaken by World Vision Ghana in
Northern Ghana. Chapter Seven assesses World Vision Ghana’s contribution
in the selected study districts. Finally, Chapter Eight consists of summary,

conclusions, recommendations and implications for policy-makers.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

The issue of uneven development between urban and rural areas is a
common phenomenon in most developing countries, particularly Ghana. To
bridge the widening development gap between the seemingly well-off urban
centres and the rural communities’ governments work in partnership with
NOGs in order to promote rural development so as to make life meaningful for
people living in rural areas. It is in this context that, concepts, works of

scholars and theories which relate to the present study were reviewed.

Concept of development

The dream of most societies is development. Development seems to
hold the key to man‘s success in life. It is possibly people’s general perception
about the concept of development that urges academics, social scientists, and
politicians to discuss it at local and international fora. It is, therefore, no
wonder that in recent times, governments all over the world have been
concerned with providing a conducive socio-political and economic climate
for civil society to function efficiently with the view to propelling issues
related to development in their respective spheres of jurisdiction, with focus

on rural areas. The issue at stake now is: What constitutes development and
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how can developing nations such as Ghana attain it in the face of growing

financial and logistic constraints?

In order words, development is both a physical reality and a state of
mind in which society has, through some combination of social, economic.
and institutional processes secured the means for obtaining a better life,
(Todaro, 2000). As to what the specific component of this better life is, it is
presumed that development in all societies should contain at least the
following three objectives:

(a) Increase and widen the availability and distribution network of basic
life-sustaining goods such as food, shelter and health.

(b) Raise the levels of living, including, the provision of more jobs, better
education and greater attention to cultural and humanistic values, all of
which will serve not only to enhance material well-being but also to
generate greater individual and national self-esteem.

©) Expanding the range of economic and social choices available to
individuals and nations by freeing them from servitude and
dependence not only in relation to other people and nation-states, but
also against the forces of ignorance and human misery.

Expectations for good life in the name of development keep rising
daily in developing countries, in particular. These mounting expectations
require national governments to vote huge funds to meet the cost of social
services and social amenities for all citizens. However, most developing
countries face resource constraints; hence, they are generally unable to make
budgetary allocations to support development projects to facilitate the pace of

infrastructural development that could increase food security as well as
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delivery of social services. In the midst of budgetary constraints, people who
live in cities and urban centres are the ones who are specially catered for by
governments in developing countries because of their special connection to
political power. On the other hand, those who live in areas outside urban
centres and generally referred to as rural dwellers are often neglected. Typical
examples abound in Africa and South East Asia (World Bank, 2000).
However, with increasing demand by rural communities for a part of
the national cake, governments in developing countries such as Ghana,

and Nigeria have for some time embarked on specially designed

Tanzania
national development plans referred to as rural development plans. It is
appropriate now to turn one’s attention to a brief discussion of the term ‘rural

development’.

Rural development

In Ghana, a population threshold of 5,000 is usually used to classify

settlements as being ‘urban’. All other localities with less than 5,000 people

are designated as ‘rural’ settlements. Besides, widespread disparities exist

between the urban and rural areas which have often attracted calls to address

them. For instance, while the livelihoods of the urban areas are drawn from the

labour markets within the non-agricultural sector in the form of making or

selling of goods or services, the livelihoods of the rural settlements are heavily

reliant on agriculture, livestock, forestry or fishing (Boakye-Yiadom, 2004).

Another significant difference between the urban and rural settlements

is the cash earning and reliance differences. While the urban populations

usually rely greatly on cash for access to food, water, sanitation, employment
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and garbage disposal, rural people have less opportunity for earning cash.
They, therefore, rely heavily on self provisioning. It is in this regard that
development practitioners are constantly working and trying hard to close the
gap between the urban and the rural communities.

Rural development is reviewed as series of integrated measures
directed at improving the productive capacity and standard of life of people in
developing societies who live outside the urban centres. The livelihood of
rural people depends directly or indirectly on the exploitation of the soils and
natural resources in their environment. Besides, major activities such as
agriculture, forestry, fishery, straw weaving, cotton spinning, commerce in
addition to a host of other indigenous services are some of the life sustaining
ventures that take place in the rural areas (Peil, 1992).

Besides, rural development can also occur if due attention is given to
social satisfaction in terms of rewards such as economic advantage, prestige
and power. For example, in certain rural areas where most communities lack
access to basic social services such as safe drinking water, electricity, health
care services and education/ training. It is usually a small section of the people
who get a better share of such basic necessities of life based on one’s political
and economic connections. In Northern Ghana, rural dwellers do not only
share common interests in the social conditions of life but live mostly
according to ethnic groupings, dialects, and political districts. They, therefore,
react similarly to circumstances that directly affect their common interest and
aspirations.

Rural development can also be described as special plans drawn by

central governments in collaboration with District Assemblies to cater for the
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welfare of people living in rural communities. In Northern Ghana. rural
communities consist of people of a common descent living in a cluster of
houses and who speak a common dialect, share the same cultural values, and
also come together to solve some socio-economic and environmental problems
through voluntary contribution in the form of communal labour or cash. In
some instances, community members, look up to the central government for
direct support in the form of physical infrastructures, namely; dams, school
buildings or health centres. However, when little or no help is coming from
the central government or the district assemblies, members of rural
communities tend to look outside for assistance in the form of cash or logistics
from NGOs to support some rural projects.

In short, rural development schemes involve some specific activities
that have the potential of reducing disparities in incomes and standards of
living between rural and urban populations. Its objectives are achieved though
the creation of opportunities in rural settings meant to enhance sustainable
livelihoods and equity in investments (GDPC, 2004). Despite the amount of
budgetary allocation made in developing countries’ annual budgets to support
rural development, not much in terms of the provision of health services,
potable water systems, and improved educational facilities for rural
communities can be realized unless NGOs’ contributions to rural development

are focused on enhancing the capacity of rural people to make development

projects sustainable.
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Endogenous development

This theory holds that the development of a society, should be based
on its internal characteristics such as traditional values, social, and economic
activities and the skills and talents of its people. This is usually termed as
development from within and it can be explained as a process that involves
three phases: improvement of native knowledge, native skills, and native
technology. These three attributes should be harnessed and modified
appropriately in order to meet rural or local communities’ needs. It could
simply be termed as all-round development; that is, development which
focuses on the mind, hand, and heart with the purpose of providing adequate
services for all members of a given local community.

Fekade (1994) is of the view that the theory is people centred. He
emphasized that the theory permits free choice by each country of its own
form of development, on the basis of its social ideals and its national
objectives. In the recent past, a number of resolutions and decisions of the
United Nations bodies have stressed that development must always be
endogenous, which means its nature must be determined by the country
involved, on the basis of its internal possibilities, of the needs perceived and of
the efforts a people is able to make or contribute to develop themselves.

However, as to how such development can be sustainable, the scholar
identifies six endogenous strategies for adoption by developing countries. The
first is: empowering people (the population) so that they are able to participate
fully in any development programme. Secondly, an effort should be made to
provide access to resources and equity. That is, there should be fair

distribution of resources as well as equality before the law. Also, there should
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be extensive use of and dependence on local resources such as labour, material
and technical skills. Furthermore, there should be a properly laid down
procedure directed at strengthening local institutions such as chieftaincy.
families, clan groups, community-based organizations so that they can serve as
catalysts to community development. Finally, emphasis should be placed on
the development of appropriate technology; that is, appropriateness in respect
of the usefulness and suitability of a given technology to its social and cultural
environment. In other words, technology should be locally based and capable
of being used by majority of the people to solve their every day socio-
economic and cultural problems.

From the review of the basic needs concept, self-reliance concept and
endogenous development, it could be inferred that rural communities
experience real development when their members are assisted to provide for
themselves sufficient food, safe drinking water, and health services, which are
basic for their survival and livelihood. In addition, rural communities must be
assisted financially and materially to develop personal capacities to become
self-reliant rather than depend on the good-will of donor countries for their
daily needs. World Vision Ghana, an agent of rural development, packages its
programmes and projects to help beneficiary rural communities to develop
relevant technological knowledge and skills that will enable them to improve
upon their local environment and earn a living from its resources.

As has been discussed above, any development which is based on a
community’s internal strengths such as its traditional values, culture, norms,
skills and talents of the local people, constitutes a complete community

development strategy. It is observed to be one of the strategies adopted by
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NGOs, particularly World Vision-Ghana in its Area Development Programme
(ADPs) in Districts in Northern Ghana. Hence, the appropriateness of the

theory to this study.

Sustainable rural projects and community development

The objective of rural development is to create opportunities for human
activities to thrive in rural settlements. To make living conditions in the rural
areas favourable, the government of Ghana collaborates with NGOs to provide
some basic projects such as dams, dug outs, agricultural stations, health posts
and school building to facilitate rural development, particularly, in Northern
Ghana.

The main concern for the central government, the District Assemblies
and NGOs, especially those operating in Northern Ghana, is to ensure that
projects which they provide to facilitate rural development are sustainable. It
must be that sustainability of rural projects stands for the ability of projects or
facilities to continue functioning to meet the needs of the beneficiary
communities long after a sponsoring organization has ended its support
services in any beneficiary rural community. Hence, for a rural project to be
sustainable, World Vision Ghana takes, the following factors into accounts:
The first factor is Demand Responsive Approach (DRA) in which services are
provided in response to demand for such services that communities are willing
to pay for. The basic understanding of the DRA is that a strong sense of
ownership will be displayed when communities apply for services themselves,
instead of just supporting without their involvement and resource

commitment. Another key component is that the communities are in charge of
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the operation and maintenance to sustain the project in question. Besides,
some NGOs adopt various sustainability approaches, namely, the formation
and training of community-based institutions such as women groups to
manage water facilities as in the Bongo District. It has been observed from the
survey that once a project is accepted by a beneficiary community, its chances
of sustainability are higher since it is capable of facilitating rural development
in the North.

It has been observed that all people would naturally actively pursue the
betterment of their lives within the context of their understanding and cultural
values. Thus, any form of development should take into consideration what
the local people themselves think or perceive development to be, and not what
the outsider thinks about development. This process is in line with the
common saying that ‘beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder. Therefore, what
people cannot accept or easily assimilate as an integral part of their lives can
never be construed as development. NGOs as development agents have to
bear in mind that their operations have rural people to relate the who are
responsible for making development sustainable; that is, local communities
must take charge of sustaining development projects or programmes otherwise
they will fail. If development not made sustainable development, productivity
will not increase and standards of living will not improve. Thus, any intended
skill or knowledge meant to improve upon the economic status of rural people,
no matter its importance, will not in any way aid development unless the target
communities internalize it. A truly acceptance of this notion is therefore

crucial for ensuring sustainable development in rural communities.
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A major contribution arises from the development of grassroots
organizations through local groups as well. As such beneficiaries gradually
assume responsibility for projects during planning, implementation, and
follow-up stages. In order to ensure that grassroot organizations thrive, it has
been observed that there is the need to include beneficiary inputs, including
decision-making into project activities at all stages. In this respect should be a
high degree of autonomy and self-reliance to mark beneficiary control over
management and an alignment of the project activities bearing in mind their
needs and concerns as beneficiaries.

Above all, beneficiary participation and support is essential for
sustainability development programmes for the enhancement the achieving of
project objectives in any target community. Participation at all levels of a
project helps to educate members about the project objective and also help
strengthen its management process. People naturally will contribute to
support and maintain projects and programmes if they perceive them as being
able to serve their immediate, future needs and their interest, their cultural
values, and aspirations (Ake, 1991).

The question that comes to mind is: what specifically is community
development? Firstly, a community is a group of people living in a particular
geographical area who share the same religion, race and cultural values. Thus,
community development is a process which tries to maintain equity between
meeting the demand of the local community for social amenities in the midst
of dwindling local resources and falling prices for locally-produced products.
In line with this understanding, it means that when a project is undertaken in a

given a rural community, care should be taken to match the assistance with
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local resources; that is, the type of local materials available, the type of labour
at the local level and the level of financial commitment the local people can
make towards the completion of the assisted project. This process of calling
on local community members to make some contribution enables them to
appreciate the fact that NGOs are not there simply as charitable organisations
that move around donating projects or spreading programmes on gratuitous
bases but that they exist to provide assistance to those that are ready and
willing to assist themselves.

Local members are requested to match projects / programmes cost with
their labour, local materials or some financial contribution. This simply means
that development partners intend to make the local people own sponsored
projects or programmes to ensure its sustainability when it is time for the
development partners to move out of a given locality. Also, the process of
making community members partly meet the cost of community programmes /
projects is to allow them gain some economic benefits from their contribution.
For example, it is common knowledge that whenever people make some form
of material or cash contribution, they would naturally endeavour to ensure the
success of the project or programme in order to reap the benefits that accrue
from it.

It was out of the above discussions and understanding of the concept of
rural development that led Brokfield (1983) to describe rural projects as a
process whereby people participate in activities with the view of improving
their lot. This assertion is echoed by Du Sautoy (1962) and Dunham (1970),
who emphasized that community development is about genuine concerns

expressed by local people to improve their social lives through community
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initiative, participation and, above all, concerted effort to achieve a common
purpose. The position expressed by Du Sautoy (1962) has strong basis even in
current times given that most developing countries are not able to make
provision for the needs of all its citizens, particularly those in rural
communities. With time, rural communities have come to understand that their
salvation lies within themselves. Village, town or community development
associations are formed to enhance local capacities in the provision of labour
and materials or financial contributions to undertake community development
projects such as digging of wells, and building of school blocks. For
meaningful community development to occur, some resources, in the form of
materials and/or money, should be made available to the people.

It should be observed that where the central government or its
representatives at the local community level are unable to assist rural
communities, help should be sought from other development partners such as
NGOs. The desire of local communities to do things for themselves in the
midst of many limitations prompted Diaw (1992) to call on development
partners and associations to make some contribution either in the form of
materials and/or money to support communities to undertake development
projects or programmes that are highly prioritized in their estimation. Diaw
(1992) stated categorically that where material or financial assistance is not
forthcoming, it behoves on the government or its local representatives, to
collaborate with local community leader(s), to openly acknowledging their
effort to promote development in their localities nothing withstanding their

financial limitations. When the efforts of rural communities are not
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supplemented due to difficulties on the part of Government to raise funds they
(rural people) should at least be commended for their efforts to better their lot.

Besides the above general definitions of community development, the
concept needs to be defined in more specific terms. That is, the concept
‘community development’ should be defined simply as a process, a method, a
programme or a movement. In an attempt to let people understand what he
meant by community development as a process, he emphasised that
community development is not static but dynamic, in that it goes through
stages of exponential growth or progression from one stage to another.
Community development is, therefore, not only a process per se, but a process
of study, training, education, planning, organising and finally action. It is
worth noting that under the circumstance where rural communities generally
lack formal education and there is ignorance concerning proper sanitation and
hygiene, how to manage their farm produce in order to minimize post harvest
losses and, above all, their inability to read simple instructions on labels
regarding the application of farm inputs, community development provides the
leeway. It is the process that can lead rural communities out of a long line of
limitations and thus fall in line with apt description of community
development. It should be noted that no individual community or even the
state can succeed, if it fails to assist its members to acquire relevant skills to
meet the task it sets for itself through community development.

It is education that will facilitate the rate of development. Education,
whether formal or non-formal, provides rural communities with skills and
knowledge which can make them undertake projects or programmes that they

think can enhance their living standards. For example, when rural people are
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made to go through an education programme they invariably learn how to plan
and organise their activities in a systematic manner. This then will their future
welfare since they will able to do things for themselves through minimum
assistance.

Community development is further viewed as processes by which the
efforts of the people themselves are united with those of governmental
authorities to improve the economic, social and cultural condition of
communities, to integrate these communities into the life of the nation and to
enable them to contribute fully to national progress and development. These
complex processes are made up of these essential elements: the participation
by the people themselves in an effort to improve their standard of living with
as much reliance as possible on their own initiative and the provision of
technical and other services in ways which encourage this initiative, self-help
and mutual help. One could state that the United Nations’ definition of
community development is both a process and a programme. Community
development is also viewed as a method. Carry (1970) advanced the
community development concept further by indicating that some people
simply view it as a means to an end, or a way of working in order to achieve a
specific or a set goal or objective.

Judging from what other writers say about community development,
one comes to the conclusion that certain methods such as change by degree or
differential rewards as well as formal education are used by governments,
private welfare agencies and local people to achieve community development
goals. For example, it behoves the concerned community members to make

some form of contribution such as labour and money before it approaches
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either the government or its representative or any voluntary agency for some
additional assistance to enable them realise their goal or objective. It is in line
with the process of knowing where to go, and what to do in order to receive
assistance to develop one’s community.

Community development is also seen as a plan programme. It
generally consists of a set of procedures or a list of activities. For example,
Ghana’s non-formal education programme, introduced between 1982 and
1992, and sponsored by the World Bank, qualifies as a programme because,
under it, beneficiary communities went through a list of activities such as
literacy, income generation, hygiene and sanitation, leadership training, and
gender and development. Further, some people see community development
as a movement. What this means is that community development has become
institutionalised. That is, it has its own organizational structure, accepted
procedures, and, above all, professional practitioners. Besides, community
development is seen as a philosophy as well as a process. Its definition must
therefore deal with its principles rather than its practice Du Sautoy (1958).

From the above discussions, some key concepts have come to the fore;
community participation, self-help, self-initiative, community organisation,
community education, dependence on local resources and dependence on
governmental and non-governmental voluntary organisations. It can also be
inferred from the above that community development has a wider coverage. It
includes health and sanitation, home management, provision of social
amenities and electricity, adult literacy, extension services, gender and

development and advocacy (Kumar, 1979). It is further stated that community
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development embraces any activity that seeks the well-being of the local
people and entire community.

NGOs are one of the key players in community development all over
the world, most especially in developing countries. NGOs come in handy in a
developing country like Ghana, because past and present governments are
unable to provide all the basic needs of the people who live in rural
communities. Specifically, NGOs activities range from the provision of social
amenities, extension services, gender and development, education, advocacy
and policy reforms, agriculture and agroforestry, health, education, micro-
finance and income-generating activities, human rights and humanitarian aid
(Katsriku, 1996). In fact, all the listed areas that require contribution or
intervention from NGOs are crucial. However, for the purpose of this study
and also in line with World Vision Ghana’s points of entry through food self-
sufficiency, water and sanitation and education / training it is appropriate to

limit oneself to these three critical areas.

It should also be noted that the North, which in the 1970s, was
considered the food basket of Ghana, is now under serious threat of inadequate
food production. Most rural areas of the North up to date are not adequately
served with water and health facilities. Also, Northern Ghana was the least
recipient of education and training a critical tool for development, right from
the colonial administrators (Bening, 1972). Up to date, not much has been
done to stem the tide; help state. Yet the people in rural communities, must

also live and enjoy some comfort to be able to contribute to the development

of their respective communities.
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Community participation

Community participation means the involvement of people in
community affairs. Diaw (1999) described it as giving equal opportunity to
groups and movements to expand and have greater control of resources and
institutions. This means when community members participate in any project,
they get to appreciate it as their own, and develop interest in its growth and
sustenance. If, on the other hand, they simply see projects springing up in their
locality without the involvement of any community in the execution of any
part of the said project, they see it as alien and will not take delight in its
development, much less its survival (Midley, 1986).

Arising from what has been said about community participation, Paul
(1987) describes it as an active process by which beneficiaries directly
influence the direction and execution of a development project or programme
with the view to enhancing their final well-being (that is, income earnings,
personal growth and development, self-reliance and self actualization). This
description of community participation, it is argued that when community
members participate in a project that leads to an increase in personal income,
they will subsequently develop themselves in many ways. For example,
increase in personal income earnings will enable the affected communities to
change their nutritional habits, build better houses, go to well-equipped clinics
when they fall sick and enroll their wards in good schools.

According to Piccito (1992) the term ‘community participation’ has
close links with economic gains. In his view, it is the aggregation of human
transaction which occurs voluntarily within and across organisations in a given

community to ensure proper sustainable and equitable growth. Schubeler
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(1996) illustrates the concept community participation by likening it to
participation in infrastructural management. Schubeler (1996) thinks that, it is
a process whereby people as consumers and producers of infrastructure
services and as citizens do influence the flow and quality of infrastructure
services made available for their use. He was, however, quick to add that
participation is not limited to development projects only. From Schudeler’s
description, one can conveniently add that in the case of Ghana, when a given
community requests for assistance to build a school block and is ready to
contribute labour and also provide the land, it indicates that it will support the

entire project by enrolling its wards in the completed school as well as see to

its maintenance.

According to Diaw (1992), community participation is simply a
process of action by the local people to reflect their own interests or to
contribute labour and resources to the project which they believe governs their
lives. For example, most rural communities now see the need to have potable
water in order to minimize the rate of outbreak of guinea worm disease
among. Consequently, they will jointly contribute labour or money and request
a development agency to lend a helping hand so as to enable them to realise

their goal of getting clean water. It simply means a process which involves

planned mobilisation from above and voluntary participation from below.

Community members must therefore be ready to participate in a project they

have absolute interest in after which they can then seek external support to

complement their effort, which is in the form of local materials, labour (skill

and unskilled) and financial contributions.
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Another interesting observation regarding community participations
has been articulated in Diaw (1992). He further states that community
participation is manifested in leaders organising their subjects and the subjects
in turn offering their services voluntarily. Local participation can also be
understood as a means of gaining local acceptance for project and strategy
proposal and being able to recruit local, voluntary labour. It also means the
initiative, needs and opinions of target groups should constitute an important
premise in planning a project, defining its goals, and choosing strategies the
right for implementing it. Besides, the responsibility for decision making and
management must be shared among the beneficiaries (Midley, 1986).

From the discussion so far, one can deduce a number of elements
which run through the various definitions put forward by the Untied Nations
and some eminent scholars: involvement of the local people in decision-
making, voluntary service or contribution and sharing of benefits of the fruits
of their labour. In brief, community participation can be explained as
voluntary involvement in the decision making of a given local people in the
planning, organisation, implementation and monitoring and evaluation of
community projects.

It is worth noting from the various reasons raised in support of

community participation, that it is one fundamental principle and key

characteristic underlying community development the world over. It is,

therefore, not surprising that it is considered as a cardinal principle and,

therefore, viewed as a fundamental requirement for any country, region,

district or local community that wants to benefit from a donor community or

speciﬁca”y an NGO. The scholars mentioned above maintain unequivocably
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that national policy-makers, district and community leaders, international aid

organisations, particularly NGOs, should heed to the call to involve
communities in projects and programmes at either the district or local
community level. Ghai (1988), Piccito (1992) remarked that most donor-
funded and NGOs’ projects in developing countries have failed and, therefore,
become white elephants due to the mistake made earlier by not actively
involving the local community members. A typical example of this problem
was the CIDA borehole project in the then Upper East Region in the early
1980s. Most of the boreholes broke down and were left unrepaired because
local community participation was not sought.

It was the likelihood of failure of projects which never had the
blessings of community participation that dawned on the donor community,
NGOs, as well as international financial institutions like the World Bank and
the LMF to make community participation at all stages of their sponsored
projects or programmes the cornerstone, and, above all, their devout policy in
all developing countries. In line with this policy, District Assemblies and local
communities are both required to contribute a minimum percentage of the total
cost of a sponsored project.

For example, the formula for the one-time European Union Micro
Projects in Ghana was as follows: 75% was to come from the donor, while the
beneficiary communities were required to contribute between 10% and 15% of
the total project cost. The contribution of the District Assembly and the
beneficiary community need not be in cash; it could be in the form of

materials and labour. A related example is the Gowrie Community Senior
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Secondary School Project where the beneficiary local communities were
required to contribute money to meet the total cost of a Girls’ Hostel.
It is important to stress that in all respects, local communities are

required to play a leading role in the identification, formulation, selection and

implementation of all sponsored projects in addition to contributing labour
(skill or unskilled) and materials like sand and stones. In some instances what
they are called upon to contribute is within their financial capability. In the
case of Upper East Region, where Action Aid, a British NGO, is providing
water for some rural communities, the beneficiary communities were required
to contribute a quota towards the cost of the project. Most rural communities
now understand and appreciate the need to make some contribution before
approaching a sponsoring organisation to come to their aid.

Similarly, the Village Infrastructure Project (VIP) and the Community
Water and Sanitation Project (CWSP) which are donor-funded, operate on the
same basis. This practice reveals that the bottom—up approach to
development, which has the tendency of empowering the local community,
has enjoyed the recognition and support in international and national circles.
[t is in line with this observation that IFAD (2000) praise NGOs for involving
mbers in most or all their sponsored projects in developing

community me

countries. It emphasized that the process allows community members to gain

first hand information in the art of project design, monitoring and evaluation,

and. above all it helps to create a sense of ownership of community projects

rather than viewing them as objects that belong to outsiders or to the

government. This point once again draws one’s attention to community

centres which were built in most rural communities by the government
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without the participation of the local people. Thus, they were viewed as
Government buildings and with time, most of them were destroyed because of
lack of maintenance by the communities. Similarly, the CIDA water projects
in the Upper East Region in the late 1970s and early 1980s suffered the same
fate. It, must, therefore, be noted from the above that projects in the past
meant for rural communities failed because the sponsors adopted the top-down
approach; hence, the local people saw such projects as gifts and. therefore, had
no role or business in ensuring their maintenance. To the local people once
such projects are “gifts”, they could be replaced by “new gifts” (Diaw, 1992).
Community participation can therefore be summarized as follows:
Community participation helps to bring about voluntary mobilisation and
application of untapped local resources, skills and energies for the purpose of
improving the quality of life of the respectively rural people. It is said to be a
process that allows people at the local level to freely express their needs,
problems and priorities. It further provides room for community development
experts to obtain relevant data about specific local conditions, needs and
societal attitudes, from which appropriate development programmes are
formulated. Thus, a project for a local community which fails to take into
account the needs and priorities of the people is most likely to collapse, no
matter the amount of money and material resources sunk into it by a donor or
an NGO. Above all, the participation of local people gives them some
legitimate rights to the project; this promotes commitment on the part of the
people on its whole set up, beginning from implementation and therefore
assures sustainability (Gajanayake and Gajanayke, 1993). Gajanayake and

Gajanayake (1993) note further that recent experience in development across
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the globe suggests that there is a significant correlation between the level and
intensity of people’s participation on the hand and the subsequent increase in
the success of development projects on the other hand.

It is refreshing to note that community participation has underpinned
the success of community projects in a number of cases. For example, Diaw
(1999) reported that out of 50 programmes, 21 were successful due to
community participation. Similar studies in Indonesia showed significant
improvement in rice production. In contrast, there are reports of some projects
that have failed due to lack of community participation. Typical examples are
a water project in Tunisia and the Agathi rural supply water in Kenya. These
two projects and the one time village town halls and community centres in
Ghana a decade and half ago were projects which failed because they were
implemented without community participation. Some of the projects which
earlier suffered some difficulties as a result of non-community participation
later improved after community involvement. A classic example is the
rehabilitation of some of the boreholes in the Upper East Region that were
provided by CIDA but broke down for a long time without being repaired.

It must, however, be observed that there are instances where projects
have been successful without any community participation. This observation
has been made by Paul (1987), cited in Adarkwa and Diaw (1999) stating that
10 out of 50 development projects studied, which had no element of
participation, were successful. This assertion was corroborated by Adarkawa
and Diaw (1999), who revealed that eight projects without any form of

community participation did succeed. Indeed, some studies have shown that

there is no link between community participation and project outcomes.
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However, as regards the level of sustainability of projects, Cernea (1992), after
completing a study on 25 development projects, concluded that participation
did have an impact on project outcomes; however, such outcomes have to be
combined with local institutional power structures to enhance sustainability of
projects.

From the above discussion, it can be said that the sustainability of any
project or programme in any community, especially in a rural community,
hinges on the involvement of the local people in the planning, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation as well as the contribution in terms of labour, cash
and/ or material. An attempt was made in the research to find out whether
NGOS such as to World Vision Ghana operating in Northern Ghana
emphasizes community participation and the involvement of other
stakeholders namely, the District Assemblies and Government decentralized
agencies. Besides, efforts were also made to find out whether World Vision
Ghana further involves other development partners (NGOs) in its development

projects in the communities it provides such intervention.

Community education

According to Bowers (1977), community education basically concerns

the acquisition of skills and knowledge by people in a local community to

improve upon their quality of life. For example, if in any given local

community the people are taught how to filter water before drinking it in order

to minimise the incidence of guinea worm infection and other communicable

diseases such as typhoid and cholera, then one can safely conclude that such

community or people had some form of community education.
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Moving a step further, Brookfield (1993) defines community
education as the process of identifying of community needs and the
subsequent marshalling of resources to meet those needs in order for the
community to develop through social and educational programmes. What this
means is that social and education progress of any community is contingent
upon satisfying the community’s needs. Brookfield (1983) suggests that the
ultimate goal of community education is the development of self-guiding, self-
directed communities, who have been able to identify and satisfy their needs

through the co-ordination, co-operation, and collaboration of all community

resources.

In the light of the above, re-stated by Brookfield (1983), community
education is giving local people assistance directed at their collective thoughts
towards issues that are central to their general welfare at a particular point in
time. Similarly, manner, members of a community should be led to co-operate

and co-ordinate their energies purposefully in order to ensure meaningful use

of local resources so as to meet both immediate and future fundamental needs.
Brookfield (1983) is of the view that community education encourages

the development of a comprehensive well co-ordinated delivery system for the

provision of education, recreational, and socio-cultural services for all the

people living in a given community. In more specific terms, community

education viewed as ‘how’ and ‘why’ theory and principles, of teaching a

particular social and behavioural technology to local groups facilitate

individuals’ learning and also for group problem-solving and community-

building process. For example, why a given method of carrying out a

particular programme instituted and how it instituted should be taught the
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young ones for them to know and appreciate was what goes in their
communities. Indeed, community education is meant to promote self-worth
and self-respect among community members. It, allows them to see
themselves as being unique and capable of doing things themselves.

From what has been outlined above, one can add that community
education could be in the form of capacity building, training of individuals or
groups to enable them to acquire knowledge and skills either through
apprenticeship, short courses organised in the form of seminars and workshops
or long courses such as formal education. In communities where access to
potable water is a problem, single individuals, especially those in rural areas
can possibly solve the problem. The people must see water problem as a
communal problem which must be addressed by all. Community education
provides the relevant or appropriate knowledge needed at a particular time to
assist members to control their own future. It promotes self-reliance.

Arising from the views expressed so far, it is evident that community
education is one of the principles of community development. The fact that
community education provides new knowledge and appropriate skills for
individuals and the community makes it an indispensable, powerful tool for
use by NGOs in developing countries, including in Ghana. Vivian and Maseko
ation of NGOs activities in Zimbabwe, observed that

(1994), in their evalu

consciousness-raising was indeed one of the goals of one-third of the NGOs

operating in local communities. Another area of co-operation between the

world Bank and NGOs, as observed by Cernea (1985), is development

education. What this means is that an effort is made by advanced

industrialised countries such as Germany, UK, US and France to raise
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North, also obtains logistic and financial support from outside. The same can
be said of many NGOs that are springing up.

The main community education strategies used by development
partners, specifically NGOs, include: role-play, drama and demonstration,
storytelling and songs seminars, workshops, focus group discussions. In the
present study, an attempt was made to identify some of the community
education strategies which NGOs such as the World Vision Ghana have

adopted to facilitate rural development in Northern Ghana.

Community entry and organisation

‘Community entry’ refers to ways an NGO gets into a local community
with the sole purpose of gaining deeper knowledge about the specific
community in order to give the concerned community actor the chance to plan
his/her development agenda. This process calls to mind a number of
techniques: Participant Observation, Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) and
Surveys, (McGranahan 1997). For example, when a development partner plans

to provide water services to a number of local communities but it is

constrained financially, it is forced to cut down the number of communities

requesting for the assistance. It must not just rely on the information provided

from available records but should undertake first-hand field study. Similarly,

in an attempt to assist local communities to better their lot, the development

actor should directly involve the rural people to assess issues which are of

priority. For instance, if a development organisation moves into any of the

rural communities with funds ready to assist the people, it might realise that at

the end of the process the people are not using the facility; hence the funds
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spent on the project would have been wasted. However, if the development
actor had adopted the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA). the people’s

priority need would have been known.

It is in line with the above comments that Kotler (1982) states that in
introducing any product or service into a community, the market must be
segmented into sub-markets based on geographic factors, namely: districts,
areas, cities, villages; demographic factors such as: sex, age, family;
psychographic factors such as social class, life style, personality; and
behaviouristic factors like attitudes and loyalty. In Kotler’s view, this lengthy

list must not be glossed over by any development actor because it provides a

fair idea about the needs, wants, and demand patterns of the target group. The
process will also help the development actor to design a befitting programme
or project which will yield the right results. Besides, it will also facilitate the
growth and development of beneficiary communities. In brief, it is expected

that when projects or programmes are designed to meet the needs of target

groups, the chances are that the right product or service would be provided,
and therefore the development partners’ money, time and effort will not be
deemed to have been wasted.

After the development agency completes the community entry process,

the next stage to move into is community organisation. Dunham (1970:4)

defines community organisation as conscious process of social interaction and

a method of social work concerned with any or all of the following objectives:

the meeting of broad needs and bringing about and maintaining adjustment

petween needs and resources in a community or other areas. Secondly, helping

people to deal more effectively with the problems and objectives, by helping
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them because in some instances they belonged to political parties to which

some of their subjects opposed.

Some development practitioners have stated that community
organisation is one of the main strategies of NGOs. Thus, writers like Cernea
(1988) states that the mainstay of NGOs’ contribution to development is not
only financial but also organisational. He notes that the emphasis on NGOs’
activities in organising people, especially rural dwellers, to achieve their
common objectives has been on the increase in recent years. For example,
most NGOs would want a community to get together to make some
contribution for an intended project before they move in to supplement
community’s effort. In this way, NGOs are said to be “putting people first” as
a methodology and also as a goal (Cernea, 1988). In short, NGOs take pains to

organise people t0 make good use of their own local productive natural

resources to create goods and services.

it is argued in some circles that NGOs’ empbhasis on first organising

the people embodies a philosophy that recognises the central role of people in

development policies and action programmes, and the importance of self-

organisation. Vivian and Maseko (1994) indicated that NGO’s, with particular

reference t0 the international ones working in Zimbabwe, put  emphasis on

the mobilization of the local people; thereafter, the local people are aware of

the causes of their peculiar problems. To NGOs working in Zimbabwe, what is

crucial for community development is the ability to organise community

members 1O pool their resources together: labour, knowledge, skills and

ﬁnancial contributions in addition to sand and stones before external

Jssistance is sought. This meant that sustainability of projects is of great
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concern to both beneficiaries and NGOs. They, therefore, emphasize the need
for empowerment of the rural poor and community mobilisation as the key to

the sustainability of community programmes or projects.

Community groups and leadership

Community groups are defined as associations of people in a particular
community with common interests, aspirations, and focus. According to
Wahab (1996), indigenous organisations and grass root associations are built

on the principles of co-operation and organised group work. He adds that an

organization is formed by the coming together of individuals with the common

purpose Of achieving personal objectives. In this instance, it is the survival

instinct of the individual that propels a group to come together. He further

emphasised that an association is a special purpose group and that if an

association is a community development association then it is seen as a

voluntary association or interest group which is usually made up of people

with mutual interest, common purposes, traits and peculiarities. Such come
together with the sole aim of collectively tackling a common problem or

meeting a need while at the same time retaining a degree of self-independence.

Though groups or associations seek the welfare of members, they also

seek the welfare of the entire community to which they belong. In this regard,

three reasons are advanced for the formation of groups. firstly; certain tasks

can be done by the efforts of individuals working together; secondly, groups

provide the individual member opportunities for initiative and creativity;

finally, groups dictate the behaviour of individuals. Besides, other attributes

like group pride, solidarity, loyalty, team spirit, teamwork and mutual
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attraction among members breed group cohesion. In their estimation,
cohesiveness increases the satisfaction of individual needs or goals through a
group, and the more individuals perceive the group as a means to obtaining
their satisfaction, the greater the cohesiveness of the group. Two examples of
groups are the Asanteman Youngsters Association and the Bimoba Youth
Association. There are other such associations found throughout the country.
By natural instinct, people come together in anticipation of receiving
support when a calamity strikes. However, some associations are formed for

greedy purposes, though outwardly they are portrayed as perfect, gentle, and
selfless bodies. Indeed, it is difficult to know from a distance which particular
association is devoted to genuine community service. The above comment
notwithstanding, community groups which manifest in NGOs tend to play an
invaluable role in developing their communities. For example, some NGOs
include community education, mobilisation, motivation and

activities

undertaking self-help projects especially in rural communities. Wahab (1996)

observes that community associations are as old as human existence and of

varied forms, especially in peasant societies. To him, most of the socio-

economic and physical developments of most communities have come about

through the activities of some associations. Salmen and Eaves (1989) also

share similar views as regards the positive role of associations.

One school of thought maintains that community groups, in addition to

a traditional role, also act as agents or partners of bigger NGOs.

playing
Salmen and Eaves (1989) hint that community groups sometimes act as agents
or intermediaries for national and international NGOs in community

education, mobilization and participation. Besides as guarantors of micro—
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credits they collaborate with indigenous organisations and provide the basis
for improved communication between the agent of change and the
communities. These scholars argue that it is more cost-effective to work with
and through existing community organisations in ways that strengthen their
capacity to carry out development activities that reflect priority problems
identified by the community members themselves than attempt to establish
entirely new ones. Wahab (1996) shares the same view point.

Cernea (1987) blamed the failure of some of the World Bank financed
projects on the lack of involvement of local grassroots organisations.
According to Cernea, grassroots organisations act as enduring structures that
can support project-initiated activities long after project completion. Indeed,
these local community organisations are quite instrumental in ensuring long-
term project sustainability. It is refreshing to note that scholars like Kotler
(1985), Paul (1985), and Cernea (1988) equally share similar views regarding
the critical role of donor-funded projects or programmes in developing
countries. As already mentioned previously, the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) water project in the Upper East Region in the
late 1970s to the mid-1980s. Its failure led to the formation of Community
Water and Sanitation Management committees throughout the country. The
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) (1989) is of the
view that external NGOs can form new grassroots groups or organisations
independent of already existing ones at the local or national level in order to
facilitate their programmes. In this way, the local or national organisations
will be open to new channels of resources or funds from the external NGOs to
mselves in terms of logistics and financial strength.

help equip the
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Leadership is as old as the human society. At both international and
national levels, leadership is required; at community level, leadership is
needed. Leadership is very important in community work. Robbins (1989)
describes leadership as the ability to influence a group towards the
achievement of goals. That is, local leaders are people selected on the basis of
cither their interest or fitness to perform. They indicated that groups depend on

leaders for survival. To them, leadership is directly associated with

responsibility; that is, what the leader does or fails to do directly affects the

entire group with particular regard to their welfare.

However, it must be noted that a leader cannot achieve much without

the co-operation of the group s/he leads. The group must recognize the person

as their leader by offering him the necessary support as well as according
him/her the needed respect and power. An example in Ghana is the case of the
leader of the Asante Kingdom in recent years. It appears his success in the
establishment of the Otumfuo Scholarship Fund arose from the fact that most
Asantes recognise, respect and accord him power. They, therefore, accept his
noble proposal to promote education in Asanteman. In fact, the leader of
present-day Asante Kingdom is enjoying mutual confidence and it is this that
enables him to exercise wide discretion and relatively broad powers.
der who is recognised by his people must be ready to

Therefore, any lea

articulate issues that affect their welfare. When a group observe that their

leader is working in their interest, they will automatically recognise him/her as

their true representative and grant such a leader their loyalty; notwithstanding

the personal deficiencies of the person.
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In Gha
na, there are cases where people of higher academi
emic
qualifications have failed to
perform well in politics
and other social
or
national assignments whilst i
those with moder:
ate educational (a i
cademic)
attainment have been able to achi
eve much for the nation, i
, in general, and for
their local community, in particular. Otumfuo Osei Tutu II of Asante Kingd
ingdom

and Sam Jonah of Anglo Gold of Asante are typical examples of personaliti
ities

who have not attained top academic levels such as doctorate degrees (Ph.Ds)
.Ds);

yet they have been able to achieve much for their societies

Community leaders, especially those in the rural areas of Ghana, pl
, play a

crucial role in developing their resp i
ective communiti
ies. The leaders i
in rural

communities encourage their subjects to rally together to contribute toward
S

community projects in the form of labour, materials or fiscal cash. Such
. Suc

|eaders also have the power to sanction subjects or members as w 11, (Di
ell, (Diaw,

1992, Amedzro, 1993). It is not surprising to see signs of physical and social
socia

development in certain communities in Ghana that enjoy relativel b
ely stable

community jeadership whilst in those communities where there is confi
onfusion

over leadership there is low physical development and abject poverty
among

the members, particularly women and children.

Community leaders are often used as agents or intermediaries by
NGOs in areas of community education, mobilisation of resources (labour and
materials), in addition to motivating intended beneficiaries to participate
actively in programmes which will be of benefit to them. Paul (1987) argues
that when a USer group forms leadership within itself, the rate of community
participation increases because the leaders would serve as a source of

ment to their fellow group members. This situation can be likened
ned to

encourageé
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what is now ha —_—
o Pl.)enmg in some parts of Ghana where local co .
ov non-traditional leadership positions with the T peore
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a .
h community water projects. Such newly-created power stonor-sponsored
as the mandate o levy the people or ask them to offer thei e ey
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The story may be different if the donor community o
to by-pass the local leadership and work el inr a';NGO chooses
community. Such an approach may not yield the same result e e
that the community members may see the donors as im s on the grounds
matter refuse tO accord them similar level of co-ope p:SterS and for that

-operation.  Vivian and

Maseko (1994) observe that even the grassroots (local)
al) NGOs mus
t work

ditional, church and |
though 1

gh local NGOs are often times famili

ar with

through tra
ocal elected community leaders. A
s. Accordin
g to

Vivian and Maseko (1994),

o-cultural conditions of the communities in which th
ey operate, th
s ey

the soci
e local leadership structure

o work through th

choose t
g with the communit
y through their
leaders, an
, an NGO,

r [nternationd

whethe
o trust and res
pect those th
at represen
t

nity since Jocal people tend t

s management boards. It has further been noticed
ed in recent

them O
ity leaders w
ho generally control the infl
ow of
ommuniti is, i
ities. That is, it is community lead
eaders

ir respective c

whom the community will accept resources
, to whom
the
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conditions difficult for some relief NGOs to reach the vulnerable, specifically.

the rural poor who through no fault of theirs, have got raw deals or not catered

for by Governments.

Gender and development

In the past decades, it has been observed that society had assigned
roles to both sexes. So for both sexes to be active in any community work, due

cognisance must be given to gender planning and development (Moser, 1995).

Kabeer (1994) has indicated that project planning and implementation

from a gender-based perspective can have only one ultimate goal: projects or

programmes must contribute to changing the balance of the sexual division of

power and resources in order to make it equitable. Kabeer further states that

the basic aim of incorporating the issue of gender into a project is to overcome

the psychological conditioning which governs prevailing gender relations and

militates against changing them. That is, there should be discussions related to

the need to modify some of the gender roles in society such that people will

appreciate why within a family or society some people should / may be

assigned specific tasks just on the basis of sex. Secondly, there may be an

attempt to encourage unity and solidarity among women and between women

and men aimed at facilitating the process of gender equality. Finally, efforts

must be made by interest parties in development to help transform

development practice into a process which involves both the public and the

private.

In order to achieve the above aims, Kabeer (1994) states that a self-

evident pre-requisite is a gender—specific analysis of the project and the
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context in which it will be operational. In this regard, two issues need to be
borne in mind. First, there should be gender awareness among the people who
will be involved in the project design, that is, both the donor NGO and the
local partner NGO and the target group need to be facilitated through gender
training. Besides, target groups should be involved through a participatory,
beneficiary-centred project-design process by way of information gathering
and consultation that will give an equal voice to both women and men at all

levels, more particularly in the target group. This view of Kabeer (1994)

seems to suggest that should there be meaningful development, then gender
issues must be incorporated into development planning processes in respect of
programmes of projects meant for target beneficiary communities. Kabeer
again advocates gender sensitivity in every development programme or

project, its monitoring and evaluation. In this regard, there is the need to

include gender experts and a number of local women on evaluation and

monitoring teams at both the donor NGOs (International) and the local NGOs’

partner levels. Wallace (1994) shares Kabeer’s position by emphasising that

gender planning, monitoring and evaluation all require the active involvement
of women.

From the views of Kabeer and Wallace (1994), it behoves NGOs as

funding agencies to remove all barriers that impede women’s involvement and

participation in development issues. Kabeer observes further that if projects

are to be designed so as t0 be relevant and efficient, NGOs must of necessity

understand what problems people want to solve with a project. For instance,

NGO which intends to institute 2 project has to dialogue with the
an

beneficiary community on the type of project they want, and the groups that
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would benefit from it. A typical example is a water project which has the
potential of helping men to water their domestic animals during the dry

season, and also of relieving women of the burden of walking long distances

to fetch water for household use.

NGOs have to constantly bear in mind that communities and groups
are not homogenous. Men and women have different needs; for instance,
women have different views regarding what effort a donor intends to put in for
the community of which they form part. In this regard, any intended
sponsored project has to consider the gender needs of the community; hence,

the monitoring and evaluation aspect of every sponsored project should

‘nvolve both women and men. So far projects that have been successful by
meeting the needs of both men and women through gender analysis and

participate planning, monitoring and evaluation include FAO’s Philip-

Australian Pilot Provincial Agricultural Extension Project (PPAEP) in the

Provinces of Albay and Camarines Sur, Bukidnon and Misamis Oriental in

Philippine in 1992 (FAO, 1995).

Gender and development is an indispensable factor that has to be taken

into consideration by policy makers. It is a strategy that is appropriate for the

NGOs in Northern Ghana, especially for World Vision Ghana which has its

focus on the most vulnerable groups (women and children) in the rural

communities where living conditions are generally unfriendly towards the

and powerless members of the traditional societies.

weak
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Problems facing rural development

From the forgone discussion it can be stressed that community
participation refers to various attempts made by people towards the
improvement of life in rural areas. The attempts that people make to improve
the living conditions in rural areas are at times carried out in close

collaboration with government departments and other agencies that embark

upon projects to improve social conditions and the environment. The

participation could come about in the form of construction of roads,

community centers, school buildings, health posts/clinics and sinking of wells.

It could also result from street-cleaning, as well as agricultural projects.

In the desire to implement successful community participation in

projects and programmes in rural communities, developing countries like

Ghana are confronted with the problem of urbanization. Thus at independence,

most African countries attempted to develop their communities by embarking
upon large-scale industrialization programmes. Interestingly, this attempt was

a “false start” arising from a sudden exhaustion of the national (state) coffers

to complete the financing of most of the projects that were perceived as

gigantic and white elephants. The result of the first development programmes
initiated by newly independent African States gave rise to the growth of

modern cities as Tema, Ouagadougou, Accra, Lome, and Abidjan. The

inhabitants of these modern cities were privileged to benefit from many kinds

of social services. For example, in these cities there were relatively cheap

goods entertainment and medical services and facilities, clean running water,
9

as well as better and higher educational opportunities.
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placed on large-scale projects. Batten (1967) notes with concern that before
and during the 1960s, this was the trend of development programmes in
emerging developing countries. Interestingly, one would have thought that the
under-development problems inherited at independence by the developing

countries would have been solved much quicker due t h
o0 the

euphoria/enthusiasm for development in all fields of activity. It was furth
. er

presumed that wider support for development programmes would follo i
w suit,
especially in the rural areas. Unfortunately, the enthusiasm faded off b
ecause

community leaders failed to mobilize their citizens to undertake ¢ |
ommuna

labour to support NGOs to provide development projects such as school
school,

buildings and water supply systems in their respective communities t
0 serve

their needs.

Causes of poverty in rural communities

As regards the causes of poverty in the rural areas, physical weakne
> ss

of households appears to greatly contribute to poverty in many ways. Th
. They

jvity, weak labour, and inability to cultivate large areas of crop

include product

lands. It can also result from the people’s inability to work for longer hour
s,
with low wages paid to women and are generally poor men

e, the causes of rural poverty, according to the

coupled
In Ghana, for exampl
uction strategy paper, (2004) are low productivity

government’s poverty red

65



and po ..
rel poarly functiofing markets for agricultural produce. Small-scal
on . ) . -sca
a :1/ , traditional, rudimentary methods and technology; they lack e
n ’ ¢ i
B inputs such as fertilizer and improved seeds that would i e
. nc .
ecause of erosion and shorter fallow periods, the soil los n'aase o
. €s Its K
thereby posing a long-term threat to farmers’ livelihoods, i e
. ) , inco
security. Increasing population pressure leads to continuous culti .
ivation in the

(& Uppel’ EaSt Reglon hel‘eaS a ShOl’tel‘ fa” €1 (D(I n I[e

Upper West Regi
egion, causes less further deterioration of the f
arm land.

Micro-finance and income generating activities

Micro-finan vi v w
ance refers to the provision of financial servi
| . | | ervices to low-
income clients, including the self-employed (Ledgerwood, 1999
, ). Specificall
y’

it deals with the provision of credits to peasant farmers and th
and those engaged i
ged in
19
(1995) states that NGOs constitut
e an

petty trading/enterprise. Amoah

rtant source of providing credits to the poor, especially th
’ y those living i
g in

re (1988) emphasises v
ery strongly that NG
Os have

impo

rural communities. McGui

y affective in the field of mi
micro-finance. Mi
. Micro-finance

proved tO be particularl
as described briefly above, can be carried out di
’ ut directly b
Y NGOs themsel
ves

without intermediaries. On the other hand, NGOs may in additi
ition act as soci
ocial
they can select and i
motivate a grou
p of borrower
S to

intermediaries; that is,

secure loans from banks.

gerWOOd (1999) has ob

g capital for community members to set off
et o

Led |
. served that besides NGOs providing mi
cro-

finance tO serve as small workin

siness enterprises an
sb i i o
y acting as intermediaries or guarantors, N
rs, NGOs

small bu d also in assisting them to acquire small
mall loans

from ﬁnancial institution
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provide additional i
services by encouraging group formation, d
self-confidence ini ot
and training in fi i O
inancial literac
y and manager
ment capabiliti
ies

among members of a
group. Ledgerwood (1999) states further that th
e general

oa . .
goal of micro-finance institutions (MFIS) of which NGO
s are a part is to

service the financi
ial needs of unserved or underserved ma k
rkets as a m
eans of

y

et al.,

1998
), to empower women or other disadvantaged populatio
n groups, and to

] l . | ..

deprived communities. In Ghana
. , such a facility sho
uld be directed t
o the rural

communiti
ities of Northern Ghana, where life is quite hard for fi
or financially

vulnera vide f
nerable groups, and rur al women. Another objective is to pro id
1 inancial

assistance to those already in small business so as to au
gment their worki
rking

capital In order to enable such beneficiaries expand or diversify
ersify thei i
r business

activities.
financing i
g is to encourage and assist th
e

Finally, the aim of micro-

new businesses. In the case of Northern Ghana, w
, women who

development of
initially were engaged in the making of shea butt
er could be assisted
to go into

groundnut oil processing, while rural group farmers ¢
ould be encoura
ged to go

beekeeping, in addition to their normal farming activiti
ivities. These

ding, the main g0

come opportunities fo
r people living i
g in rural

notw ithstan

create employment and in

communitics who generally idle for most parts of the year. Typical

NGOs which have operated successful micro-financial and income :ases- "

activiti€s to improve the lot of most gisadvantaged and anerabgl nerating
€ groups
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especially women include: Grameen Bank, Gonoshasthaya Kendra (GK) and

Saptagran (all in Bangladesh), and the Self-Employed Women Association

(SEWA) in India (Kaber, 1994).

Clearly, micro-finance and income-generating activities are an
indispensable component in designing and marketing community project for
any community in Ghana, especially Northern Ghana, where the level of
poverty is high, hit. It appears this concern is probably known by the NGOs,
thus the reason why there are many International and local NGOs such as
Action Aid-Ghana, Tehnoserve, Sinapi Aba Trust, Catholic Relief Services,
Freedom from Hunger and World Vision-Ghana, which are all engaged in

giving micro-credits to communities in Ghana.

Weak bureaucratic approach to effective community improvement
One of the key reasons for weak bureaucratic approach to effective

community improvement is that plans and projects conceived in the cities do

not necessarily lead to successful rural development (community

development). The best-laid plans may fail to produce the expected results

when communities are not considered as close partners in development. Often

times, people become disillusioned about the implementation of programmes,

the objectives of which they do not clearly understand. The beneficiaries are at

times suspicious of the motives of the administrators of these programmes;

hence such communities do not lend support to the assistance offered.

Therefore, when people are not made to be part of a programme, no matter its

good intention, its target beneficiaries would feel alienated and disassociate
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themselves from it, rather than fully participate in it to enhance the success of

the programme.

It must also be noted that there are other problems which retard the
progress of community development in Ghana. The general view that
Government is “Father Christmas” makes, people, especially the rural folk,
look up to the government of the day as the giant development agent that
should provide all the development needs of its citizens without calling on
them to participate. People generally fold their arms and expect Government

to honour its promises and develop their communities accordingly.

Role of chiefs in rural development

[t is sad to note that chieftaincy, which is the oldest unifying factor and
as such could serve as a mobilizing force for community development, is now

fraught with succession difficulties. The chieftaincy institution, which was

noted in the early 1950s by Dr. K. A. Busia as a powerful tool for mobilizing

the people in Ashanti (Busia, 1958), for community development work, has of

late lost its power t0 bring people together for communal activities. In the past,

chiefs could cause€ the town crier to summon people to discuss and plan

community projects related to health, social or economic development.

Community development was accelerated as a result of the role of chiefs in

their respective communities.

Unfortunately, this one-time powerful institution for development has

ceased to perform its assignment partly because some of the traditional

rulers/chiefs now stay far away from the people over whom they exercise

traditional authority. In some communities, others have lost their authority
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over their subjects through i i
gh inappropriate conduct b i
y mismanaging royalti
yalties
throu i
gh failure to render proper accounts of monies paid by the Stat fe
e as fees
colle ini i
cted from mining and timber firms operating in some traditional are
as.

Ao . e
ther factor, which diminishes the potential of chiefs to mobiliz
e

community members t0 participate in i
community development
programmes,
is political power struggles betwe i
en the chiefs and th
e newly-appointed
political administrators. For example, wh
. , when the People’s Defe
nse Committees
were established in the wake of the 1981 military coup tension arose bet
> etween

some traditional rulers and the then newly-created political institutio
ns.

Besides, some chiefs abandoned their traditional role and engaged in
open

political campaigns thereby siding with one of the political parties

To lessen this unnecessary tension between traditional rulers and their

subjects, chiefs require some form of education to enlighten them on th d
e nee

to be neutral in the political power struggle. By being neutral in ti f
imes 0

heated political party campaigns, it is most probable that chiefs would be abl
e able

to intervene 10 mobilize their people for community devel
elopment

programmes.

Levying of many taxes on individuals

It appears people’s lack of enthusiasm in participation in development
en

programmes arises from the levying of taxes by successive government
ents.

ents of developing independent African countries in their desire t
o

Governm

a number of development projects saw a leeway in levying vari
ious

execute

kinds of tax including poll, income, and property taxes on the citizenry. Th
. €

t the moneys they pay to the Government of the

thinking of the people was tha
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day would be supplemented to undertake development projects in the local
communities based on the understanding that most countries’ natural resources
and foreign exchange earners, namely timber, cocoa, gold and other, precious
minerals come from the rural areas. Besides, it is the rural areas that produce
foodstuffs to feed the entire country yet little attention is paid to their
developmental needs. Not surprisingly, most of the rural people feel reluctant
in recent times to voluntarily contribute in cash or kind to community
improvement programmes, citing unjust treatment by the government in taking

the best things from them and turning round to levy many taxes.

Belief that the rural folk cannot develop themselves

A number of people, including those of high political and educational

profiles are of the erroneous belief that the rural folk, even if given the

necessary [resources and motivation, cannot develop their respective

communities. Generally, rural people generally are not poor but they are the

residual and the last in the line. They are also the most difficult to find and the

hardest to learn from. They also claim that rural people are used to their poor

conditions and limited facilities. In their view it is only large-scale government

projects and huge foreign aid that can possibly wake up the rural people. This

kind of belief about the inability of the rural people to develop largely
contributed to the lack of serious efforts made earlier to aid development in

rural communities. The fact is that no foreign country will willingly provide

massive aid in the form of finance to develop rural areas. Also, decision-

makers often gloss over the fact that given the appropriate education and
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motivation, rural people can make contribution towards sustainable

community development.

The theoretical and empirical bases of these assertions are that rural
people lack the ability to manage their own resources. They equally lack the
requisite skills and knowledge to put donor assistance in the form of physical
cash and materials to effective use to enhance development in their respective
localities. NGOs and other international development agencies like UNICEF
and the World Bank in the past decades initiated development programmes in
rural communities through the top-down approach, rather than the bottom-up,
approach involving the public, and particularly the poor. The top down
approach to development ignores full local community participation so rural

people do not take interest in development programmes initiated without their

involvement.

It is further noted that rural interest groups, which represent the poorest

people, are hardly involved in deciding issues related to donor-funded projects

programmes. This class of people usually do not have the personnel and

material resources needed to effectively participate in negotiations affecting

their socio—political and economic lives. It is further noted that national

parliaments, as well as elected bodies at the regional or local level, often

remain uninvolved, too. However, if participation of the rural people is to

succeed for the benefit of enhancing sustainable development in the rural

areas, then there should be an established permanent dialogue structure

between the NGOs, decentralized agencies, other stakeholders and the target

rural people. Figure 1 is a summary of the process of attaining sustainable
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community development projects in the rural areas of Northern Ghana by

World Vision Ghana, which served the basis for the conceptual framework.

Education

[n the view of academicians, it is lack of capital that has accounted for

lack of participation in development programmes in the rural communities. It
is, however, noted that capital invested in development will not produce the

desired results unless education is appropriately organised along side. Dore

(1976) states that capital given to Europe under the Marshall plan, and capital

given Japan to restore its divested industries, proved productive because those

countries had people with the requisite knowledge necessary to make the

programme productive. He contrasts this situation with lack of adequate

education in developing countries by stating that similar investment in
[ndonesia or Burma which lacked engineers, managers, and technicians failed

to produce the same results. Briefly, education which produces the right

human resource, is critical for the promotion of development in the rural areas.

Indeed, without purposeful education rooted in the rural people, development

programmes are not likely to be sustained and would eventually collapse as

soon as massive funding from external sources dries up.
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Basic needs concept

Fekade (1994) aptly describes the basic needs concept as a strategy to
enable the poor and the disadvantaged to meet their own needs through their

own sweat. That is, people must be made to understand and appreciate the

usefulness of work, particularly hard work, in order to to satisfy their present

and future daily requirements for sustaining life.

Food is vital for every society; hence, everybody must be made to

work for it at all times. Green (1988) remarks that the theory concerns

basically the provision of primary needs of communities and individuals. This

view was also shared by UNESCO (1982). The concept places emphasis on

some provision to be made to meet each person’s or family’s basic necessities

of life such as food, clothing, housing, portable water, health and sanitation

services and education. From the issues raised regarding the basic needs

theory, it can be said that the theory requires governments, no matter their

stage of development, to cater for the welfare of their people. This means each

government, especially governments of developing countries, have to take

note that the key to the development of their economies hinges on the health

status of their people. However, the people cannot attain good health if there is

no provision of affordable food supplies, water and sanitation services as well

as health and nutrition deliveries.
In line with UNESCO’s thinking about the concept, Green an d Walter

(1986 in Fekade 1994) state that the provision of basic needs should include

job creation and the provision of social infrastructure. Ghai (1988) makes

some advances to the concept by emphasizing that it covers other issues such

as human rights, which appear to include Dore’s (1978) view about the theory
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ainst the

indiscriminate use of m
odern technology, i
, irrespective of its soci
ocial benefits
[t is worth noti |
oting that even though the Basic Needs Theo
ry appears

novel and wort i i w ore, subject to
hy, it has some inherent flaws and is, thereft b
, re, subject t

criticisms. Ghai i
ai (1988) points out that the concept lacks
an authoritative

comprehensive, and definitive basis. He adds that the theory h
ory has no standard

measure. I:OI' example as regards hu i
] man rlghts the ques i
tion that ar ise i w
SIS hat

consti « ights” is vi
nstitutes “human rights”? In his view, what one might consid
nsider to be hum
an

rights violation in one country might b i
ght be considered as u
s upholding the ri
ghts of

others by some i i YA G
y one else. A case In point is the Zimbabwe Go
vernment’s

seizure of large tracts of farmlands from the white minority f
or redistribution

g majority landless blacks. This acti
. tion might be re
garded by some

amon

people as upholding the human rights of
others while an
other school of

thought lllight sec the move asa 'iOIatiO“ of human Iights In sho
s ry

has enabled some people with divergent view i
s and ideologies to gi
give different

intel‘pretations to VVhat it purportS to l)()rl
ray. In Conseqllence
differe

policies, strategies and institutional framework h
ave been instit
uted to serve

e of the theory. Hence, some critics argue in many circl h
cles that the

the purpos

s deficient. The concept’s objective function i
nction is vague and di
iffused and

theory i

lacks credibility- It is furt
o serve dual personal goals.

her observed that in various parts of the world
some

people use the concept t
Ghai (1988) further argues that there are
a number of issues rai
raised by
require thorough investigation. H :
. He identified the key i
ey issues

the theory which
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eeds, and the i i

generation of resources to meet those needs. Others are an elaborati f
ion of the

necessary productive systems and structures coupled with the political
olitical,

administrati ,
dministrative and economic problems of transition as the economies shift
shi

towards a basic needs orientation. In his view, the theory has pre d
J sumed a

number of issues or taken many things for granted; hence, many peopl
> ’ € are

unable to comprehend its real meaning and interpretation. Furthermore, th
' re, there

is a problem of how to measure it also how to achieve it. These are all
: all matters

that have not been addressed by the proponents of the concept. It is therefo
. re,

not surprising that its context is understood differently in various '
socio-

politico economic cultures.

Another key problem associated with the Basic Needs’ Theory is that it
ati

gives the impression that the elimination of poverty is very easy. Besides, th
. Besides, the

theory assumes class and group conflicts and underestimates the extent of th
ot the

structural and institutional changes necessary fi
or an effective att
ack on

poverty (Ghai, 1988). Ghai emphasizes that some critics see the theory
as

d and that it r
e (13 M M
presents “social welfarism” in

entirely consumption-oriente

conditions of under-development and thus it is biased against economi
nomic

h. Another argument is that the concept, if fully implemented, would
, wou

growt

perpetuate economic packwardness. This is because it puts emphasi
is on
ods instead of capital goods; that is, of agricultural

production of consumer go

commodities, instead of industrial goods and recommends intermediate and
an

mediocre production techniques rather than modern and advanced technolo
gy-

The concept, s discussed above, is relevant to this work. Thi
. This

s from the fact that rural community development is also ab
about

emanate
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meeting the basic needs of the local people. This is exactly what NG
North i a >
| ern Ghana are doing: that is, providing various interventi fn
agriculture to promote food self-sufficiency, water and sanitati o
) ion servi
health and nutrition services education/training services to reduce illi -
illiteracy

pmen >

and advocacy.

Self-reliance concept

The self-reliance conce i
pt is generally und
erstood as the
process of

mobilizi i i
zing the national energies of each country for develo
pment. The con
stresses on the P
need for every country to develop through the m :
aximum use of

.
S

economically and socially independen i
t. This challen
ge can become a reali
ality

through the active partlcipation of the people in decision-maki
-making at every lev
el

of a community project (UNESCO 1982). Thi
. This view ex
pressed by UNESCO i
is

not different from that of Fekade (199
4): who view
ed self-reliance
as the

€S

efforts and resources.

The lesson that can be learnt fr
om the UNESCO
and Fekade

tions of the self-reliance concept is that as much as possibl
ossible, a country
’

defini

should endeavour to

rather than always look up t0 foreign donors to bail it out of
ut of every lea
st

financial difficulty. This, therefore, means developi
’ oping countries such
as Ghana

should learn to do the following: spend
prudently within thei

their own loc
al

d endeavour to raise sufficient fund
s by widenin
g the scope of th
e

I'CSOU!'CCS an
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| ll'eS tO i
Ck

its ministers and 0 iti
ther political activits so that none is abl
e to pilfer th
e scarce

. .

national oli i i €
p cy guardmg agamst over bOI’l’OWiI’Ig' that is
’ , as much as pos i
sibl

(] 86 i

Brown
reliance on one’s
own
human and natural resources, the
) capacity f

autonomous goal setti isi )

g ing and decision-making and increased i
internation
al co-

operation for collective self-reliance. He emphasized th
at self-relianc
e, as a

number of guidelines to S¢ ve as the basic tene
g ines to ser t sic tenets of the concept of self-re
ept of self-relian
ce

aS : i i p (IS ALY
1 g h.

cannot be shared by the vast majority of the population at that
at particular sta
ge

S

resources and technology. Further reliance on foreign
assistance mu
st be

viewed as the minimum that the country can do with, not th
) e maximum th
at

the country can negotiate. Last but not least, there must be a d
e a deliberate d
e-
from its past de
pendent relationshi
ships with i
its previous

linking of the society

colonial masters.

From the above basic tenets of the concept of self-relia
- nce, it could be

inferred that self-reliance is an integral part of radical
restructuring of
| | the
f international economy. The concept is meant t
0 spur on

t i i

developing coun
oblems through the mobilization and judicious
use of their ow
n

development pr
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resources (UNESCO i
, 1992). Besides, UNESCO states that th
e underlying

principles of self-reli
iance concept are: belief in the people and
and in the nati
on at

large; secondly, the abili
y, the ability of the people themselves to find n
ew resources and

invent new techniques i
ques for applying these resources to serv
e socially usefi
ul

the national ec i i
onomy and direct 1t towards attaining the co
mmanding hei
ghts

of the state. The lesson that can be drawn from the UN
ESCO guidi
guiding

l’il’lCi ievi i
p plCS for achieving self—rehance is that people the dev
s € eloping co i
untries

S.

In addition people should t i
) rust in their own persona
per | skills and

knowledge, and endeavour to develop a strong attitud d
e and will power

believing that they are capable of doi
oing things for them
selves with availab
le

loc i f
al I'CSOUI'CCS. BCSldCS, each member of SOCiCty should bear i
| in mind that sel
relia [ i -
nce requ1res them as a PeOPle to be dlSCip]illed in the use of
resources th
at

are available t0 them at a given time, rather than always look
ooking for exte
| | . rnal
assistance which usually comes with many strings attached. 1
. It is importan
' tt
note that the concept of self-reliance does not in any way ’
mean a com
plete de-

linkity with any external body or nation. What it requi

uires is mutu

el al
hip arising from trade and co-operation and an equitable di

e distribution

relations

urces for the satisfaction of vital Needs

of reso
f Gh
ana, an attempt should be made to properly direct th
ct the

In the cas€ ©
nation’s resources t0 meet the food, water, health and the ed
ucational need
| | | s of
every Ghanaian instead of using the nation’s scarce r
esources to b
uy

s for Members of Parliament
. No wonder
therefore that

expensive car

UNESCO advocates radical changes to be made in the
social, economic
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political alld cultura ife of he develo
leur L i t 1 Pillg countries as to ensure
sure an even

distribution of income, an €
of i
1 , xpansion of the domestic market and mo
re activ
e

participation by the people in decision-
ision-making at every lev f:
level; (the ami
> ily,

community, the school and the organisation)

A close examination of UNESCO’s view’s about the concept of self:
of self-

reliance reveals that the beneficiaries/communities should con tit
stitute the center

of every community development programme. Thus, wheneve
’ r a project /

programme is to be designed it must aim at maki
) aking the local
people better off

through a process of enhancing their in ity i
genuity in order to en
able them tom
ake

use of their locally produced materials to
produce goods for the
mselves and

possibly for sale. From the assertion, it can be sai
) aid that if a country li
ry like Ghana

is able to produce goods locally to satisfy i
its domestic n
eeds, then, it ca
, , n be
li .
reliance or otherwise referred to in Ghanaian

said to be practicing self-

“domestication” meaning the abili
’ ility to produce goo
goods to meet
a

parlance as

country’s domestic needs rather than importing ev ;
erything from forei
oreign lands.

Hence, from what has been said so far ab
out the self-reli
ance concept

one can conclude that the theory is relevant to this
study because i
it calls for
the use of local resources (material human and financi :
’ cial) which consti

stitute an

important component for NGOs’ rural community develo
pment programme
s

in developing countries.
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Dependency theory
Fagerlind and Saha (1989) state that the underlying assumption of th
e

dependency theory is that development and under-development as relational
a

concepts within and between societies are inversely related. In their view, th
. . the

under-development of a region or society is seen as a process which is linked
e

to the development of another region or an outside society. The theory focus
. es

on the process whereby the condition of less developed regions and countrie
S

in the World are seen to be caused by the activities of the metropolis/urban
centres, and the rich nations (the rich Western Europe countries such
as

many, France and the UK and in recent times, the US and Japan)

Ger

For instance, in Ghana, the cities and the urban centres (towns) are

developed at the great expense of rural areas, creating room for the latter to

depend on the former. Similarly, the rich nations (UK, Germany, France the

US and Japan) also develop at the expense of the (developing) poor countries

such as Ghana, Kenya, D-R. Congo and most of the underdeveloped countries

The above scenario has been justified by some renowned development

economists such as Fekade (1994) and his counterparts. According to Fekade

the realization of rapid and high growth rates of Gross National Product
(GNP) requires significant inequalities of income and wealth; hence
t the initial stages will be unequal and uneven. He added that

development a

wth is not evenly distributed in all parts of a region or a country

economic gro

¢ is initially concentrated in poles, that is in the urban centres and

[n his vieWs i
thereafter it extends t0 the rural areas or the hinterlands in the form of capital
flow, innovation, entrepreneurial skills and know-how, industrial and
com mercial work. The urban centres do also serve as important market centres
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fO S I
I the prOdUCtS Of the rural areas. ln Gharla are: Accra Kuma i d
. ’ 1an akoradi

serve as market centres for th
e farm produce fro
m Dambai, Ej
, Ejura, and other

rural communities. Lewis (1970), cited in Fekade (1994), also sha
) res a similar

developed nations vis-a-vi
-4-vis the under-develo i
ped countries. He st
. ates that there

will be “negative polarization effects” initi
ects” initially when agri
agriculture is sacrifi
iced

to finance industrialization i
, physical and social infi
rastructure at th
e poles.

Agriculture will have a trickle down effect thereafter

Nketia (1993) states that dependency may develop betwee
n private

individuals, groups and nations where on
’ e party controls the r
elevant aspects

of behavior of the other party by virtue of i
superior political, soci
, ial, economic
our i
ces related to specific problems. What this

technological skills and res

means is that within families, clans or community, depend
) ency can occur
because Some members will certainly hav
e command ov i
er their neighb
ours

, 1 r N l (¥ i

their fellow kinsmen Of neighbours.

Ninsin (1993) states that the recipe for technological depend
ence and
foreign aid is the draining of beneficiary countries of scarce resources th
s ereby
d distorting develo

hen he goes on to state that the technologically

stifling an pment. Ninsin’s view was acknowledged b
y
ah (1993), but t

Acquand
e subtle means to enrich themselves through giving aid
al

advanced nations uS
with on€ hand and receiving huge benefits from the developing countri

ies with

rough the payment of low prices for their primary product

ucts

the other hand th

(raw c0c08 beans, unprocessed timber, rubber and coffee)
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y

positions in a give i
given society or country. What the elite d
o is to build
and

other developin i
ping countries, the elite consist of the chief d
ief directors
at the

MiniSt r i
ry of T ade, the i who cond
mining sector and top political activists wh
ists
one

ith O i i i rt
erS),

elite usually s i The multi-na
y share the proceeds with the multi-nationals. Th on
. Iti- ti
als

then repatriaté the huge profits to the parent company wh
y which sends it b
ack to

the poor € ry i ort
p ountry in the form of grants or loans to supp h
the minin
g, coffee

and timber sectors in order for th
e cycle of exploitati
ploitation to r
epeat.

Nketia (1 insi rt e
ia (1993), and Ninsin (1993) note further that the d
ependency

ndrome in the developing countries can be summarized
rized as o
pen plunde
T,

o-coloniali . —
lonialism and imperialism. In their view, the h

, the history of th

e

sy
colonialism, ne
s in all developing countries had
been marked
by subjugati
gation and

colonialist

der of thelr human and material resources. With time th
e the coloniali
1sts

plun
der of human beings when i
it was no lon
ger profitable to
use

stopped the plun

r in the plantations. However, the practice of op
en plunder of

slave labou
esources sti
Il goes on unabated but with the conni
nnivance

developing countries T

of the local elite.

¢ dependency theory,
of criticisms. For exam i
ple, in Fagerli
nd (1989) sta
ted

. 1 .
[} een

ed t0 @ barragé

subject
es have indeed shown that foreign investment, trad
, trade and aid

that current studi
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given to a country i
ry in the
short run at least contribute to ec
onomic growth i
in

.« .

t .

b
Ch

to carry out its de j
velopment projects and the aid can onl
only come fi
rom the

it. What that count i
ry needs t0 do is to guard against the practice wh
ce whereby loa
ns

and rants O i 0
g tamed from the de veloped countries are
b not mlsapplled
r

diverted to satisfy personal greed and caprices

It appears the proponents of the dependency th
eory have indeed

lossed overt
g he fact that some dependent nations have suc d
ceeded in becomi
ming

rich while others have remained poor. It appears a blind e
the active participation of some non-capitalist coumriey: as been turned on
Soviet Union, and its allies even though such countries hav; namely the then
r own form of dependency and under-development in pooequally promoted

r countries where

nation. Fagerlind and Sah
a (1989) note wi
ith concern th
e

thei

exercised domi

they
d with the dependenc
y theory for its fai
ailure to provi
ide an

difficulty associateé
native Strategy for development without introduci

Ing any trac

es of

alter
he econom' i
ies of developing countries. Thus, a call f
, a call for the

dependency in ¢

trade relation jecti . nationalisa
s, rejection of international aid or nati
ionalisati
ion

cancellation of

al companies as policies which are not the |
east likely to

of multination

Jiminate dep endency Of promote some level of economi
ic growth n
eeds to

policy makers in developing countries. Besides, th
. s, the goals of

rev ieWed by
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attaining absolut
e self- .
self-sufficiency and autonomy by a nati

" ation are unrealisti

- | . | ealistic,
otally impracticable in today’s world of i
inter-de
The issue then is i -
n is if i
if developing countries cannot do with

ithout gettin

g

involved in the d
ependency syndrome, then what style of depend
ependency-related

develo ment shou h u wi
P ould they pursue ithin a reasonable context? T
? There ap
pears to

through NGOs
for development projects / programmes in th
in the recipient

countries. On the ot
her hand, dependency theorists have not indi
icated clearl
y

d

c . reened
ountries 1n facilitating the dependency syndrome can b
e made to dis
pense

wi . - .
ith their unpatriotic tendencies in order to pull their poo
r countries out
of the

woods.

From the above discussion it ¢
an be deduced
that the de
pendency

theory has a direct link with this study, as World Visi
ision .
Ghana’s assistances

nhance local food self sufficiency

aré meant to€

Modernization theory

Moore (1963) states t

al society i
ociety into the types of technological societ
ety

hat the modernisati
isation theo
ry denotes a
total

transformation of a tradition

ail in the adva
eans is that there should b
e a change in th
e traditional

that prev nced Western countries such as the UK
¢ , France

y. What this m

German
ountries like Ghana Nigeri
, Nigeria, and the G i
ambia, and oth
) er

n developing c

set-up i
In short developing countri
es should ado
pt modern

n countries

Africa
technology of production, embark on industrialization, encou
s !'age the grow
. . th
of urbanizatlon as well as practice pluralism and a multi
iparty system
of
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governance. Fagerlind and Saha (1989) maintain that the theory has a l
causa

link between five vari ; e
iables; namely, modernizi insti
Ys rnizing institutions, m
s, modern valu
es,

modern behaviour, modern society and economic development

To modernize therefore means is to develop; a society cannot h
ope to

develop; until the majority of its population are able to acquire modern val
values.

These scholars further differentiate development by indicating that devel
eveloped

countries aré characterised b}’ Lll’liVCl'Sa' m i
lism, achievemen 1
ement orientati
on,

rdeveloped countries are characterized by the

functional specificity whilst unde

opposite variables of particularism, ascription and functional diffuseness. It i
s. It is

certainly not clear whether there are in real life situations that societie
1€S can

really be grouped into clear-cut watertight compartments Smelser (1963)
states that even in Western societies, there are traces of underdeveloped
ope

characteristics such as the practice of witchcraft.

In the same vein, in underdeveloped countries there are also tra f
ces 0

o-called modern characteristics such as monetary economy and multi
multi-

the s
ems. Esmann and Uphoff (1984 in Fekade 1994) add

y electoral syst

part
to the theory by disclosing that natural factors such as

another dimension

indigenous institutions inhibit development. Therefore, in line with Esmann
phofi’s reasoning, one might be right to say that chieftaincy which is an

and U
ution inhibits develo

indigenous instit pment in certain parts of the country

This point is based on the fact that in certain communities in Ghana people

rend to fight over succession to a stool/skin and as a result life and property
Such confused circumstances tend to destroy the littl
e

g
ach evement they have made over the years, instead of working together to
achieve odern technological progression.
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Smelser (1963
( ) further advances the understandi
nding of soci
al

modernisation
of technology. The end consequence leads t
o a change fro
m

simple traditio i i
nalized techniques to the application of scientifi
ntific knowled
ge. It

by movem
ent from i
subsistence to commercial farming
, resulting i
n

. In

addition i i i i i C e t
i s a tan iti

from i n
the use of human and animal power to machi
chine power. T
. The

t anSf i i i i sls ('I

CCOI i i [ nit
()g]cal d“lle"s'0"9 a"d the mov e"lellt houl Iu'a] commu
i ieS to town
S and

cities. This symbol of economic development does not
necessarily me
| | an an
assurance of quality human life for any country which
ich professes
to have
ned four i
basic transformational proces
ses that

d through the outli

passe
here are pockets of
very poor peo i
ple living in

n development. T

underpi
n the we i [ j
w althler countries _]l.lSt as in underdevel
c oped

ble conditions i

deplora
_to-do people who live in affluence comparable t
e to that

countries there are well

unterparts in the advanced countries.

of their €O
nizatio
n can therefore be characterized into
many

rocess of moder

Ap
plex, systematic global
> , phased, homogenizi
) genizing,

olutionary, com

forms: rev
ive. Wh
at needs to be noted about these vari
arious

and progress

irreversible,
odernization is that they are intermingled. Hence, th
, there appears to

forms of m
e or two particular form
s of modernizati
ization. What

be no such that depicts on
ut modernization is that it i
SS

could possibly pe said abo
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which evolves fi
rom O
ne form to another. That is, it could be 1
revolutionar
y and

systematic.

Eisenstadt (196
(1966) states that modernisation can be viewed
wed as a reali
ity

lon,

modernization € i
an only be sustained when a society devel
ops a certain d
egree

Of ﬂex.b‘ it d llalll' m i
1 lll Y, Yy 1S and 1S able to abSOIb and adeSt to prev

olitical i iti
P and economic conditions. It could, therefore, be d
? , be deduced fr i
om his

iS re i , i S

. I lt

contain som

d, it will be susceptible to a breakdown or total coll
ollapse. Hence

remains rigi

which is goin
going through the process of modernizati
ions

any country Of society,

needs to have the following attributes: flexibility, dynami
’ sm, and capacit
y to

absorb the daily forces of internal and external friction that mil
militate against i
st 1ts

steady progress:
The modernisation theory, like other theories is not s
’ acrosanct. It h

. It has

its own limitation

h traditional ones is not enti
ntirely true. F i
. Fagerlind and S
aha

incompatible wit
d arguments to support the f:
act that the v
alues of th
e two

(1989) advance
ncompatible by citing Japan as an
example where traditi
itional

syst
forms of labourl commitments
e same commitments Were observed to be an imped

pediment in

growth while th

g to Gusfiel

the
[srael, Switzerland and Holland have all
a

es like Japan. Taiwan, Korea,

countri
pving their nati

ve cultures. That is, each of the menti d
one

Jeveloped by prese
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S C
s’

theif i ivi

and yet not [ n 99
y be entrapped in a culture of material dependency (
cy (Hagan 1993)

Besides the izati \4
s modermzatlon thCOIy assumes that d
modern valu
es and

behaviour by in ivi ically e v
by dividuals automatically leads to socio
-economic de
elopment

at the soci
ocietal level. However, Fagerlind and Saha (1989)
stated that this

casual link i
does not necessarily hold because a society i
s not simpl
y the sum

tota indivi ithin i
| of the individuals within it. He notes, for exam le, th
) ple, that emigrati
gration of

professionals from less-developed countries s
some form of
" o of modern
aviour, but could not be said with any certainty to ¢ b
ontribute to st
ructural

and Saha (1989) also states that the modernization theory is i
biased and ethnocentric because the criterion for measurin I: .‘S ideologically
to become Western. That assumption is certainly inade:uatls lt;or the society
e be .

ountries like Japan, Taiwan and Korea . ‘:‘USeb it has
as become

been observed that ¢

ecessarily becoming westernized

modernized without n
s related tO

the work of NGOs in rural communiti

nities in

This theorY i

GOs encourage modernizati
tion of agricul
ture by providi
ing

in Ghana. N

Northe
as dugouts and dams t

o facili
ilitate dry season gardening to

water sources such
g from rain-fed agricultural activity. NGO
) s also

ment produc

supple
¢ Ministry of Agric

Ul

o Jevel 10 maintain extension service programme
s on po
st-harve
) | st
ues. In addition, they introduce rural comm
unities to
new

ement technidq
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.

scale. New breeds i
of animals such as the exotic Malian ty
pe of goats a
re

introduced to rural ¢ iti
ommunities in the North
by some NGO
S.

enable them 10 bu i ike fert
h t Y farm mputs like fe ilizer and chemicals to
enhance crop

)’

l l . F .

hoe and cutlass.

wate
ter sources to enable them 1O undertake additional agricultural
ultural activity i
n

the dry season, and to collaborate with the Ministry of Agricul
riculture to organi
| | | nize
programmes 11 extension services for rural farmers to enable th
e them to acqui
| | quire
modern techniques 10 food production and management
practices to so
me

s that the modernization theory is relevant in Worl
orld Vision

extent confirm

ies which are geared at facilitatin
g rural develo ;
pment in North
ern

Ghana activit

Ghana

Conceptual framework

The conceptual fra
ions facilitate rural develo
pment in Norther
n Ghana.

mework for the study sheds light on how World
or

ana’s intervent
ptimisation Model, conceptualised by Parsons (1969)

n Model suggests that an organisati
anl ’ .
ganisation’s effectiveness is

The Goal Optimizatio

- ed by the con

. t lS
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every organisation must define its main purpose for being in existence, that

is, specify its goal in clear terms.

e every organisation should determine its resources or capabilities that could

be used to achieve its goal within its operational area.

e an organisation should establish means for coordinating efforts to achieve

its goal.

According to Parson, (1969) the Goal Optimisation Model centre on

clear definition of objectives and methods of evaluation of individual or group

accomplishments. Its interventions of World Vision Ghana are rooted through

the Goal Optimization Model in order to promote rural development in

Northern Ghana. Thus, by providing beneficiaries with modern technological

knowledge and skills as outlined in the modernization theory, it is expected

that World Vision Ghana would be able to contribute its quota to improve

upon traditional industries as outlined by the endogenous concept of

development.

To meet its goal in Northern Ghana, World Vision Ghana either has to

compete of co-operate with other organisations in the areas it operates. In this

regard world Vision Ghana has been collaborating with identified

stakeholders and other development organisations that are engaged in poverty

reduction, wealth creation, and accumulation in the beneficiary districts. The

Goal Optimisation Model does not only assist World Vision Ghana to

determine  the effectiveness of the methods adopted but also their
s have to fall in line with what the target

functionality- Besides, its activitie

ps desire in order to meet its goal for the North.

grou

92



In summary, the Goal Optimisation Model adopted by World Vision

Ghana is based on the dependency and modernization theories as well as the

concepts of development, rural development and endogenous development. I
.In

addition, the basic needs and the self-reliance concept were also drawn t
)

guide the choice of the Goal Optimisation Model as basis of the conceptual

framework. Thus, to be able to achieve its goal of contributing to rural

development in northern Ghana, World Vision Ghana focused its interventions

on the following:

e access to food self-sufficiency

° potable water and

o education/training in rural communities.

It is expected that World Vision Ghana can meet its goal in

contributing to rural development in the North, if it utilizes the Goal

y. Thus, the adoption of the Goal Optimisation

Optimisation Model efficientl

Model by world Vision Ghana is, therefore, meant to help it uplift the

economic, social and psychological welfare of rural communities in it
s

beneficiary districts in the north. Figure 2 is a summary of the Goal

Optimisation Model adapted by World Vision Ghana in its target communities

in Northern Ghana.
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

Introduction

This chapter describes the methodology used in conducting the

research. It COVErs the type of study and study area, target population,

sampling procedure, research design, research instruments, pilot study,

conceptual framework for analysis, weaknesses of the “before and after”

framework, techniques of analysis and limitation of the study. In this

particular research, there is the need to start with problem definition. Prior to

the collection of data for the study, there were series of interviews and

rsonal discussions with various stakeholders on different programmes

pe

initiated by NGOs in the study districts. These interactions with the

stakeholders facilitated the definition of the key issues related to rural

community development.

It also included methods adopted for obtaining data through the use of

ardized Open-ended interview techniques as shown in (interview

the stand

schedules 1, 11, I and IV). Interview Schedule I covered household survey;

Schedule 11 covered world Vision Ghana activities; Schedule II1 covered
District Assemblies and identified decentralised agencies, namely, The
Ministries of Agriculture, Health, Education, the Water Board, and the
Sanitation Unit of the District Assemblies; Interview Schedule IV was for
ponses of the four sets of Interview Schedule I,

focus group discussion. The res

95



11, 11l and IV were grouped according to topics in order to facilitate baseline

situation analysis and assessment of World Vision Ghana programmes in

Northern Ghana.

Study area

The study is on the contribution of World Vision Ghana to rural

development, with particular focus on its operations in some selected districts

in Northern Ghana referred to by its officials as ‘Area Development

Programme (ADP) districts. At the time of writing, World Vision Ghana had

established seven Area Development Programmes out of the twenty-four

political Administrative Districts of the Northern, Upper East and Upper West

Regions, which constitute Northern Ghana. The seven ADP districts are

Savelugu/Nanton, Bongo, West Mamprusi, Tolon/Kumbungu, Nadowli,

Gushegu/Karaga, and Saboba/Chereponi districts. World Vision Ghana plans

to open one more Area Development Programme office in 2005 in the Talensi-

Nabdam District in the Upper East Region to make up the eighth Area

Development Programme (See Figure 3). Based on time and resource

constraints, three out of the seven Area Development Programmes (districts)

namely; Bongos West Mamprusi and Savelugu/Nanton, were selected for the

present study.

96



Research design

The resea i
r rch design chosen for the study was the descri .
scriptive sample

survey. It sou ht to h St
y ght t assess the contribution of World Vision Ghan
ana to rural

deVCIOplllelll', i °t
€ Selected

districts rural beneficiary communities. It was meant to find
out whether rur
al

communities 11 which World Vision Ghana operate we d
re deriving an
y

b k4 1

education/training facilities.

The process involves the collecti
on of data in ord
er to test hypothesi
esis

ons concerning the current state of the subject under stud
udy. It

or answer questi
helps in determining and revealing the W i
ay things are (G
ay, ]992) It furth
- er
situati Hexi
ituation as it exists at the time study wa
s

provides a picture of a given
conducted. It involves getting answers from a
selected grou
p of people to a
ghtful properly worded questions on th
e subject of inter
est and

set of thou
d by the researcher and a team of trained research assist
istants. The

administere
ysed, using basic statisti
ics to enhanc
e meaningful

field data were later anal

is of the effect of the programmes on the life situati
ation of

nities in the selected districts.
Four different sets of questionnaires were d
rawn and admini
istered by

and his team of six research assistants. The object
was to

poth the researcher
n ﬂrst—hand i

elivered to the

nformation from the target communi i
munities. The :
. The questionnaire

obtai
was personally d NGOs by the researcher for them to
respond
within a given
d by the six research assistants, while the third
ir

to in writing time limit. That of the h
ouseholds in th
[
as administere

communities w
nto identifiable bodies such as the Distri
rict

naire was give
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ASSCmbli S ini i i le]

Compan i
P Yy an the EnVernmental Protection Agency he
d . The fourth set, which

sought answers from
the focus groups, was carried out by th
e researcher

. . .

al

observation i
, official records, and general library reading in ord
order to obtain

additional data from relevant literature to enrich the stud
udy.

Also, to achieve meaningful results from the study, th
, the work wa
s

conducted in three phases: the first pha
: phase lasted nearly fou
y four months, beginni
, beginning

from September 2001 to December 20
’ s 01. Durin hi
g this first phase
s the

her and his team of sIX assistants were engaged in the listi
isting of houses

munities, tWO i
o in each of the three selected World Visi
sion-

researc

in six selected com

Development Programmes Distri
istricts; namel
’ y, Savelugu-Nan
ton,

Ghana’s Area

West Mamprusi and Bongo districts. The second phase beg .
an in January 2002

and lasted only three weeks due to the researcher’s invol
vement in a car

accident, which got him hospitalized for a lon :
g period of time. D
. Data collection
resumed from January 2003 to October 2003 .
. It involved intervi
terviews, self-
focus group discussions, and field observati
ation.

administered questionnaires,

final phases lasted from Novembe
r 2003 to Decemb
er 2005. It

The third and
involved the processing of the field dafa data analysi
) alysis, and writi
’ ing of the

fts followed by @ final report for submission

report, first in dra
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Target population

The target population ¢ i
onsisted of all peo ivi
ple receiving Worl Vi
d Vision

Ghana‘s a i i .l e f
ld

Vision Ghana implements its ADP programmes

Six rural communities, tW
, two each from the th
ree Area Devel
opment

Programmes (ADPs) districts were selected: Pong Tamale a dL
nd Laligu in the
Savelugu-Nanton ADP district Ya
. Yagaba and Kubore in
the West Mamprusi
. prusi
strict and Gowrie and Adaboya in the B
ongo ADP district. Th
. The choice

ry communities Wwas based
on the fact th
at those

ADP Di

of the six beneficia

d benefited from World Vision Ghana assistance for at |
at least

communities ha
four years. It was assumed that such benefici
. eficiary communiti
munities would be i
eina

de adequate responses to the questionnaires and also

better position to provi

participate meaningfully in the focus group discussions
unities (that is, Gowrie and Adaboya in B
ongo

ix selected comm

jstrict Yagaba and Kubore in West Mamprusi ADP d P
, istrict, and
£ Ong

The s

Tamale and Laligu in gavelugu-Nanton ADP District) are shown in F
in Figure 3.

. f the siX beneficiary communities was purposive. Th
. Ihey were

beneficiaries of World Vision

procedure for sample selection
 study, there WErE 40 registered NGOs i
in

ceptiOﬂ of th

9 Ic

Northern Ghana, internatio
were foreigh and 25 national/local. Despite this large number of local d
an

international NGOs, the researcher selected one - national NGO on pur
pose
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for this particular stud i
y, the main reason being limitati
g limitation of fu
inds for the

study. Beside he problem g
y the probler of resource constraint, the researcher w
as working

within a limited ti
thin a limited time frame. Furthermore, the researcher discovered
ered that ev
en

though there is literature On NGO iviti
s activities in the N
orth, much of it i
’ it 1s

general thereby necessitating a comprehens' £
. ive study of one o
f the NGOs

world Vision Ghana was therefore, selected for this study with f
rererence to

its history programmes method of operation
1 , and the effect of its i
its intervention
S

ing water/sanitation, health/nutrition, and education /
’ ion

on agriculture, safe drink

(raining services i its beneficiary communities.
The simple random sampling technique w :
as used in the s :
election of

beneficiary rural communities from each of the th

ree Area Devel

opment
as to help minimise bias and give credibility to

the final findings- The process of deriving the sample size began first witl
& rst with
listing the houses in six communities. The total number of houses in tl
in the six
840 (See Table 3), though there were differences in tl
in the

in each Arca Development Programme (ADP) district (S
ee

therefore, the need to obtain a representative fraction f
n ror

in this, the total number of houses in a district w
as

in all the three districts.  For

i 720 ,
ple fraction was 0.39 ("*/1840); in West Mamprusi it

anton the sam

Savelugu/N
ongo it was 0-29 (**/1840)-

as 0.32 (580/1340); in
with respect 10 the sample size for the number of houses, it w
> as

| number of houses should be used based on limited

decided that 6% of the tota

his came up to 110 houses, that is(-6_
100 1840),

ime frame- T

ample houses in each A
rea Devel
opment

100
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Programme dis i
trict the sample fraction for a district wa
s multiplied b
y the

total sample
ple of houses (See Table 3). In each of the 110 houses f
es four adults

were Chosen i i W T
) femaleS
he €

possible. Therefore, the €x
, pected sample size w
as 440 (Table 3)
. It must,

however, be not
ed that the houses represented households which
constituted

the unit sampl¢€ for ana is. A
it pl lysis. AS contained in the GSS Survey report (2
y report (2001) the

‘households’
stands for members of a house living together and
r and sharing

term

same cateri
atering arrangements. In Northern Ghana this criteri
ion appears to b
e

the
true ities; i
ue for most rural communities; hence, it seemed appropriate t
e to use hou
ses to

represent households as units of analysis for this work

As to which houses would constitut
e the sample ho
useholds, the lotte
. . ’ ry
mise bias. In addition, as to which adult t
0

system Wwas used so as 10 mini

Id i
an equal opportunity was given to all the house

interview in a given househo

pers who were available and ready to be interviewed. |
. In the case of

d not have the required number of adults, the team h
’ am had to

mem

households that di

move to the other households t0 make up the difference in th
in the number
of
ntinued until the expected figure was obtained
e

respondents- This procedure co

d of the data collection exercise.

at the en
actual returns were 404. This short fall was d
ue to

HoweVer, the

part of the research assistant during the process of the fi
e field

human error on the
coupled with th

earc i
arch team to provide appropriate responses Th
. The

e fact that, some potential respondents refused
€

data collection,

to cooperat® with the €S

e

te was about (404 %100 | =92%
°r 440 >

respons
[n addition; one officer from each of the World Visi
Vision Internati
ational

velopment Programmes Districts (ADP
s), Savelugu—N
onton,

(Ghana) Area D€
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West Mamprusi
S . .
prusi and Bongo was interviewed. Similarly, an offi
, an officer each fro
m

y9 the

Ghana Educati ice i
on Service in the respective three (ADPs) distri
ricts was also

interviewed. Identi i
ntified community groups and target individuals
were also

. . .

on NGOs’ activities (World Vision Ghana in particular)

3: Number of respondents from three area devel
evelopment

Table
programmes districts
Name of A B C D
Study i
Districts
ADP Number Sampling  Adjusted Expected  Actual
District of listed fraction N Proportion Returns R
Houses Bx 110 Cx4 -
Savelugy/ 720 0.39 43 172 16
Nanton 0
west/ 540 0.29 32 128 120
Mamprusi
Bongo 580 0.32 35 140 124
Total 1840 1.00 110 440 404
Source: Field Survey 2002

102



Research instruments

The data for t
he study was collected from primary and
and secondar
y

sources. The uestio
q ns had two characteristics: they were |
closed and
open-

ended.

The closed ende i
d questions were meant to give the respond
ondents time t
0

provide the a i
ppropriate answers to the questions It was aim
. imed at minimisi
imising

l'eSUlt i i i -e [+ u

. t

further facilitated the recording of respondents’ responses
made it easier to record quantitative field data. Kerlinger (1 9 Suemﬁcally, it
closed-questions have two benefits: they promote o 73) indicates that
thus ensuring 2 high reliability of answers to . pt::f measurement,

ern of response

needed bY the researchef. On the other hand, the o
’ pen-ended questi
ions

ndents leverage (

stions). Itis further n
oted by Kerlin
ger (1973)

provide respO freedom) to express themselve
s openly and

freely on particular issues (que
gh open-ended questions are dictated
by the probl
em or an issue

that even thou
berty to answer i
questions the w
ay he or she d
eems

pondent is atli

ares
espondent is restricted
to provide
a standard fo
rm

at stake,

Also through open—ended questions, it is .
’ possible to obtai
in some

that was previously not thou
ght of by the re
searcher, but

relevant information
which could surface through the process of not limiting T
espondent’s
i to
straight jacket answers Kerlinger (1973) echoes that open e
i ¢ queStiOns
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enable the researCher to kn en
ow the respondent tru
ature that iS the f
4 B 1r belie

ide an avenue for the researcher t i
o obtain detailed i
information fi
rom

ar problem which demands various views arisi
ng

prov

respondents on 2 particul

to the questions raised in a questionnaire. Best and
. n

from respondents’ answers

Kahn (1995) state that the process of engaging in open-ended questi
ions is
om for respondents t0 indicate what they conside
ras

good because it creates 10
st important reason for opting for a particular choice of answers. B
. Best

r state that the rese

their mo
archer might not have foreseen this

and Kahn (199) furthe
point but by making room for respondents to freely express themselves, he or
she stands the chance of gathering :nformation which had not been anticipated.
AS regards the provision for the focus group discussions, an interview
nformation needed to augment the final

overing basic i

( Appendix V). It must be noted that in the process of

consideration was given to the

preparing the focus

£ Cohen and 95). They emphasise that an interview guide

Manion (19

yiews O
eds to cover the objectives and the research

for focus group discussions ne
n appropriate guide for the resear her to obtain the

m the identified yarious groups. According to

collected fro

. on (1995); it is possible 0 obtain all members of the groups

Cohen @
in focus group d

ilar interests together in an open and

iscussion sessions because such an

ople of sim

this process, group members are able to express

them directly or the neighbourhood

pat matters most in the conduct of a focus group
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diSCUSS.O i ili r te f
9 Ch

can stim
imulate and promote free and frank discussion amongst b
members of th
e

respective focus groups.

Besi i i
sides, beneficiary community members were grouped accordi
ording to

their social standing as well as those Wi
ith a common in
terest. The
. youth were

t in the same discussion group with th i
e senior citizens. Simi
. Similarly, the

not pu
not put together with the men’s
groups. Finally, the

women’s groups were
constituted each group was limited to eight in ord
er to

number of people that

n of the issues raised in the interview guide

ensure orderly discussio

Pilot study
Before the commencement of the study, the researcher performed
ed two
First, a pre-test of the questionnaire meant for World Visi
ision-

assignments-
lopment (ADPS

) district officers was conducted on
one

g Aread Deve

Ghana

National NGO called New Energy working in the West Mamprusi (ADP)

district gimilarly the questhnnall‘e for the beneficiary communities
a village in the Savelugu-Nanton (ADP)

r the focus group discussion was pre-tested o
n

elopment Programme (ADP)

District:
rcise helped the researcher to eliminate ambigu
ous

e it possible to effect corrections on the

. ,naires pefore using them for the actual research

work. From the pre-test exercise, it W85 revealed that the time allotted to the

orK.

uestionnaire was too long, hence there was the need t
(0]

rview

household inte
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edu h i
attent‘ i

the course of the i i
ei
nterview. However, some degree of care was tak
as taken in
order

of adequate data to enhance the quality of the study

Framework of analysis
The study was @ descriptive type geared at finding Out/ World
| o orld Vision
Ghana's contribution to rural development in Northern Gh

ana, as regards

£ sufficiencys potab

It called for comparative procedure. The

le w itati
ater and sanitation services and

access 1O food sel

education and training facilities.
s is based on the ‘before and

after’ (with .

and without)

comparative proces

e of evaluative procedure is meant
to facilitate th i
e setting up

method. This tyP
gainst the results pefore the interventi
ntions vis-a-vi
-vis the

of benchmarks a
entions in the study districts. By employi
ing

situation after the NGO’s interv
h of looking at the findings of the data anal
alysis

ﬁer’ approac

‘pefore and @
oW, attention is focuse

that foll
s d on food self-sufficiency

the

and the discussi
on i
in the study communities

education/training situati

/sanitation a
started providing

water.
sion Ghana some interventions vis-a-vis th
- €

bCfOI‘C WOI‘ld Vi
sistance at the time of the research The outc

NGO’S as

omparative pm

a contribution t0 rural development i
in

effCCt Of the
cess enabled the researcher to assess

after

of world Vision Ghan
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Techniques of analysis

At the i
end of the data collection exercise, the different set f
ets of data

collection i i
llection instruments, partlcularly those for the households, w
, were counted to

find out the T€s
ponse rate. The data instru
ments were numb
ered for

ses and edited so as to minimize coding mistakes. Th
. The

identification purpo

es provided by the respondents t
o the same i
questions were

various respons

are coding manual

d using Computer Software Package

used to pre
prep s. Master data sheets were prepared afterward
rds,

and the data were processe

Responses from the survey households were collated and d
nd duly

onnaires Were coded and data entry made int h
into the

ted. The questi

a were then analyze

tabula
d using the chi square (%) test

computer. The dat

Chi square ") formula
2
x*) was calculated, using the following

quare statistic (

The Chi S
formula:
& 2
X 2= Z(O' -E :)
i=l E where;
Oi = Observed data
Ei = Expected data derived from the observed data
RiCi
Ei = 7
where:
R; = gum of the observed rows
C. = gum of the observed columns
n = Total number of observed rows and columns
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Interpretation of chi-square (xz) results
The results were interpreted by using the conventional chi square (x°)

decision criteria. The decision criterion states that the association between any

two variables is statistically significant when their calculated x* values is

equal to or greater than the critical tabulated value with the appropriate

significant degree of freedom.

At 5% significance level, the tabulated % value is 3.84 for a degree of

freedom of 1. This is the critical tabulated value against which the calculated

x? is compared.

Hypothesis

The null hypothesis is that there is no significant difference with regard

to the number of households with access to food self-sufficiency, safe drinking

water and educational facilities before and after the programme. The

alternative hypothesis is that there is significant difference in the number of

households with access to food self-sufficiency, safe drinking water, and

educational facilities before and after the programme.

The Ho: P1 = P, versus Hi: P, #Pa.

Where Pi represents the number of households with access to: (i) food

self sufficiency, (ii) safe drinking water, and (iii) educational facilities before

the programme, while P, represents the number of households with access to:

(i) food self sufficiency, (i) safe drinking water, and (iii) educational facilities

after the programme.
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Limitations of the study

Ideally, a sample should have been drawn from each of the seven Area

Development Programme districts in order to enhance the validity of the
findings. That is, the study should have covered all the Area Development

OWEVET, the selection of three programme districts

amme districts. H

ess. Another problem

Progr
that emerged in the course of the

ensured representativen
field study was that the researcher got involved in a car accident and was

The absence of the researcher in the field to

used a delay in the data collection process.

hospitalised for three months.

rch assistants €@

supervise the resed
elf-ﬁnanced; hence, any time the researcher ran out of funds

The study was 5
e money to continue from

d till he came by som

ped.

where he stoP
e of some of the programme field

o—operative attitud

national headquarters to willingly release official

activities in order to facilitate discussion

sment of the programme in the beneficiary

of the study on time. To

y worked as officers who at first proved difficult

er access o the needed documents.
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CHAPTER FOUR

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY OF NGOS IN NORTHERN GHAN
A

An overview of Northern Ghana

To be able 10 appreciate NGOs’ contribution t0 rural developm
ent in
it is appropriate to examine some key factors, which affected
J e

Northern Ghana,
elopment in the area. Geographically, the north

e to affect dev

of about half the total land surface of the country. It
. Itis

wed with rich arable land suitable for the production of vari
ious

millet and rice. Leguminous Crops notably cowpea
’ S,

peans, also abound in the region. The area also has th

€
the rearing of cattle, sheeps goats, pigs and birds. It also leads in
production. The Shea tree, <dawadawa’ and a host of

abound in the region. It has the potential of
nation’s food requirement.

s equally rich in mineral resources. For example, gold, iron

] N .
deposits of commercial quantities are found in most parts of the
indigenous inhabitants of the region are noted for their

region- B
modesty and pardwork: However, 1 spite of the region’s rich natural
Jowment 17 rcultural products 214 mineral resources, the area lags
en
s especially those in the southern sector, in all aspects of

v gnail pace development process is attributed to the

The area®
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certain factors Firstly, the N
X , orth was naivel i
y misrepresented
as an area that

Iacked (& i
resources of commerc1al value. It was portrayed as
an area with h
arsh

h Sic . . o .
physical and climatic conditions; hence, investors were scared and
and, therefo
re,

not attracted t0 invest there.

gecondly the Colonial Administrators Wi
) wilfully failed t
0 express
o they selectively discriminated against it in th
n the

interest in the North, S

me outlined for the whole colony. The col
. olonial

development program

ded the north s an area that had no potential for th
or the

administrators regar

development of agriculture as well as the mining of mineral resou
rces — old

s and manganes

were considered as a source of cheap labour t
0

e Jiamond e. The only good thing the colonialists sa
w in
people, Who
e mines in the Southern sector as well as perf
orm

h as Kumasi, ACCra, Sekondi —Takoradi, and C
> ape

in cities suc

Coast.
jeve the objectives of obtaining cheap labour f
rom the

plantation farmers and the colonialists at
a

fforts Were made to ensure that the North was starved of
ed o

onSCIOUS €
velopment proje

Lt de cts. The well- designed and

eant purely to either halt or slow down physical
sica

(th and t© redirect such funds to help speed
ed up

i and the coastal towns: The British Governor Sir F. M.
’ r

1 1899 when he wrote to the Colonial Secreta
ry

in Britain-
o strongl
For the presents gly urge the employment of

€ resource

I therefore cannof t0

s of the government upon the development of th
e

all availab
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country to the so i
uth of Kintampo leaving the Northern T
erritories to b
e

dealt with i
ith in future years. I would not at present
spend upon th
e

y a

penny more than i
n is absolutely necessary for thei
ir suitable

single
administrati
ration and the encouragement of the transit trad
rade.(Benin
g,

1971; 220).

iew iali ini
of the colonialist administrators, it was a d
’ good option
to

In the Vv

delay development in the North till such time that surpl
urplus funds

. were

available. Consequently, funds were directed to prop up devel
velopment in

3 th

Southern towns and cities that were within the ‘golden tri e

riangle’: Accr

. a-

radi/Sekondi. The
«“push and pull” forces in
the North. Thi
. T'his process

Kumasi—Tako policy of selecti
ctive develo
pment as introdu
ced

jalist created

by the colon
on from the area to the
south to seek
work in the

abour migrati

precipitated ]
bber plantations and

a farms, the ru

to do odd jobs in the southern

mines, c0c0
ban centres.

cities and ur
g Northernl Ghan

a of general physical development

Besides denyin
ds and railway the inhabitants Were also deni
nied formal educati
ucation.

necessary to O
n scope and so did not provide adequat
ate

such as roa
n it pecame

was limited i
ciaries. Among the social services that w
ere

en i
p schools in the area, it was observ d
e

Thus, whe
urriculum
ion to the penefi
facilities and health i
services. The
. absence of

that the €

denied the area N
services exposed the people to various disease
s such as
[eprosy, me
, asles and i
guinea w
orm.

e area experienced an outb
reak of
an endemi
ic

henever th

ricu]tural productivity fell.

inea worm, ag
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From observati i
ation, it appears the development gap b
etween North
ern

Ghana and th
e South had been the result of neglect of the a
rea (the North) b
y

the coloni ini oW er sev
al adm Y
inistrators. However, onc is at a loss as to wh
aft
y r several

Of

differe
nces between the North and South in terms of general d
evelopment. T
uesti . .
questions to be answered with reference t0 differences i
s in develo
pment

h and the South are as follows: (a) Is the are
a still being

between the Nort

neglected as Was the case during the colonial era? (b) Does th
e size of the a
reca

o catch up with ot
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d present governments have not sho
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affect its ability t her regions i
gions in terms of de
velopment? It i
¢ It
people that pas °

9 ely

cal will to the ¢

any strong pO]iti
one velo j
y for de elopment projects in the area With
. Wit

t amounts of m

vote significan
m the central governm i
ent, it becom
es extremel
y

very little money coming fro

dertake and carry out projects and
programmes tha
t provide

difficult to un
s like safe drin
f thought holds th

king water, clinics and schools for the peopl
eople.

social service
her school ©
th regard 10 rural

e vi
jew that the continuous slow

Anot
community development in North
ern

pment wi

pace of develo
nstraints experi
rienced by
successive

nt financial CO

+ of falling prices of cocoa, timbe
) r and

'amonds) in the world market as a i
gainst price hi
ikes of
ed goods from the developed countri
ult of
ange earnings from exports the centr
’ al governme
nt has,
peen unable t0 increase budgetary allocati
cation to me
et the
egions development compon
ent nation wi
ide. It,

at Northern Ghana, which is the focus f th
of the
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Stl.ld be'n e large
Y, Ing th la g st of all the regions in the country in terms O
f land mass

ommensurately from the annual budget
etary

should naturally have penefited €

allocati i
ocation. Unfortunately this has never happened; hence, d |
’ , development in th
€

area conti
ontinued 10 suffer stunted growth for years It is, theref
* i refore, n0o woO
’ nder

that Northern Ghana still lags behind the rest of the count
ry in terms of

This assertion is confirmed by a nu b
mber of

physical development.

from
g the level Of urbanization industr' 1
) 12

development indicators rangin

s basic social facilities. O
. On the avera
ge, the three

ons constituting Northern Ghana
are observed t
o be the

administrative regi
£ urbanization by 1984 as low as 8.5% for th
. r the

the Upperl West, and 24.7% for the Northern Regi
egion.

elow the national average of 31 3% as at 198
: 4

0.8% for
levels fall far b

Upper East, |

These individual

(GSS, 2002)-
centration of industries, the South is bett
etter

with regard t© regional cof
n Norther® Ghana. THUS: as regards industrial devel
opment

red for tha

cate
ustries employing 30 and over pers
ons,

pumber of ind

indicators such &
the North is at a great disadvantage. The industrial
1al nerve

dded etc
around Accra/Tema,

yalue &
e country is

aw thh acc

Sekondi/T akoradi and Kumasi
ount for over 38% of the total numb f
er o

92.1% being value added, and about 83.5% of
.5% of the

ed In industry in Ghana. The remaini
ing

for rcspectively,9.6%, 76% and 15.8% of
.8% of the

yalue added and number of persons empl d
oye

contrary’ Northern Ghana accounts for respectively,1.3%
»1.370,
the establishments, value added, and
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tota
| number of persons employed. These observed scenarios togeth
er with the

low level of urbanization in Northern Ghana clearly reinforce its rurali
rality.

[t must also be noted that road netw i
ork which is criti
ical to agricult
ural

development anywhere in the world and i
, particularly Ghana is v
’ ery poor in

the North. Except @ few major roads which link the regional capital tow d
ns an

general condition of roads is deplorable. Fo
. For

some key urban centers, the

in Bongo district are approximately 245km but are barel
rely

example, the roads 1

£ rains at the peak of the rainy season which i
is

August. Also in the West Mamprusi district, the road

s equally poor. For example, the total length of feeder road
S

icts is about 360km, out of which of 21km need
s

in the West Mamprusi distr
ling whilst others need major construction to ensure all-year-round
: -roun

Report (2002) indicates that the district has a

is relatively one of the lowest in the

d accessibility in the district is very poor, as compared
’ ed to

he North. This poorly served road network has for
a

that of other districts in t
e provision of other social and economic

jong time had @ ripple effect o th
result of the poor and badly maintained nature of

pe(:la“}’ in such deprived districts as West Mamprus
i

bicycles and donkey-carts are used as the main means of
s. The poor state of the roads render

arkets and farm
ing rainy season. The inter-regional disparity
is equally wide in respect of delivery

to health care delivery, the three regions in
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example, Northern Ghana has about 2.4% of the health facilities in the

country. Whereas the Greater Accra and the Ashanti regions have a doctor-

population ratio of 1: 6,400 and 1: 18,000 respectively, Northern Ghana has a

doctor population ratio of 1: 110, 000 (GSS, 2004). Besides long period of

socio-economic problems, the North also experience repeated inter-ethnic and

chieftaincy wars. In 2002 the area was plagued with a number of chieftaincy

and ethnic conflicts such as the Kpabuso-Mpaha, Bawku, Wa, Yendi and

Bimbago conflicts. These conflicts can be alluded to high illiteracy rates

prevalent in the entire North coupled with long periods of non-economic

activities which make majority of the people gullible to misinformation. Thus,

to solve the problem of underdevelopment in the rural areas of the North, there

is the need for an «gOS’ to bail the people out of poverty, disease and misery.

Bridging the wide developmental gaps between the Northern and

Southern sectors of Ghana does not rest on food aid and other NGOs’ offers to

provide for the rural people during difficult periods. It rests on how much the

government would provide in terms of realistic and workable solutions to the
beneficiary communities to assist them acquire knowledge and relevant skills
to be able 0 address the problems that stand their way to speedy development
with respect 10 improved agricultural practices and other social services. This

assistance can Jead to an enhancement of their living conditions. The role of

the NGOs is 10 help when able and they need to be reminded of the popular

Chinese proverb, «Give a man a fish and you feed him for only a day, but
teach a man how to fish and you feed him for the rest of his life”. Since this
ht on the contribution of NGOs to rural development in

study seeks 10 shed lig
Northern Ghana, it makes sense t0 identify the various NGOs | the North
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with emphasis on their interventions and other relevant data. Hence, the

sample typology of the NGOs was selected through the lottery system from

the three categories of NGOs operating in the North. The sample typology of

the NGO’s, therefore, sought to minimize the long list of NGOs engaged in

almost the same kind of activities in the area.

In Table 4 NGOs in Northern Ghana are categorized as follows: (i)

[nternational NGOs such as Oxfam, World Vision International (ii) National

NGOs such as ISODEC, and (iii) Community based/self-help organizations

namely, New Energy, BILFACU and CENSUDI. The organizations include

research institutes, churches, professional associations, and lobby groups’. The

world Bank tends interact with two main categories of NGOs, namely,

operational NGOs whose primary purpose is the design and implementation

of development — related projects, and secondly, advocacy NGOs whose

primary purpose is 10 defend or promote a specific cause and also seek to

influence the policies and practices of the Bank. So far, there appears to be no

strict and fast rule governing the nature and operations of NGOs in Northern

Ghana. Some€ NGOs engage in both operational and advocacy activities,

typical examples ar€ [SODEC and CENSUDL Others, such as the Legal

Resource Centre specialize in advocacy only.
In Northern Ghana, community—based organizations (CBOS) serve a

speciﬁc population in a narrow geographical area while the national

organizations; which operate there, also operate in other parts of the country

y above). The international organizations have their headquarters

(see typolog
he developed countries but they carry out their operations in more than one

untry. The CBOs are generally referred to as grassroots

int

118



organizations Of people’s organizations and they are distinct in nature and

purpose. The international organizations are understood to be “intermediary”

NGOs which are formed to serve some CBOs which normally consist of

«membership” organizations made up of group of individuals who come

together to further their own interest, (e.g. women’s groups, credit unions,

youth clubs etc.). The national and international NGOs in the North generally

concern themselves with the delivery of basic services, through the design of

special projects and of conducting research to assess their activities. CBOs are

usually recipients of project goods and services in the North. However, they in

turn get involved in community projects, through participatory development.

CBOs are consulted by the national and international NGOs during the

design stage 10 ensure that project goals reflect beneficiary interests. In

addition, they undertake the implementation of community-level projects

meant to benefit the rural poor. The key fact worth noting is that the national

and international NGOs work in close partnership with CBOs by either

channeling development resources through them or by providing them with

services that are technical in nature. Typical examples of national and

international NGOs that work in collaboration with CBOs are Action Aid,

Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Danish International Development Agency
Development Centre (ISODEC).

(DANIDA) and Integrated Social

In spite of the diversity of NGOs in the North, numbers of strengths

ses have been associated with the operations of NGOs in the

and weaknes

h. The strengths include: strong grassroots linkages, field-based

ise, the ability to innovate and adapt; gold-oriented

Nort

development expert
participatory methodologies and tools of

approach to development;
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community development projects, long—term commitment, and emphasis
, on

sustainability and cost effectiveness. On the other hand, the followi
, wing

weaknesses have been identified: limited financial management and experti
xpertise,

limited institutional capacity, low levels of self-sustainability isolation/lack of

mter—organizational communication ~ and/or coordination, small-scal
] = c

interventions; lack of understanding of the broader social and economi
ic

contexts in their fields of operations. In spite of their weaknesses NGOs i
, in

the North have become major players in rural development.

It is, therefore, not surprising that their number, size and influence

keep increasing with passing years. From the above typology, it is possible to

quickly look at the contributions of the NGOs in the North under the followin
ng

sub-headings:

e NGOsand rural development
e NGOs in advocacy

e NGOsin education

e NGOs in rural agriculture

e NGOsin health

e NGOsin water and sanitation
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Table 4: A sample typology of NGOs in Northern Ghana

Types of NGOs  Place of Source of Areas of Forms of intervention Expected outcomes

origin funding intervention

(A) International

US.A, Canada, Education, Water, - Establishment of primary - Improve school enrolment in target

World Vision-  US.A

Australia, Agriculture education, communities/access to primary and
Ghana Switzerland - provision of school uniform, functional education by  children and
Ireland food ration for school children, young adults 40%.
learning materials (books and - Reduce incidence of water borne
pencils) disease 50%.
- Raise food production per hectare by
40%.
Catholic Relief Education School feeding/ furniture. Raise school enrolment 40%.
Services USA U.S.A., Canada

Enhances teaching and learning by 30%.

Improved pupils’ academic performance

by 40%.
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Table 4 continued

Action Aid UK UK
Oxfam UKk UK
ADRA U.S.A US.A

Water

Education

Health

Advocacy

Education,

Agro forestry

-Wells and dugouts for rural
communities.
-School building, furniture and

school uniform.

- Local capacity building and
strengthening of CBOs and
sourcing for external assistance

- Provide health services (drugs).
- Provides School buildings/
furniture

- Increase interest in Tree
planting and skills in post

harvest management.

-Reduce incidence of water borne
diseases by 40%

- Increase in school enrolment/improved
teaching and learning in target
communities by 50%

- Enhances management and leadership
skills for community mobilization.

- Improve access to health services in
target communities by 30%.

- Raise school academic performance in
target communities by 40%.

- Reduce the rate of desertification

through agro- forestry by 30%.




Table 4 continued

(B) National

Ghana
31 Dec.
Women
Movement
ISODEC Ghana
Ghana
Mathan Tudu

Ghana -Provide facilities
Government for Early child
and external education.

donors -Mobilization of
women into micro
credit groups
-Advocacy

UK. Education

External Financial support

Support plus to Women Groups

local funds Create awareness

of women rights.

- Establishment of Nurseries
- provision of micro credit for
women groups, for procuring
oil and gari processing mills

- Create gender awareness

issues.

- Provide Education materials
(Exercise books and school
uniforms)

- Organize workshop for heads
of rural schools.

- Provide micro credit to
women groups.
- Provide gender education to

target women groups.

- Create awareness and interest amongst
children at very tender age in formal
education.

- Enhance women financial capacity to
become financially supportive.

- Raise gender #consciousness amongst

women.

- Improve standard of teaching &
learning in target schools by 30%.

- Encourage female education in target

communities by 40%.

-Increase women financial base.

-Raise women awareness in gender

issues
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New Energy

Table 4 continued

Walewale  Local plus Water

CENSUDI

External funds

Bolgatanga Local

External funds

Sanitation

building

Advocacy

and Hand dug wells with pumps,

KVIPS

plus Women capacity Micro-credit, workshops on

gender issues

- Reduction in water borne diseases by
30%.

- improve health management practice
by households by 30%.

- Empower women economically-create
gender awareness amongst women on

their civic rights and responsibilities.

Source: Field survey (2002)
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NGOs and rural development

It is agreed that the role of national governments is to provide
development programmes to meet the needs and aspirations of all citizens. In
Ghana, national development policies are planned by technocrats and executed
in collaboration with the various political and administrative structures at the
national headquarters, and the Metropolitan and District Assemblies. The
national budget is usually prepared with the focus on available resources at a
given point in time. In Ghana, rural populations contribute substantially to the
growth of the national economy through the production of essential raw
materials for foreign exchange. However, when the national cake is shared in
terms of development projects, the rural areas take a lesser percentage as
compared to that of the urban centres. For example, large budgetary
allocations are made to help establish and maintain large physical projects
such as sports stadia, national theatres, clean water systems in the urban

centres, while the rural poor continue to be deprived of basic facilities and

services such as potable water and health clinics. In short, rural people are

nearly forgotten when it comes to the distribution of the national cake.

The limited allocation of resources to rural communities by national

governments in Ghana could be explained by the escalating oil prices, ever

rising prices of imported products as against unstable prices for primary

products in the world market. In the light of the “unjust economic order”

(Tshikaba, 1998). Ghana, like other developing countries, has to use its limited

foreign exchange resources earned from gold and cocoa to provide essential

services for the urban people who are politically and socially conscious and
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can rise against political leaders in the form of strikes, demonstrations, and
agitations.

The way to address the underdevelopment of rural areas in Ghana is to
borrow funds from international financial institutions at high interests.
Unfortunately, such funds rarely get down to the rural areas due to alleged top-
level corruption by some key figures. Because of the alleged high-level
mistrust and corrupt practices at high political levels, with regard to the
disbursement of credits and loans meant to cater for rural development, some
lending institutions are reluctant to send money for rural projects. Instead, they

prefer to channel their funds for rural projects through NGOs such as World

Vision International (Ghana).

NGOs in advocacy
From the sample typology of NGOs in Northern Ghana, the 31%

December Women Movement, Amashachina, Mathan Tudu and Censudi
include advocacy in their programmes for the North. The practice is meant to

create gender needs and sensitivity among rural women in Northern Ghana.

For example, during one of the focus group discussions, it came to light that at

the household level some husbands rarely consulted their wives on financial

matters. Speciﬁcally, women in households were not told how income earned

from the sale of farm produce or some animals was spent. Through the

awareness of the right to household information, women of late make their

household heads (husbands) account for income realized from the sale of

household properties.
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The NGOs that play advocacy role also led to a gradual increase in the
formation of women groups in almost all urban and rural communities. The
increasing numbers of women groups give rise to women becoming aware of

their civic rights and responsibilities. The 31* December Women Movement
and CENSUDI interested in women issues play a key role in promoting gender
awareness and sensitivity in rural communities.

In the field of politics, women in recent times are beginning to make
remarkable strides in both local and national policies as a result of NGOs’
advocacy programmes. A case in point is that recently, women have assumed
the role of presiding members in some Metropolitan, Municipal and District
Assemblies. The Bolgatanga Municipal Assembly and the Kumasi

Metropolitan Assembly are two instances which portray the good works of

NGOs advocacy. In national politics, three women from Northern Ghana were

voted to the National Assembly in the December, 2004 general elections as a

result of the NGOs’ advocacy role.

It has been observed that one of the key points about NGOs’

collaboration with national governments is the advocacy role they freely offer

to serve the interests of the poor and deprived in society. The fact that NGOs

are closer 10 govemment administration and power structure, makes the

former favourably placed to serve the interests of the marginalized rural poor

of the North. Indeed, NGO officials easily get in touch with government

officials and policy-makers at the district, regional, and national levels a result,

they are able to influence policies that affect the lives of the disadvantaged

rural people throughout Northern Ghana. NGOs do not only serve as the
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“mouthpiece” of the rural people but also serve as vehicles for promoting

justice and fairness.

NGOs in education

In recent times, most households in Northern Ghana see formal
education as an important tool that can transform their lives from poverty to
affluence. School enrolment and high attendance in some schools in certain
parts of the North shows that majority of the people in the North have
developed high interest in enrolling their wards into formal schooling. In
response to the great demand for formal education in the North, the majority
of NGOs operating in the area have an education component in their activities.

They have undertaken the construction of classrooms in some communities

that lacked schools.

Besides, education is seen as a principal instrument in awakening the

rural children to some cultural values by preparing other them for later

professional training. It also helps them to adjust normally to their local

environment. The rural people have become aware that children cannot be

expected to succeed in life if they are denied the opportunity for formal

education. In the areas where the state has provided facilities for teaching and
learning, children stand to benefit. However, where the state is unable to

provide schools and teaching or learning materials in some parts of Northern

Ghana, community members look up to NGOs for assistance.

Since independence, World Vision Ghana (2002) has revealed a high

illiteracy rate for the area: 52.6% of children, (5-15 years old) never went to
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school while 63% of girls (5-15 years old), never went to school. On the
average, about 30% of girls and 10% boys drop out of school between nursery
stage and junior secondary school level. Also in Northern Ghana, education
suffers from low teacher-pupil ratio. For example, in Savelugu/Nanton and
West Mamprusi districts there is on the average less than 3 trained teachers in
each school. Some of the NGOs, particularly the World Vision Ghana and
Action Aid, respond to this low teacher-pupil ratio by sponsoring young men
and women to undergo training in training colleges. Lack of school furniture
still remains a major problem in the North, particularly in the remote
communities that lack decent accommodation for teachers. In response to this
problem, some NGOs such as World Vision International (Ghana) have
constructed teachers’ quarters in some of its beneficiary communities.

The survey reports revealed that some of the schools in the North
lacked basic textbooks at all levels and in most cases there were no school
libraries. However, with the timely intervention in the form of material
stance from the Catholic Relief Services, ADRA, Action Aid and World

assi

Vision Ghana, the problem of inadequate textbooks and other teaching and

learning materials is gradually being addressed. Another major problem

associated with education in the North is dwindling average daily school

attendance which ranges from 41 to 45%, depending on whether there is a

school feeding programme OF not. A typical example is the Bongo District in

the Upper East region. In order to mitigate this problem, some NGOs,

particularly the Catholic Relief Services, have for some time now been

sponsoring the feeding of children in selected schools in deprived rural
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communities in order to encourage children to attend classes regularly.
In some rural communities, particularly in West Mamprusi, teachers’
accommodation is non-existent. Most teachers, therefore, commute to school

from nearby towns, covering an average of 15-25Km each day. Lateness and
absenteeism of teachers is, therefore, quite high. The result is low output. In
order to address this unfortunate situation, World Vision Ghana constructed
not only classrooms but also a number of teacher’s quarters in some deprived

rural communities. An example is the West Mamprusi District in the Northern

Region of Ghana. This action is meant to supplement the effort of the Ministry
of Education. The World Vision Ghana, Action Aid and other NGOs instituted

incentive packages in the form of bicycles as means of enticing teachers to

accept postings to deprived communities and to stay in such areas for at least

four years.

The survey revealed that among the major problems with child

education in most of the study districts were the payment of high school fees

and provision of uniform. In an attempt to reduce the burden on parents in

deprived rural communities, World Vision Ghana in particular undertakes to

pay the fees of some needy students in its beneficiary communities. It also

provides such children with school uniforms. The World Vision Ghana also

gives some children in some selected beneficiary communities either poultry

or animals to rear as part of its gift- in- kind packages. The practice is to make

it possible for children to sell some of the animals to buy their basic school

needs and also to pay their school fees when the need arises. On the whole, the

various forms of NGO interventions in the education sector in the North
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supplement central government and the District Assemblies’ contribution

towards achieving the objective of helping all children to have access to

formal education by 2015.

NGOs in rural agriculture

Agriculture remains an important source of livelihood, in Northern

Ghana. The general well-being of rural people is related to efficient

agricultural productivity. In Northern Ghana, over half the adult population is

engaged in agriculture (GSS, 2002). Despite this high percentage that is

engaged in farming, some parts of the North experience food shortfalls in

certain periods of the year.. A UNICEEF report in 1999 shows that about 76.5%

households were without enough food to eat throughout the year. According to

the heads of households in Bongo, one of the study districts, the lean periods

are between March — June and June — September (survey, 2002). Food

insufficiency leads to worsening rural poverty, resulting in a number of

malnourished children (Kwashiorkor) in some parts of the North. The problem

of insufficient food to meet household food requirements causes poor school

formance at the basic level as it keeps children away from school. Also

per
15.9% of respondents in the Bongo district identified malnutrition with

kwashiorkor. This attests to the fact that some people are aware of the dangers

of food insufficiency-

[n response tO this precarious food situation in the predominantly

farming communities, 2 number of NGOs operating in the North include

e in their intervention activities. World Vision Ghana, ADRA and

agricultur
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Action Aid include credit facility, dugouts, various extension services such as
post harvest loss and supply of varieties of seeds and livestock for the
beneficiary rural farmers. In line with this objective, the West Mamprusi

District supports rural farmers with improved seed while CEDEP supports

rural farmers Wwith credit facility in the Upper West region. In the

Savelugu/Nanton District, World Vision Ghana assists beneficiary

communities to carry out small ruminant production. ADRA provides post

harvest education to farmers in most parts of Northern Ghana. The 31%

December Women Movement also supports the establishment of wood lots in

most of its operational areas. These interventions are expected to enhance farm

output per unit area so as to increase the number of households with access to

food. Improved livestock services provided by the NGOs are meant to provide

sources of revenue for rural households to buy additional food stock in times

of food shortfall.

[n summary, the various interventions in the form of credit facility

dugouts, training in post-harvest loss and general extension services provided

by such NGOs as Action Aid, World Vision Ghana and ADRA are meant to

supplement the services provided by the Ministry of Agriculture and its allied

agencies like IFAD in Northern Ghana to raise food production from about

40% per household to 70% by 2010.
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NGOs in health

Ghana’s health status is generally low. The North experiences the
lowest health status in respect of doctor-patient ratio of 1:5000 (GSS, 2004).
Other essential health facilities such as efficient and equipped laboratories,
and X-Ray centres are virtually lacking in the North. Only one Referral

Teaching Hospital is located at Tamale. This facility has been, however, in

total disrepair for many years and is yet to undergo major rehabilitation. In the

rural areas of the North, some of the health facilities are either broken down or

have no qualified staff to manage them. In the West Mamprusi District

hospital, there is no medical doctor, not enough nurses and no efficient

laboratory as at the time of the data collection. In the Bongo District, the

situation was no better in terms of nurse-patient ratio. Some of the NGOs

especially Action Aid, have developed a sponsorship package for young men

and women in its beneficiary districts to undergo nursing training and to return

to serve their communities. Other NGOs like ADRA, World Vision Ghana

provide some drugs and medical equipment to some of the district health

centres. In addition, some school children undergo a deworming programme

through the assistance of some NGOs, namely ADRA and World Vision

Ghana.

NGOs in water/sanitation

Northern Ghana generally lacks improved and reliable safe drinking

water sources In most parts of Northern Ghana, particularly in the Northern

region, only 7% of the rural communities have access to potable safe drinking
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water (GSS 2002). The situation whereby only a small percentage of rural

people have access to clean water gives rise to the high incidence of guinea

worm disease and other infectious water-borne diseases, namely, cholera,

typhoid and trachoma. Consequently, the absence of reliable source of good
drinking water in most rural communities, especially in the Northern region,

does not only pose 2 serious health hazard to the people but also creates a

situation of time wasting as women and children spend long hours searching

for water. A typical example is the Savelugu/Nanton district where women

and girls sometimes walk miles to fetch water from distant streams and rivers

that dry up during the dry season. Consequently, household chores and

farming activities reduce significantly due to the crippling effect of the guinea

worm disease, which makes most of the rural farmers bedridden.

[n addition, the North faces serious sanitation problems due to lack of

adequate sanitation facilities. For example, in some of the study districts,

many communities suffer from poor environmental practices which result in

poor solid and liquid waste management. From the survey, about 80% of rural

households do not have latrines; hence, the people defecate indiscriminately.

The practice contaminates the communities’ immediate environment. The

on in the North gives rise to water and food pollution

problem of poor sanitati

towns. Unfortunately, health education is very low; in

in the rural areas and

some cases it is not taken seriously by majority of the rural dwellers.

In some parts of the North where water is obtained from the ground,

much of it contains high concentration of fluoride. For example, in some

Communities in the Bongo District in the Upper East Region, fluoride levels
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are high: Balungu 2.28 mg/l, Tarongo 2.5 mg/l and Namoo 1.94 mg/l. These
figures exceed the WHO recommended fluoride concentration of 1.5 (mg/l) in
drinking water. Not surprisingly, about 62% of children in schools in Bongo
District suffer from dental floozies (World Vision Ghana, 2000).

It has been observed that refuse disposal in most of the rural

communities is unorganized. For example, most households do not keep refuse

bins. Households are to heap waste and rubbish a few meters away from the

home and set fire to it to burn to ashes. This poor sanitation practice leaves

much to be desired. It, therefore, requires intensive public health education to

create awareness as well as raise the communities’ consciousness as regards

the use of latrines and proper disposal of household waste products in order to

maintain a clean and safe environment. Thus, by way of helping to reduce

poor sanitation of some communities, the World Vision Ghana and Action Aid

so far have been providing assistance in the construction of KVIP latrines.

Wworld Vision Ghana has trained about 40 artisans who helped to construct 700

KVIP latrines in about 80 communities by 2003.

In spite of the substantial NGO contributions towards rural

development in Northern Ghana with regard to increased access to food
ev
ess to formal education, the area still remains

security, potable water, and acc

largely underdeveloped- Besides, it has been hit by the deadly HIV/AIDS.
ar

rhough most of the NGOs are collaborating with the Ministry of Health to
)
bring the problem under control, very little results seem to have been
ring
hieved This probably is due to the lack of health service centres at both the
achieved.

ional and district capitals in the entire Northern Ghana.
regio
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CHAPTER FIVE
PREVAILING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THE STUDY

DISTRICTS

Introduction

This chapter focuses on a discussion of the social and economi
nomic

conditions of the study districts before World Vision Ghana’s interventi
ntions.

The study area consists of three administrative districts in Northern Gh
ana

namely, Savelugu/Nanton, West Mamprusi and Bongo districts, referred to b
’ y

World Vision Ghana as Area Development Programmes. The data used i
: used in

discussing the prevailing conditions before the interventions were obtained
aine

from the following sources:

(i) The three Area Development Programmes Districts: Savelugu/Nant
: on,

West Mamprusi and Bongo offices,

(iiy ~ Focus group discussion,

(iii) Officials of government decentralized outfits: Ghana Educatio
n
Service, Ministry of Agriculture, Health and Ghana Water Company

@iv) Library sources.

The study examined the socio-economic background of the stud
udy

districts before and after (World Vision Ghana interventions). It was noted
. e

that, the colonial government embarked on discriminatory development

policies towards the area. The outcome of the discriminatory development
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plan for the area caused it to fall behind Southern Ghana in physical
infrastructural development. For example, Northern Ghana had very little
general physical infrastructure development in terms of road networks. This
affected the socio-economic development of the area because the absence of
good road network did not only affect the movement of goods and services,
but also affected agricultural development. Agricultural research stations were

not established in Northern Ghana for a very long time. Thus, the absence of

this important facility limited increased crop production and animal

husbandry, thereby undermining food self-sufficiency.

The effect of neglect and the lack of political will to develop the North
has led to lack of food self-sufficiency, potable water and effective education
delivery. In this regard, the World Vision Ghana and other development

partners are collaborating with the central government and the District

Assemblies to develop the area in order to raise the standard of living of the

people. World Vision Ghana focuses is on the most deprived rural

communities, especially those deemed to be needy and therefore require
support from donor agencies. World Vision Ghana’s goal is to provide relief

services for needy communities anywhere to facilitate rural development. It,

therefore, deems, it appropriate t0 extend its assistance to cover poor

communities in Northern Ghana.
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Socio-economic conditions prior to World Vision Ghana’s interventions in

the study districts

As indicated in the introductory chapter, rural development has been a

long-standing problem in Ghana. It dates back to pre-independence days. Its

long-term goal is to reduce disparities in the rural areas through the provision

of the necessary structures/institutions to enhance income generation and

access to social services.

Previous governments made attempts to address the rural-urban gap by

adopting some development strategies. For example, the Provisional National

Defense Council (PNDC) government (1982-1992) embarked on development

programmes such as rural electrification and decentralization. The aim was to

speed up rural development in the country in order to improve the living

conditions of rural people. This notwithstanding, the gap still continues to

widen between Northern and Southern Ghana.

The PNDC rural development agenda was based on decentralization

policy. Through the decentralization programme, the country was divided into

110 administrative districts in 1988. Each district was given political and

socio—economic mandate to carry out government development programmes in

the rural areas. The then PNDC government demonstrated commitment to the

ough financial commitment towards rural development. The

districts thr

govemment did allocate funds to the 1 10 districts through the institution of the

District Common Fund to enhance rural development through out the country.
|t was out of the 110 administrative districts that the three study

h were selected to find out the contribution of World
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| | . Cse three

but in th
e whole country (GPRS, 2002). It was their poor soci
ocio-economic

conditions which formed the basis fi h
1 t sis for their selection for this partic !
icular study.

T . .
he criteria for selection included the absence of basic
general support

services, particularly with regard t
o households’ ene
rgy needs. Table 5

provides reasons why NGOs should
support rural people to u
se solar energy as

a source of light and other domestic
uses rather than de i
pending heavil
y on

wood/charcoal for their energy supply needs.

Table 5 shows the availability of modern lighting facilities to b
o be a

major problem :n Northern Ghana. From the d
. ata above on ty
pes of sources of

llghtmg the Savannah arca WhiCh inClUde N
9 s Northern Ghana, i
s 1S poorly served.

For example, in the savannah zone (Northe
) rm Ghana) it is onl
y 4.3 percent of

s that have access to electricity, which i
, which is the most i
efficient sour
ce of

household

lighting in the country. On the other hand, 90
, 90.6 percent of ho
useholds use
electricity in Accra, while 19.0 percent of households use electrici
ricity in the

e which represents Southern Ghana.

forest zon

Concerning access to sources of fuel, the citi
, the cities alone use 22
.7 percent
of gas while the urban and the forest areas, whi
, which cover mo
stly Southern

ver 40 percent of the product. On the other hand, the
) savannah

Ghana, us€ ©
(Northem Ghana) uses less than 1 percent
of gas. On th
. e contrary,
rcent of wood as its major source of fuel and this ac
counts

it uses over 80 pe
for the rapid deforestation in the savannah zone.
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Table 5: Distribution of households’ energy sources (percentages)

» «— Rural—

<«—— Urban

Type of Accra Other All Coastal Forest Savan All Ghana

Utility nah

Source of
lighting

Electricity
(mains) 00.6 722 774 26.7 19.0 43 17.1 39.2

Generator 0.8 0.3 04 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.5 0.5

Kerosene/

Gas/lamp 8.4 274 220 729 80.5 93.8 82.0 60.0
Candle 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 - 0.5 0.2 0.2
Other - - - - 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.1
Total 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0
Actual use

fuel

Wwood 1.1 342 249 722 87.6 89.2 84.4 62.5

Charcoal 70.5 572 60.9 24.8 113 5.2 13.0 30.6
7 52 101 L1 06 02 0.6 4.1

Gas

Electricity 0.6 04 05 10 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.4
Kerosene 4.6 13 22 08 0.3 0.2 0.4 1.1
Other fuel 0.5 16 13 0l 0.1 5.1 1.4 1.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0

Source: Ghana Statistical Service (2002)

It can be observed from the distribution of households’ use of basic

utilities with regard t0 sources of lighting and fuel that Northern Ghana, which
vannah zoneé, is poorly served as compared to that of

falls under the 53
Ghana. Since source of fuel forms the basis of development, it is
ropriate that development programmes for the North should include the
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S

absorb the large number of unemployed youth

Agriculture and food self-sufficiency situation

Om a i i td

the (GSS, 2002
02), reports and also data from the field, it could b
s e seen that

about 80% i C
o of the people mn Northern Ghana are traditional P
asant farmers.

The report further indicates tha
t 80% of the populati
pulations of Northe
rn Ghana are

peasant farmers. The field surve
y of 2002 also ranked farmi
arming first in the li
st

of major occupations of the people in Northern Ghana (Table 6
able 6).

Table 6: pistribution of major occupations according to dist
istricts

Occupation Savelugw/  Wes
t Bon
go Total
Nanton Mamprusi
Farming 86 (53.8%) 84(70.0%)  70(56.5%) 240 (59
| : 4%)
Trading 44 (27.5%) 10(8.3%) 118.6%) 65 (16
. : 1%)
Artisans 14 (8-8%) 2(1-7%) 12(9.7%) 28 (6
: 9%)
Civil public service 10 (10.0%) 16(13.3%)
: 3024.2%) 6
: 2(15.3%)
Other 8(6.7%) - 8 (1
9%)

d survey 2002

Source: Fiel
6, the majority of the people are engaged in farmi
ing as a

From Table

ation. They produce Jargely food cro
ps namely millet, ri
, TICE, yams

major occup
usehold consumption. A
. Another featur
e of the peas
ant
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. i . .

hired labour i i
r is almost virtually absent because farmers do not h
ave money to

engage the rvi
gag services of farm labourers. Consequently, the :
> size of each

household i
Id farm 1s small because of the unavailability of acti
ctive workforce and

lack of access t0 credit facilities. The fewer the number of adult
ult workforce in a

p r

househo .ll a .ty I i .' t.

productivity, and hence inadequate food i
supplies for domesti
¢ purposes. For

. .

gh there is available land for the establishment of
0

hectares per household thou

larger farms farmers are unable to hire labourers to assist th
em.

In Table 7 50% of the farms in the study di
y districts ran
ge from 1 hectare

to 2 hectares in size. Less than 30% of the fi
. arms are above 5 h
ectares in size
Farms that rang® between 3 and 5 hectar |
es are 16.1%. The :
. se relatively small
farm sizes coupled with farmers’ lack of a
ccess to credit faciliti
ities explain th
e
ricultural productivity in the North. It
. It was also observed
that the rural

ty to expand their farm sizes
was due to lack
of credit

low ag

households inabili

facilities tO purchase modern farm implements
and possibly hi
y hire tractor
to expand their farm size. Apart from the
problem of the small si
all size of

e high rate of soil infertility arising from deforestation d
ion due

services

household farms, th

to shifting cultivation and bush burning erratic and .
) unreliable rainfall a

re also

self-insufficiency in the study districts before World
or

factors which affect food

Vision Ghana interventions.
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Table 7: Household farm size

Size in Savelugu/Nanton West Bongo T
otal
Hectares Mamprusi
lh
ectare 68(42.5%) 28(23.3%)  19(22.6%) 125 (30.5%)
. (1]

1 — 2 hectares 62(38.8%) 54(45.0%)  80(64.5%) 196 (48.5%
.5%)

3 — 5 hectares 22(13.8%) 34(283%)  9(6.5%) 65 (16.1%
. 1%)

5+ hectares 2(1.3%) 4(3.3%) 2(1.6%) 8 (2.0
* . %)

No answer 6(3.8%) B 6(4.8%) 12 (3.0%)
. 0

Source: Field survey 2002

It is observed that some parts of Northern Ghana have for someti
ometime

r soil fertility largely due to over cropping and

now been experiencing poo

continuous tilling of the same piece of land
every successiv i
e farming sea
son

(Wor]d vision Ghana, 2000). In Bongo District (Figure 3), soil infertility
’ ility is

m water and wind erosion besides periodic bush burni
ing.

also said to arise fro

ors affect the production of staple food for the households in th
s In the

o the entry of World Vision Ghana Besides th
. ese

These fact

study districts prior t

ich limit food production in the study districts, over half of th
1) (e t e

problems wh

total land aread of Bongo district, in particular, is covered by rocks
Also, Northern Ghana generally experiences a unimodal rainfall which
whic
has some peculiar characteristics. It has a single rainy season stretching fi
ng from

with an annual mean rainfall of about 700mm which h
reaches

May to October
its maximum in August. From the month of November to April, the regi
) gion is

pletely dry. During this dry period, the weather is associated with the d
ry

wind. These No

com
rth-Easterly Trade Winds cause water in the rive
rs

harmattan
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and streams t
o dry up fast, thereby forcing human beings and ani
animals in some

parts of the North, es i i
, especially in Savelugu/Na i
nton district, to w.
s alk several

kilometers i i
in search of water. It 1, therefore, not surprising that
g that under such

extreme COI‘Idit'O ol W i
1ons f water scarcity, several deprivgd rural
communities in

Savelugu
gu/Nanton and parts of West Mamprusi districts whose major
economic

activity 1S farming, are not able to engage in dry season farmi
ing in order to

supplement the meager crop yield from rain-fed agriculture

Arising from the above analysis of the prevailing socio
-economic

ditions in the study districts, 2 i
, a pilot programme on
poverty reduction
was

o district in 1999. The Baseline data in 1999 revealed th
ed that

con

carried out in Bong

there were inadequate food supplies to meet individual household
olds’ food

ments. This Was the key poverty indicator identified in th
e rural

require

communities during the communities’ sensitizati
ation and aw
areness creation
forum in 1999. It also revealed the followi
. ing characteristi
ics of Norther
n

97.3% of households were engaged in crop farming, while 84 8%
> .8% of

households reared li
not have any other source of income besides farming and only 9%
o of the
s in Northern Ghana had access to credit facilities. Further detail
. etails of

household
nly 5.6% of the households were engaged in dry
season

the report were that 0

farming 44.4% of households obtained income from the cultivati f
ion of cash
on and rice. It added that 57.7% of the household
olds

groundnuts, cott

crops like
ate food production,

thereby causing frequent annual food

jved districts rural households without acc
ess
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A common f
eature i
, which was associated with inade
quate food

production in the depri
eprived rural communities was the pres
ence of childr
en

o

district. It signi i
S|gmﬁed a high rate of malnourishment. Also in N
. in Northern Ghan
a

39.3% i
» of the children were underweight, about 13.1% of such
: such number of

children were seV i
erely underweight. These statistics are relativel |
y lower than

what was eco ded in he GSS 2000
recorded in the (G55 ) in which Upper East had 48
.8%, Up
> per

West 43.2% and Northern Ghana 42% of underweight child
ildren.

Following the difficulties ass i
ociated with rural f
ood production i
in

Northern Ghana with particular reference to the study district \'Y
s, World Vision

Ghana provided various forms of assistance to rural farmers t
s to enhance their
ent
nt (Table 8). The objective of World

capacity to become food self-suffici

n Ghana in the study districts was to b i
uild the capaci
ty of rural farm
ers to

Visio
enable them tO produce large quantities of staple food crops (
ps (millet, ric
€,
ma
ngoes and cashew) to meet domestic

yams, beans), and cash crops (cotton,

and commercial needs.

ricts tO increase the number of livestock (cattle, sh
’ eep, gOats

in the study dist
irds) by collaborating with the Minist .
ry of Agriculture to i
to introduce

improved variety ©
industry was to supplemem the incomes of rural f:
armers throu
gh the sale of

k in the [ocal market to raise money fo :
r contingencie

s. Table 8 sh

ows

the stoc
s of assistance provided by World Visi
ision Ghana in the
study

the variou$ form
as to reduce food shortfalls of households fi
s from

districts: The objective w

pout 20% s
 abo . world Vision Ghana in its working

57.7% as projected by
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document for Northern Ghana.

In spite of the important role that livestock and poultry play i
ay in the

SOCiO"eC( mno i i 't' H
micC hfe Of rural communl 1es 1n NO] them Ghalla |l’]e l'
] lveStOCk

industry is plagued with dise
ases such as tick and
worm infestations

diarrhoea, black leg, foot and mouth disease, pneumonia, ascariasi
) ariasis and

anthrax. Anthrax is the worst deadly disease affecting both livestock
stock and

humans. It occurs seasonally because of the rural farmers’ illi
ers’ unwillingness to

pay a token fee for their animals to be vacci i
inated against the di T
isease. The

vaccination fee is ¢5000 per COW, which though affordable, is rarely paid b
s paid oy

most of the rural farmers. The reason is that, in the past, farmers animal
) nimals and

birds were vaccinated free of charge. Thus, bearing that the livestock ind
industry

constitutes a major source of income for rural f
armers, World Visi
ision Ghana

eir income levels by collaborating with the

assists rural farmers to raise th

veterinary services 10 vaccinate livestock periodicall -
y at subsidized rat
es and

ers on how to bring health to animals and birds that could fetch
etc

educate farm

them good prices in the local market.

g: Assistance provided by World Vision Ghana for rural farmers i
rs in

Table
the study districts
Type of assistance€ Savelugy/ West Bon
Nanton ~ Mamprusi go Total

plements/inputs 20(12.6%) 34(28.3%)  52(41.6%)
. 106(26.4%
0252%) 43@59%)  23(188%) 106226 Zo//o;
. (1)

Farm im

Credit facility o

[mproved ivestock o0 23(18.8%) 44 ”

Food processing - 8(6.3%) ‘ " 9(9 %)
No answer - 6(5.5%) ) 6(1_40/0)
Source: Field survey 200 4%)
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Access to credit facilities

.

study distri W
y jstricts has been very 10 and even difficult. T he rea
. son is that there

are no local financial institutions, namely, rural banks t
o give credit
to

intere
sted farmers and local entrepreneurs to expand their busi
usinesses. F
. For

ple, in 2000 access t0 credit by people i
ple in the formal sect i
or in Northern

0 .
0% (GSS, 2004). Besides, most of the people living i
in

exam

Ghana was less than 3

ot aware of the processes i
involved in obtaini
aining credit to

the rural areas were n
finance their farming activities and other micro-businesses, such
, such as basket
ry,

ClOth Weaving Shea butter extraction and |
2 eather works Those
° S WhO were

aware of the processes involved in accessing credit blamed their i
eir inability
on

the uncooperative nature of officials of the few i
available financial i
ial institutio
ns.

re also of the vie
rity being demanded by the banks as a condition f
or

Others W€ w that their failur
e to access credi
it stemmed fi
rom

their Jack of collateral secu

granting loans.
s to credit seriously hinder the
growth of farmin
g and

The limitation

n the study districts and the North i
in general. It was
. noted

local pusiness i
f most people in
e of farming which is still not mechanized. Th

. The

other
Northern Ghana, especially rural dwellers

that the inability ©

is the root caus

to access credit
itional methods of farming through the use of th
of the

a tedious activity which does not attract
the youth t
o take up

hoe and cutlass,
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farming as a means of livelihood.

Road network

Access to health service delivery and local markets in some of th
e rural

communities i limited by poor road network. This explains the difficul
ifficult

people g0 through in order to access health

conditions under which rural

delivery services and marketing farm produce in neigbouring towns. Th d
. The roads

H (13 99 . . .
in the “overseas’ ared of the West Mamprusl district are usually flooded

n. There are no bridges or culverts over the streams and

during the rainy s€aso
rivers. Also, in some parts of Bongo district, particularly in Zorko and
an

Adaboya communities, access by road to those villages during the rai
rainy

ely difficult because of lack of bridges across rivers and larg
e

season is extrem

result of the poor 3

odstuffs are generally locked up after harvest. Patients with

also take longer time to reach either Navrongo or

streams. AS 8 tate of roads in West Mamprusi district i
in

particular, fo

emergency cases

referral and
n the Upper East region for immediate attention

Sandema district hospital i

were asked tO state the various strategies which the
Y

od shortages in their respective households. Table 9 shows

for solving fo
pondents in the study districts adopt to solve

ich res
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Table 9: i :
Strategies for combating food shortfalls in the study dist
istricts

Absolutes (Number)
Index pr
process Savelugu / West B
ongo
Nanton Mamprusi

Sell animals /poultry 90 (56.3%) 52(43.3%) 86 (69.49
- %)

Migrate 1O south to work for 8 (5.0%) 28 (23.4%) 22(17.7
- %)

money to buy grains
Borrow money to buy grains 50 (31.3%) 38 (31.7%) 16 (12.9
. 0 7. %)

Receive assistance from relations 12 (7.5%) 2 (1.7%)

Source: Field survey, 2002

y revealed as follows: Out of the 404

The responses from the surve

dents, 228 (56.4%) of the respondents sold animals / poultry; 10
ry; 104

respon
dents went to the South t

o work for money to buy grains;

(25.7%) of the respon
owed money to buy grains while 14 (3.4%) of the respondent
ts

52 (14_4%) borr
lations and NGOs. Analysis of results from the

od rations from re

received fo
ost rural people depen

9 indicate that m d on the sale of either animals or

oney to buy food
o, of the respondents who engage i st
;

Table
stuff to supplement household production

poultry t0 raise M
d for about 25.7
r food shortages du

poultry play a major role in mitigating

This accounte
o make up fo

k. Domestic animals, especially

activities t e to rain failure, bushfires or pest

attac
districts, accounting for about 56.4% of
. 0 i

the periodic food crisis of the study

householdS‘ food requirement. However, the removal of subsidies on

agricultural inputs such 2% fertilizer agro-chemicals, veterinary inputs,
ent by the government led to a fall in the

and equipm

drugs. yaccines:
150
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livestock/ poultry industry.

households means th i
at there is the need fi
or World Vision I
nternational

(Ghana) to assist rural farmers to i
mprove the animal/poultry i
ry industry throu
gh

jon of new preed/stock. For example, new breed of goats fi
rom

the introduct

known as «Gifts in Kind’ purposely to support the beneficiaries pay th
y their

school fees.
Another interesting feature observed from the field survey and th
and the

jon was that people in the North in recent times, appear t
) rto

focus group discuss
e spirit of “being thei
s confirmed by the research that less than 5% of

o O

be losing th r brother's keeper" or good neighbourline
sS.

This phenomenon wa

households receive help from relations during periods of food crises In.th
. In-the

eople used to rely on relations for support in the form of food
00

past, rural P
period, but in recen

t times the results in Table 7 show

rationing during the Jean
e are fast neglecting their relatives. The

the rural peopl

that nowadays
communal way of living is diminishing owing to the fact that people living in
W pecoming individualistic. The nuclear family system

hich is 2 feature of urban life, S becoming the order of the day.
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Water and sanitation

Apart from low food production in some parts of Northern Gh
m Ghana,

some districts in the North are faced with other problems, one f wh
» of which is

inadequate supply of safe drinking water and poor sanitation manag
ement. For

example, in Savelugu/Nanton District it was observed that before W
re World

Vision Ghana interventions, near 9 ;
’ ly 90% of the population did not have access

to potable water. Besides, the people’ inabili
, the people’s inability to have access to safe drinking

water, poor sanitation was another majo
r problem for rur
al communities i
ies in the

study districts. For example, in all the three study districts, nearly a third of th
’ of the

ccess to latrines.

rural communities had no a

From the surveys it was observed that sources of good drinking wat
ater

in the study districts can be grouped into three categories: pipe-born
: -borne water,

well water and water from rivers, ponds, dams and dugouts Wher: h
. eas at the

_borne water was 41.6 percent, it was 18.8 percent

national Jevel access 10 pipe

rm Ghana and the percentage even varied from one community
nity to

for Northe
ther hand, access to potable water varied greatly

another (GSS 2000). On the 0

in Northern Ghana’s rural communities. For example, whereas access to saft
alec

g water did not constitute a problem in Bongo district because the a
rea

drinkin
es and wells supplying the communities with potable

over 200 porehol

had
/Nanton district, there were virtually no boreholes befo
re

water, in Savelugi

Ghana’s intervention. However, in some districts which had

world Vision

able water, it was observed that there was a high concentration of
on o

access 10 pot
fuoride. The Bongo district for example, had a large proportion of ground
ater  containing ? high proportion of fluoride  (Bongo  District

152



Water/Sanitation Office, 2002). Thus, whereas the WHO rec
ommends a

maximum fluoride concentration of 1.5 (
.5 (mg/L) in drinkin
g water, fluoride

concentrations was beyond this acceptable limit in some parts of the B
€ Bongo

District, which gave rise to skeletal or dental fluorosis. Communiti
. nities with

higher fluoride concentration figures were Balungu 2.38mg/L, Y
. , Yorogo

3.5mg/L and Namoo 1.94mg/L. (Bongo District Water/Sanitation Office

(2002). It was as a result of the high fluoride levels in drinking water th
r that

children in schools in Bongo Central were suffering from dental fluorosi
osis.

with regard to sanitation, there were inadequate sanitation facilities t
s to

ing rural population of Northern Ghana. Indeed

serve the needs of the grow

he rural settlements was SO precarious that it gave

the sanitation condition in t

rise to poor environmental conditions resulting from improper manage
gement of
both solid and liquid wastes disposal. For example, more than 60% of th ]
e rura

households in the study districts did not have latrines, resulting i
> g in

indiscriminate defecation by the people. In addition, household waste disposal
sa

was observed to be not more than 50 meters away from the homes; the reft
s use

dumps attracted flies O the compounds.
it was observed that most of the rural

In the study districts,

pt the district capitals, had no drainage systems, so water
El

communities, exce

und the houses and caused serious erosion problems. In so
. me

flowed freely aro
instancess frequent flooding occurred during the peak of the rainy season,
thereby contributing to the collapse of mud houses. In the ‘overseas’ area of
West Mamprusi district rural communities suffered the consequences of poor
em. Besides, rampant flooding of the rural communities during

drainage syst
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the rainy se i
y season contributed to the breeding of mosquitoes Thi
. This resulted in

fre ;
quent outbreaks of malaria in Northern Ghana, particularl
’ ularly the West

Mamprusi District.

are now iari isi
beneficiaries of World Vision Ghana assistance, wome d
’ n and childre
n

Development Agency (CIDA) had be i
en providing potable wa
ter for the peo
ple
nt less than 30 minutes fetching water fo
r

since the 1980s, women spe

household use-

For the purpose of reducing the fre
quent outbreaks of
water borne

diseases such as guinea—worm and i
reducing the aver i
age time spent
on fetching

er, World Vision Ghana idelltifled some rural commu iti
nities in certai
rtain

wat
rticularly gavelugu/Nanton and provided them with
with safe

specific districts pa

drinking water in the form of boreholes dee
, deep wells fitted with .
or without

pumps, and water filters. As @ result of the intervention i
n in the water
sector, it
ed during the field survey that previously there used t b
O be a

was observ
atients who reported ¢
ases of wate
r-borne di
seases

umber of 100 p

minimum 1
monthly bases- However, following the interventi
ion,

at the district health post

ge of 30 patie
t water related diseases (Savelugu/Nanton District H
ict Health

h centres abou

nts with water- related diseases reported to the di
istrict

an avera

healt
tre, 2002)- I

n the same district headteache
’ rs reported tha
t school

Cen
improved considerably. After the prog
ramme,

atte
ed to school on time for classes than it w
as

70 percent of pupils report
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previously, when hal
f the school population reported late t
o school with th:
e

aS

ms

appeared full att
he start of classes. According to some head
adteachers, thi
, this was

. .
td the

sch
ool heads reported that before the programme many of th
) their pupils us
ed to

come to school i i i
in dirty uniforms. The water situation i
in some part
s of

Save istri
lugu/Nanton district before the programme Wwa

s SO serious
communi ;¢ e ore

ty leader commented: Wwater is like leopard’s bl

ood in thi
3 - ls
it is extremely difficult to come by wat

ater in his

community”s meaning

community.

Education
Even though education holds the ke
y to development, evi
t, eVldenCe in
the

ted study districts (Figure 2) points to the fact th
at some rural

munities in parts of Northern G

. . o, 0

selec
hana we
re not adequately catered for i
in

com
Jogistics and
personnel. A
. As stated earli
ier,

s of education

si district had

term

West Mampru

ons. The probl
o this newly created distri
trict alone. Th
. The problem

prior t0 interventi
not peculiar t

munities Was
re Nort ially 1
h, especially in rural communities, wh
s, which

across the enti
terms of road network. R
. Reports from
community

com

appeared to cut

ted that over 50% of the childre
n

was largely ina
usi district, estima

west Mampr

d never went to school. Wh
. When the Ghana Ed
ucation

15 years ol
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Service (G.E.S.) officers were contacted on the issue of low school enrolment

it was revealed that the district had not only low school enrolment due to

inadequate school infrastructure but also a high school drop-out rate estimated

at 10% for boys and about 14% for girls.

[t was observed from the survey (2002) that the low enrolment of

children in school, coupled with the high rate of school drop-out rate with

regard to girls, in particular, accounted for the high emigration of young

females from West Mamprusi district and other deprived districts of Northern
rters and house helps.

Ghana to Southern Ghana to serve as head po

[n an attempt to step up school enrolment in Northern Ghana and to
minimize the high school drop-out rate, World Vision Ghana provided the

Bongo district with a dormitory plock for girls at Goriwe Senior Secondary

This measure was to boost girl-child education in the area. In the West

world Vision Gha

School.
na collaborated with government

Mamprusi district t00,

the Ghana Education Service and the District Assemblies to

1 infrastructur€ to deprived communities but some

materials 0 enhance the level of formal education.

s stated that following the entry of World Vision
interest in enrolling their wards in
reported by the Ghana Education Service in
ict had sO far registered an increase of 16% after the

, the number of children per household that

For example, the average number of

that attended school prior to World Vision Ghana entry



in the area was 60% Thi i
_This rose slightly to about 639
%. The difference i
ce in the

ducational Situatio ve u d \N
e n between Borlgo Sa N
] lug /Nanton a m
pTUSl

distric
ts arose from the fact that in the Bongo district, th
ict, the Catholi
ic

missionaries (White fathers) in the 19 i
40s introduced fo
rmal education to
the

communities by building schools 10 enable chi
e children to have
access to formal
n the Savelugu/Nanton and West

education. Education, however, began late i

Mamprusi districts.

Thus, the long contact with the Catholic Church exposed
several

households in the Bongo district to th
e benefits of formal
education. Ind
. Indeed,
n had risen over the years before the arrival of

the people’s interest in educatio

n the contrary, the people of Savelugu/Nanton a d
n

World Vision Ghana. O

were not privileged to benefit from such opportunity, and
, and this

West Mamprusi

r the comparativel
|d Vision Ghana intervention in the formal educati
ation

accounted fo y low interest in education in the two distri
istricts.

For example, pefore Wor
ongo district enrolled at least 3 out of

39% of households of the B
. school. In the West Mamprusi and Savelugu/Nanton distri

stricts,

n 40% of households enrolled their wards in school. It was r

) eported

less tha
households which enrolled their wards

s that even in the

m the two district
e number of children per household went t
0

than half of th

fro

in school less
school.
it is no longer tenable to say that low literacy rat i
es in

rn Ghana is the result of lack of acces
s to

hool puildings), as Was the case during the period of
0

facilities (5
s advanced by the respondents during the

. The reason
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nd

’ al‘ld

care for younger siblings (18.7)-

Apart from financial constraints on parents to sup
port children’s

o . e
n, the few educational facilities in the study districts w
ere reported to

educati
be in po : i
poor state; hence they did not attract parents to send thei
eir wards to

in someé of the schools i
s in the West M
amprusi,

school. For example,

/Nanton and Bongo districts, som
) e schools had their
roofs ripped off

Savelugu
y of the schools were without furniture. This |
. s latter

by rainstorm- Again, man

s use stones as improvised furni
urniture. In the B :
ongo district

situation made pupi

ommunity Senior
ravelled from distant villages to attend classes. T
es. Thus,

one of the € Secondary Schools lacked hostel faciliti
ities to

accommodate girls who t
he rural community Senior Secondary School
ools to

the inability of t

students coupled with inadequate st
. affing, acco
’ unted for the

accommodate
he rural second-cycle scho
ols. These u
nfavourable

ol drop-out it
at in 2004 when the Ministry of Educatio
n

high scho
meaningful academic achievement. It i
It s,

situations did not au

urprising th
ank public schools

undertook an exercise tor

chools fell be

jow the 30! position in the order of performance rati
ing.

public S
[t was the private schools, namely, Notre Dame in the Upper East Regi
egion,

upper We

st Region and St. Charles in th
e Northern Regi
gion

Xavier in the
ation (Daily Graphic, 21/10/2004)

e attracted apprec

formanc
es for teachers in the study districts were
poor.

whose per

Accommodation faciliti
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In the B istrict, i ;
ongo district, In particular, there was only one bungalow
galow and three

quarters in the wri i
in th Gowrie Senitor Secondary School for ac
COllllnodating the

headmaster and a limi
ted number of teachin
g and non-teachin
g staff. The

majority of the staff lived in town and
travelled each da
y to teach or perform
e duties. The lack of staff accommodation in the
rural

routine offic

communities served as disincentive for teachers to accept .
postings in th
e

hools. In the West Mamprusi district, a report from the Gh
e Ghana

n Service revealed that the staffing situati i
uation in the sch
ools had over

s been low. For example, out of a total of 482 teachers in the di
istrict,

deprived SC
Educatio

the year

untrained teachers accounted for 36% Similarly, i
. y, in the only Comm i
unity

ol in the same district, trained teachers accounted fi
or

Senior Secondary Scho

y 54% of the total teaching staff

n the context of t

onl
he prevailing socio-economic situation as

It was withi
| of formal education in the study districts in particul
ar and

regards loW leve
orld Vision Ghana deemed it fit to make so
me

eral that, the W

the North in gen
Northern Ghana. It i

contribution to education of

a for its co

articularly in it

s worth commending World

ntribution towards strengthening the capacit f
ity o

Vision Ghan
n the North P
in the Bongo di

in a Teacher Training College, who upo
, n

s Area Development Programmes

teachers i
strict, the study programme had so far

ning of one female
d return to augment the number of trained

completi
215 of World Vision Ghana were reported to ha
ve

teache
indicated thelr illingness to identify potential successful young men and
women f Sponsorship in Training Colleges in the hope of getting more
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teachers to b
eef u
p the low number of trained teachers in rural
ural schools i
in

Northern Ghana.

Previous
attempts to address the issue of rural developm
ent in Northe
rn

Ghana
The di i i
scussion of the current socio-economic conditio f
ns of North
Ghana po i o
portray the area as one which is faced with several
socio-economi
mic

lems. These developmental problems require some positi
ive actions b
Y

prob
lopment partners t0 rai

various i
s interested deve se the standard of living of th
e

people.
It is important to note that pefore the adven
t of World Visio
n Ghana’s

interventions in SO ommunities in Northern Gha
na, a numbe
r

d organizations

of agencies an
tance WErc provided i
n the followi
wing areas:

communities- Forms of assis
water and sanitation, health, agriculture
’ ’ and advoca
cy. For

education,
noted that through the District

in the Bongo district, it was
ovemment, the

help initiatives, 10 nursery schools, 39

an

the Central G
community self-
ry schools (JSS), 2 senior secondary

Assemblys
jon with
iunior seconda

gs) and 1 vocational training centre Were established to provide th
of the entire Bongo district

Savelugu/Nanton and

Wes i di
t Mamprusi districts similar

in the
ent and other development partner:
Sq



to carry O iodi
ut periodic repai i
pair and maintenance of educational infi
infrastructu
re. In

the West M i distri
amprusl district, the Catholic Church and the Ad
ventist Relief

gency have i v
y assisted over 10 rural communities with
schools. In th
. e

Service A
same manner istri
, the Savelugu/Nanton district has benefited from th

e services of

the Adventist Relief Service and the Catholic Church

Wi
ith regard t0 the health sector, past governments with
support from
uch as UNICEF, Oxfam and CUSO provid
vided

some development partners S

health service facilities

Northern Ghana. For instanc
* €, UNICEF and
the Catholic

service delivery in
porated with, and supported the
) Central Governm
ent and th
e

Church colla
y to establish on¢ majo

r health centre and six sub

Bongo District Assembl
unities to serve the health needs of th
e

district clinics in selected rural comm

pefore world yision Ghana interventi .
tions in North
ern Ghana

people- Also,
d UNICEF eith

rogrammes to m
the past given support to the health secto
r to

er il"l CO"abOl'ation With or O
’ n indiv'(l
1 uaI ba i
SIS

Oxfam an
ake health services accessible to rural

ed on some P

ICEF, had in
Health care Del

embark

communiti€s: UN
help improve Primary ivery Services ranging f
rom

d micro-nutrients supplementation to

planning an

family
ecifically those from the deprived area
s.

immunizations,

communities, sp

yterian Church had in the past provided Pri
rimary

children in rural
In addition the presb
i emphasis O eye care, 0 rural people. Its t

' arget

e Services wi

o living With
R.S) had in the

ndemic areas. Similarly, the

Health Car
eye diseases ine

group had been thos
Catholic Relief Services (& past been contributing to the health
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IR} . l ] ]
n

rural communities i
es in the North. The Bongo district is a major be fi
neficiary of

the Catholic Relief Servi
ervices nutrition and earl i
y child welfare
programme.

In the wate i7ati
r sector, orgamzatlons such as CIDA had offe
ered assistance

to th i

e government of Ghana, dating back to the late 1980°s, by p id

o , by providing safe

drinking water for some rural communities in Northern Ghana. T
na. The Bongo

district was the first beneficiary of the CIDA rural water assisted
ed programme

e following outcomes: 170 boreholes were provided
ed in a

9 small dams, 5 dugouts and 1 large-scale dam

which realized th

number of rural communities,

| wells were provided for rural communities in th
1n the

(Vea Dam) and severad
gh the assistance of Ghana government, the World B
i ank,

Bongo district throt
ncies like Rural Aid with a Bongo Distri
rict

funding through community self-help initiatives at th
(5

y counterpart
rict, it was observed that British Water Aid
i

local level. Also in the Bongo Dist

Assembl

and Ganitation Agency have been supporting th
e

and the Community Water
potable water project in rural communities. Similarly, in the W
’ est

search for
ntral Government and the

and Savelugu/Nanton districts the Ce

table water services to rural people

Mamprusi &
SO provnded po

Compa any @ al

Ghana Wwater
g in gUIne

y those jivin a worm disease infested areas. Othe
. r

ies like€ UNI 1CEF, Britis
ided of potable Water supply to meet the

h Water Aid, Community Water and Sanitation

mmunmes in the North.

g of I'Ural co
the Ministry of Food and Agriculture

LikeWiSe,
with de velopment agencies like the International
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Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the Irrigation Company of Uppe
r

Region (ICOUR), the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA)

ation and Small Holder Rehabilitation Project (LACOSREP)

Land Consery

and Upper Region Agricultural Development Programme (URADEP) had

stance to farmers in Northern Ghana to enhance their

provided varied assi

rms of knowledge and skills to improve food production. Some

capacity in t€
n Ghana had benefited from extension services and

al farmers in Northe

rior 1O Wworld Visio

rur
n-Ghana’s intervention package for some

credit facilities P

deprived rural communities:
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CHAPTER SIX

A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF TYPES OF INTERVENTION
S

UNDERTAKEN BY WORLD VISION GHANA

Introduction
In this chapter, the researcher adopted the standardizecl open ded
-en e

question in the Interview Schedules I, IT and 111

interview
in order O shed light on the contribution of World Vision Ghana to 1
rura

Brief packgro
world Visio

n Ghana s one of the few acknowledged reputable non

nt organisations i
) and its Jocal headquarters in Accra. Itis

de velopme n Ghana. It has its international

profit making
United States (US

ers in the
n-oriented relief and development

headquart
al Christia

W nternation

one of the fe
rural communities in

organizations, w
in 1979 and began operation in Northern Ghana

It first came 10
research, World Vision

[opment assistance in rural communities in six

providing deve
. . tricts are Bongo in the Upper

icts in No
Savelugu/Nanton, Gushiegu/Karaga and West



Mamprusi, all in
, the Northern Region. B
. By the end of 2004, i
, it had opened a
n

office in Saboba Ch i Di
-Chereponi District in the North
ern Region. It deri i
. ives its

nding from foreign chari
itable organizati
jons and private d
onors in

¢ . .
he United State of America, Canada, Australia, Switzerland and G
ermany.

source of fu

world Vision Ghana generally seeks to uplift the living conditi
itions of

of their geographical location. Northern

needy communities, irrespective

frastructure and suffers from inadequate food self:
self-

Ghana lacks basic social 1n

ater supply poor, health facilities and poor education/
ation,

sufficiency, POOf w
tions. This undo

gistance t0 facilitat

ubtedly qualifies it as a needy area worthy f
o

training institu
e development in the area. The

ision Ghana’s as
are meant t0 provide for the needs of the

ities, focusing on women, children and the aged

mmarized in Figure 4.

ethod for rural community development i
in

son Ghana’s m

Northern Ghana
. jon Ghana nitial Strategy of operating in the country

o distribute development projects to
pment (CD) projects.

|d Vision Ghana had shifted from the Community

the 19908 wor
Development Programmes (ADPs) as a

to Ared
its participat

ptember 1998. The programme was

ion in the National Poverty

(NPRP) 1" Se

pment Programme (UNDP) and executed

Umted Nati jons pDe evelo
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by the Inter i \J aimed at reducin
natio i g
nal EconomiC Relations Division (IERD) d
rural and urban y i Vi n i ) |
poverty In order to improve the stand |
ard of livin
g of

beneficiari
iciaries. Asa W
. . . .
y of ensuring maximum results/succes h
s, the pro
gramme

S d

¢ i
in the Accra Metropolitan Assembly (AM
A),

Jjuabuso-Bia, G2 Mashi

Dangme West, and Bongo-

National Poverty Reduction Programme was t
o undertake

Part of the

communi i j
ty awareness creation, project identification, pre
> paration and
as well s puilding the capacity of comm i
unity-based

implementation,
(CBOS) to im
n at the district lev
d to serve as the link NGO for one o ¢

plement projects and
programmes that
would

organizations
el. It was against this background

facilitate poverty reductio
a was contract®

that world Vision Ghan

ilot districts-

ritical lesson

the five p
s noted by Wworld Vision Ghana was th
e

One of the ©
tion Programme t0 achieve its

the peneficiary districts must be mad
e to

that, In order to achieve full ownershi
1p

the community members must first grasp

programme. These concepts are; (i) setti
s ing

ved in the
verty reduction (ii) selecting a

tnﬁed for po

eeds/strategles
s of the communities (iii) getting involved
ed in

iv) peing involved in assessing

epts invo

programme effects
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World Vision Ghana

Key Interventions

Water/sanitation
expectation:
increase the rate O
otable water
services from 7%
per households to
about 60% within
the programme.

Agriculture (food
self-sufficiency)
expectation:
reduced by "2
from 57.7% of
people with
inadequate food
requirements to
25% by the end of
the programme

. —

H

4: world Vision Ghana

2002

Figure

Source: Field surveys

peneficiary co

ownership in any development progr
adopted the Appreciative Inquiry (

[nquiry (AD assumes th

Appreciative
orks; hence:

something w

organizatiorl,

identiﬁcation 0 .
way of seeing

L. a
works. It is 1B short,

deﬁciencies.

world Visio
D) O

n Ghan@ also confl

it vi

Program”m'les
167

ks and the a

Health and Nutrition
expectation:
increase the number
of health and
nutrition centres
from under 30% to
80% by the end of
the programme

|

Education/training
(formal and non
formal)
Expectation:
reduce by 2
52.6% of children
5-15 years who
are not in school
to 26% by the end
of the programme

Lo

) interventions in Northern Ghana

mmunities 10 develop a sense of
amme/ project, World Vision Ghana
AD techniques in its operations. The

at in every society or community or

change can be managed through the

nalysis of how to do more of what

possibilities in situations, rather than

rms its belief in the Area Development

ews not only as an approach to




transformati
onal development but also as a strategy which t
argets usuall
y a

term commitm
ent of resources to 2 selected district, focusing on
some parts of

it which require much hel
p most. The paradigm shift i
in operation strate
gy

evelopment Projects toO
the Area D
evelopment

from Community D

Progr
grammes Was to ensure that firstly, resources and attention
are given to

| of deprivation. It further looks at the selected distri
ricts

districts in order of leve
and identifies specific communities which require prompt assista
nce.

one of World Vision Ghana’s Area Development
en

West Mamprusi,
Programme (ADP) with several communities 1 its ¢
in its ‘overseas’
area was cho
sen
ry pased on it remoteness and neglect over the y
ears,

first beneficia
ommunities in terms of social services

thereby making it lag behind other €
ealth facilities. Secondly, development
i n

as the

ildings and h

S SChOOI bUl
hrough the ADF Concept laStS fOI‘ about 1‘5 years I‘h'
. lS

cient time for government officials in the

such a

assistance provided t

prowde suffi

r development partners in the locality to

15-year

District
hana in its development efforts and to create
a

orld yision G

collaborate with
holders.

he various stake

government agencies in ADP

Wworld Vision wants to initiate or

¢ that whatever project

development plan of government or the District

creatc collaborative spirit between it and
n

plies in order to minimize rivalry and

) is to provide beneficiaries with the



requisite knowledge and skills to a i
cquire the capacity to m intai
aintain the project
S

for ensuring their conti i
ntinuous efficient service deliv
ery at the end of the A
DP

15-year period. World Vision Ghana through dialogue liaises with rel
evant

s, namely, officials of government decentralized agenci
ies

interest group

(Ministries of Education, Health and Agriculture), officials of the affected
ecte

s and representatives of target beneficiaries to come to a comm

on

ADP District
party should play in order to achieve

g of the role each

understandin
project(s) it intends to support in any given

sustainability of whatever

community.
[n summary world Vision Ghana’s choice of the ADP development

potential capacity of beneficiary communities to

programmes. It is also to ensure
ds, material resources, and time do not

he form of fun

s assistance in !
of its sponsorship period, its contribution

ation the lives of beneficiary communities

nd happiness- Figure 5 summarizes the ADP’s

169



World Vision-Ghana’s Operational Strategy

Consultation with rural
community members
(beneﬁciaries)

Identification / choice
of development

projects / prograim
by communities

mes

Community members
serve on NGOs
project(s) Manage
Boards.

ment

=

Y

Area Development Programmes (ADPs)

Liaise with Government
organizations /
departments,

District Assemblies

Liaise with other
Development partners
(NGOs and CBOs)

A

Co-operation and
Goodwill / signing of
memoranda of
understanding

Minimize duplication of
projects / programmes

\ 4

Schedule Officers get
actively involved iq all
phases of Community
Development Projects

Joint seminars /
workshops bring various
NGOs closer / unity
co-operation

|

Sustainable Commynity
Development Projects

for rural deve

lopment in Northern Ghana




Figure 5 shows that World Vision Ghana involves benefici
iciary

com e s . .. .
munities in project selection, implementation, monitoring and evaluati
uation.

It further shows how it involves officials of government agencies/depart
artments

and other NGOs operating in the area to make meaningful contribution t ]
O rura

development in Northern Ghana. The objective of the work plan is to ens
ure

that projects ar¢ effectively and efficiently carried out to attain a high level f
V€l O

sustainability. The question whether or not World Vision Ghana’s contributi
ibution

to rural development in Northern Ghana can be sustained after the lapse of th
of the

sponsoring period is discussed in the next sub section.

World Vision Ghana’s jntervention in rural water supply and sanitation

Potable water constitutes an important component for the sustenance f
0

human life. Water is oné of the most important natural resources essential f
or

development. A number of social and economic activities are closel
y

Indeéd access to water is so cri i
0 H
’ ucnal to mankmd’s

national

o access o water.

io-economic needs such that nations and even communities go to war t
0

ip of water SOurces. This is the reason why in Ghana

have been placed under the direct control of the President of the

urthermore, 2 ]law has bee

water
n enacted known as Act 522 of

lic of Ghana. F
er Resources Commis.

1996 creating 2 Wat
vices and other related issues associated with the provision

Repub
sion to oversee the supervision of

water delivery se€r

of water t0 poth urban and rural communities of Ghana.
Wwater supply in most rural communities in Northern Ghana
paﬂicularly i the Northern Region, is limited due to lack of reliable water
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sources in s€ iti
veral rural communities such as Savelugu/Nanton. D
. Domestic and

commercial activi i
tivities have been thwarted as a result of scarce wat
er resources

rural Com iti i i er t

funding for the develo
pment of water resources i
in the form of d
ams, wells,

boreholes, and dug outs to serve the water needs of deprived co
mmunities.

In the midst Of Chl’Ol’liC water p]()b i
lems In the Savelu u
g /Nanton Di i
strict

of the Northern Region, it is only women and children who, by cul
) culture and

tradition, aré responsible for looking for wate i
, r. It is these two
groups of people
er is brought to the house for household and comme ial
rcia

who ensure that wat
seen daily with water containers

use. Women and children are, therefore,
pots €tc) trekking long distances to fetch water from mudd
muddy

(buckets, basins,

sources (ponds and rivers). The difficulty of getting water from good
od sources

following: (i) Wo
g for water. (ii) Women and children also lose

gives rise 0 the men and children get exhausted at the end
end of

o the long trekkin

each day due t
xhaustion from the daily trekking an averag
e

o the effect of €

weight due
twice or thrice daily to fetch water. (iii) On th
. e

four kilometers

distance of
mbers in the Savelugu/Nanton District suffer from

household me

average, 2-3
seases: (guinea-worm, trachoma and typhoid)
as a

water borne di

any one of

m contammated open water bodies, wells, rivers and
’ ) an

result of using water fro

ponds.
The discussion O the effects of lack of reliable water sources i
in rural

rthern Ghana pefore World Vision Ghana’s entry into th
o the
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sources in sev iti
eral rural communities such as Savelugu/Nanton. D
n. Domestic
and

commercial activiti
tivities have been thwarted as a result of scarce wat
ater resource
S.

rural Com"lUll' ie in the N rth 1
ities 1 t ) 1S goverlllllellt’s inability to prOVid d
€ adequate

funding for the dev
elopment of water resou i
rces in the form of d
ams, wells,

bo
reholes, and dug outs to serve the water needs of deprived com
munities.

In the midst of chronic water ob i
problems in the Savelugu
g /Nanton Dl i
strict

of the Northern Region, it is only women and children who, by cul
» culture and

ponsible for looking for water. It is these two groups of
people

tradition, are res

who ensure that water is brought t0 the house for household and
commercial

use. Women and children are therefore, seen daily with wate
r containers

(buckets, basins, pots etc) trekking long distances to fetch water fi
rom muddy
nds and rivers). The difficulty of getting water from good
sources

sources (PO
Women and children get exhausted at the end of

o the following: (i)

gives rise t
kking for water. (ii) Women and children also |
ose

due to the long tre

each day
of exhaustion from the daily trekking an avera
ge

due to the effect

weight
ers twice or thrice daily to fetch water. (iii) On th
' e

e of four kilomet

distanc
members in the Savelugu/Nanton District suffer fro
m

average, 2-3 household
any one of water borne diseases: (guinea-worm trachoma
’ and typhoid) a
sa
from contaminated open water bodies. wells, rivers and
’ ’ S an

result of using water

ponds.
ts of lack of reliable water sources in rural

The discussion on the effec
. Northern Ghana before world Vision Ghana’s entry into th
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Major effects of lack of potable water in
rural communities

93% of households were exposed
to infectious waterborne diseases
from consumption of
unwholesome water infected by:
typhoid, cholera, and bilharzias
due Fo absence of potable water
services.

50% of households mostly women
and children, walked long distances
(1-3 km) to fetch water for domestic
and other uses (Savelugu/Nanton
District reduced output in domestic
chores by about Vs due to exhaustion
from long trekking in search of

water

cts of the absence of potable water in some rural

Figure ©: Effe

communities in Northern Ghana before the entry of World Vision
International (Ghana)
Source: Survey (2002)

[n response tO the many human sufferings associated with the lack of

access 10 potable water in some rural communities in the Savelugu/Nanton

articular, world
rompt attention so as t0 facilitate rural development

district, in P Vision Ghana considered the problem as critical

and, therefore, required p

rld Vision Ghana had, by the time of this study, provided

in the North. The Wwo
communities in its peneficiary areas in the Savelugu-Nanton District boreholes
in order t0 reduce the acute water problem during the long dry season.
a also provided communities with wells fitted with

world Vision Ghan

ps. The well ing mechanism were meant to

g with manual pump

f contaminating water sources through the dipping of dirty

miniml
cans int the wells by individuals. For example, between 1995-2003 World
yision Ghan drilled about 206 boreholes in 143 communities for about

173




42,900 . s
people. It also provided sanitation facilities in its ADP distri
istricts. This

package consisted of educati
cational campaign me
ssages meant to € i
quip rural

Of

wate i
r resources to ensure clean environment. Besides, the benefi
s neficiaries of

World Vision Ghana were t
aught how to filter water t i
o avoid contractin
g the
they were taught personal hygiene to

guinea-worm disease. In addition,

aily personal living (World Vision Ghana, 2004)

enhance their d

e issue is whether World Vision ’s i :
Ghana’s interventions have so far

y communities in the Savelugu/Nanton ADP

Th

d the target beneficiar

satisfie
ication of the guinea-worm disease. In spite of o
' ver

ct as regards the erad

pron jaundry pads con

distri
structed in 80 guinea-worm

100 boreholes with a
ities, majority of
ate is between 33 and 35% (World Vision

endemic commun which are located in the districts i
S In
the success r

Northern Region:
world Vision International (Ghana) blame th
e

). Officials of

Ghana, 2003
a-worm in some of its A

e of the guine
e of members of th

DP districts in the Northern

prevalenc
e beneficiary communities, who they

ion on the attitud
drink water from guinea-worm infected sourc
es,

ing the periods when they 0 to work on their distant farms

’5 jntervention in rural health/nutrition services

world Vision Ghana
Good health is 2 key to happy life. This dictum is upheld by all
s in Ghana openly proclaim their desire to

nations: Successive g vernment
make health services available and accessible to all Ghanaians, no matter
'S political, religio® ethnic affiliation- Despite this good intention of
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past and
present governments, Northern Ghana as at present h
as not received

sufficient attenti i :
t attention in respect of efficient health delivery services. T
ices. There is no

efficient health centre in th
¢ whole of the North. Th
. The only hospital whi
ich

s as a health referral centre is th I
e amale Hos ital, whi
pit 1 hich is
s not well

serve
equipped. The North also lacks health professionals. For example, in th
, in the study

districts, it is only Bongo that had a qualified medical doctor. Besid
. Besides, in

Northern Ghana health centres do not have two-thirds of the required
ired number

of nurses; they therefore, have to de
; , pend on the services :
of retired nur:
ses to
r of nurses required to keep the health sect
ector

supplement the numbe

functioning.
It is, therefore, in line with providing for th
e health needs of N
orthern
at World yision Ghana stepped in with various interventio
ns to

nt's efforts in pro

Ghana th
viding basic health services. The

s the facilitation of the District Health Management T
eam

assistance include
ation programmes & well as give vitamin A
b

(DHMT) to carry out immuniz

odine suppleme

f Health to conduct €Ye,

nts to youns children in its ADP districts. It al
: SO

iron and i
. s the Ministry © ear and dental screening of both
In addition; the World Vision Ghana provides medical

ica

.+ hospitals and rural health centres as a way £
0

plies of some medical equipment from the Ministr
y

g the limited sup

munities: The responses from the interview Schedul
ule

gervices in the target €0
s visit e target communities first to assess their health

I1 showed that ofﬁcial
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. g l . .

the health needs of the be i
neficiary communities en
abled World Visi
on Ghana

e critical areas t0 enable it to di
o direct its assi
stance appro i
priately.

to identify th

the Bongo District of the Upper East Region.

Besides, It provided training programmes for traditional b
na irth
attendants. The training programme
. was to enhance their ¢ i
apacity to perfor
m

rural areas, where there is lack of qualified health pe
rsonnel

efficiently in the
r maternal health caré delivery. Specifically, the training sch
eme

to cater fo
ion Ghana for Traditional Birth Attendants (TBA ) i
s) is

provided by world Vis
services of the few trained midwives in the area

to augment the
e of HIV/AIDS and children with disabilities has

The high incidenc
tion of world Vi

pears t0 be decreasing at the national level, it i

occupied the atten sion Ghana in recent years. Though
. Thoug

HIV/AIDS in recent times ap
the study districts. The West Mamprusi District
was

sing steadily in
to have a number of HIV/AIDS patients pe
r

increa
observed from the field survey,
household attributed to young girls contracting it while doing “kaya-yei” in
orld vision Ghana has in recent years included HIV JAIDS

hern Ghana- W
package for the beneficiary districts of Northe
rm

Sout

ne spread of HIV/AIDS. For example, Peer Health

o help curb t

Ghana t
h the support of World Vision International

rained throug

Educators are t
Health Management Team (DHMT)

(Ghana) in col]aboration with the District
ing rural people (aged 18-45) years to acquire

These
ecasure against contracting the

knowledg® in safe s€* as @ preventive M
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HIV/AIDS virus.

Wworld Vision Ghana views the health of children as an im
portant

the ones that hold the future of the North; hence, their good health
? ealth is

paramount 0 the future development of the area. It makes provision f
ion for

children’s health needs by assisting officials of the Health Ministry to organi
rganize

periodic de-worming of children in the study districts. It also gives vitami
itamin A,

plements to pre-school children and conducts eye, ear d
s an

adults in all its ADP districts

iron and jodine sup

g for children and

dental screenin
out 75% of the responses by a Cross section of

From the survey; ab

n Ghana, community leaders government Ministries’

officials of world Visio

hat before Wworld Vision Ghana’s entry into the North, th
, the

and Boards stated t
n some of the rural communities, especially those in West

health status i
oor. So interventions from

s like world Vision Ghana were required to lend

th. From the field survey, over 60% of the

ton, 65% in West Mamprusi stated that they had

respondents 1
: ir health status. About 60% of the

|ugu/Nanton gaid there had been a reduction in the

m in their localities. This assertion was confirmed by

who gtated that fewer numbers of households

rm infection after World Vision Ghana’s

r. The outbreaks of typhoid, trachoma and

e decrease in some beneficiary



communities i P
ties in the Savelugu/Nanton District due to improved ac
cess to water

provided by the programme. It appears that the World Vision Gh
ana is

chalking steady success n the water sector in the districts

pinion leaders in the study districts expressed dissatisfacti
ction

Some O

about the programme’s contribution though. Such individuals as the chief:
iefs and

the elite felt that the NGO was receiving SO much funding from forei d
ign donors
y spending very little on the deprived communities. What need
. eeds to

ision Ghana 1s 2 voluntary organization and
9

but it is onl

d is that world V
e expected 0 complement government’s effort i
n

be note

therefore, should only b
ding rural communities with all basic social services. It is not expect d
: cted to

bility of the central g

provi
overnment to provide all the social

take over the responsi
ervices needed by the people in Northern Ghana. When the need arises, th
S, they

must welcomé and collaborate wi

s
th the NGOs to facilitate the provision of

iects in rural communities.

development pro.
above discussion, demonstrate World Visio
n

Following from the
Ghana’s intervention in Health services for rural communities in the stud

Y
districts of Northern Ghana is summarized in Figure 7.
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Forms of interventions

'\

Trained 920 women in 32 e Conduct HIV/AIDS

To assist Ministry of Health
communities in soya bean carry out sensitization

to immunize children (12-23 :

months) against the 6 killer utilization to enhance early campaign i

. . . in1

diseases. childhood feeding practices comfnf,mgs 40

Assist Ministry of Health to to promote their proper Savelugu/Nanton ADP
growth. district alone by 2003.

train village health volunteers
¢ Trained about 930

to provide supervised birth

delivery services by trained peer counselors to talk

birth attendants (TBAs)to to people living with
HIV/AIDS.

cover the remaining 64.7%
births not covered by the

Ministry’s programme-
|

M —
—

: ntervention in Rural Health Services

Source: world Vision Ghana 2004

Food self-sufflciency
In recent years food self-sufficiency in some parts of Northern Ghana

m to state officials and other development partners

has been of great conce
tion leading to lack of food self-

m of inadequate food produc

The proble
at number of people. This is because

in the North surprises 3 8r¢

sufficiency
regarded as the food basket of the

ana in the early 1970s was

Northern Gh
pant food shortages. Indeed, the

is experiencing ram

s, especially those in Bongo District

situation is 5° pad that

are not able to provide at least on€ decent meal a day; his situation is acute

during the jean season from May 10 June each year. These perennial food
uri

n women and children not only losing weight but also

ve resulted i

shortages ha
derprivileged groups of people in the

becoming Jean and weak. These un
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Bongo District al ue to
so suffer from anaemia d i
to inadequate feedi i
ing arising

from their inability to produce sufficient food. The poor food si
situation

contributes to children absenteei i
sm during the lean i
pCI'IOd. It was re i
ported n

one of the study districts that many children slept in class during the period
perio of

food shortage.

The questions that currently engage the attention of concerned
erne

individuals and voluntary organizations with regard to the problem of fi
requent

food insufficiency in certain parts of the North are as follows: What f
. actors

decline of food supplies in Northern Ghana? Secondly, ho
’ w

contribute to the
militate against increase in food-sufficiency

problems which

d in order t0 reverse the trend of the over 50% of the peo l
ple

jes in the study districts. It is, therefore, to help

can the identified

be addresse
quate food supp!

without ade
g rate of food self-

reverse the annual declinin sufficiency in Northern Ghana

pted world Vi (Ghana) embarked on a number of

that prom sion [nternational
interventions
achieve its goal of enhancing its target communities to

[n order O
e World Vision Ghana makes it possible for

sufficiency th

ieve food self-
in the study districts to access cred

to enable them £

ach
it facilities. The money is

o engage in income-generating
in the West Mamprusi and
the women use the money to
9% access to credit in the
e Ghana Development Planning Commission

Reduction Strategy to over 60% between 2002
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and 2004.

Also, as a supplement to food self-sufficiency, the programme h
as so

far provided 60,000 tree seedlings to 100 communities for planting. S
. Some of

the tree seedlings are fruit trees meant t0 increase households’ level in f
in food

sufficiency. It was also gathered from the survey that the programme had
a

al farmers t0 small

introduced nearly 200 rur _scale irrigation farming practice
S

with the aim of increasing food self-sufficiency. From the survey, one could
) cou

d Vision Ghana in Figure 8.

nterventions of Worl

summarize the i

A 4
N Collaborates with P Provides credit facility e Collaborates with
Ministry of Agric to rural yvqmen to Agric ministry to
and other GOs engage 10 income- raise the 5.6% of
(A ction Aid, Oxfam enerating ventures In HHS that engage
agric extension orier to reduce the in dry season
services 10 assist 91% of HHS that have farming.
97.3% of no access ?o credit to e Introduces tree
households engaged finance private crops (cashew) to
in crop zltérpt:‘s;- . 63% of HHS that
- . emaining donoth
n animal o Assistsalll ot have an
1:2::;:1:./ .55.6% HHS to engage other source Of?'
o Introduces ;mproved in cash crops income apart
preed of Jivestock production 0 €7 from farming.
re pout addmonal income t0
g%‘og‘t;) ;? :ms that meet their financial
. (1]
engage inl estock needs.

na interventions in agriculture to enhance

jd Vision
wor . ol‘thern Ghana

(2004)
1

-su cy!
food self Vision Ghana (2 N



agriculture is to iti
to create access to Cl‘ltlcal but scarce resource h
s such as credi
redit

facility. Secondl
y, it is t0 provide improved a i
gricultural technolo
gy for rural

farmers
to undertake meaningful farming ventures to enhance th
eir productive

capacity in order to reverse the declini
clining rate of food
production and
other
ral produce. For example, the provision of water supply in s
ome rural

agricultu
communities in Savelugu/ Nanton distri
ict enables rural to
people have ac
cess
to water not only for drinking but also ft i
or watering their do i
mestic animals

during the dry season. The availability
. of water at short walki
alking distan
ces
helps to reduce the rate at which rural farm
ers lose their dom i
estic animals
ason when most sources of water dry up. Th
: e

during the longé dry se
ps majority of th

e fact that many of the domestic animals

ity of water hel ¢ rural farmers to increase the numb

er
|d based on th
stolen by alien or native cattle rustlers

availabili
of animals P€T househo

cattle) are 19 longer

(sheep; goats,
s are able 10

¢ rural farmer
ossible for them to raise their personal

Once th retain their domestic animals within th
e
it pecomes P

uch extra income; they can p

ay the cost of basic social

and from s

i

tudy districts in Northern Ghana.

d that soil infertility and degraded environment

r ramfall give rise to frequent fall in annual crop yields.
e the degrad
orld Vision Ghana collaborates with the

ation of the environment as regard
s
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Ministr
y of Food and i
Agriculture to provide training in extensi
nsion service
s to

benefici
ciary commu iti
nities on the use of composite manure It al
. It also helps f
armers

ll' i \/

y’ I [6)
f

S.

It w in spi
as observed that in spite of World Vision Ghana’s int
nterventions i

r | . in
ural agriculture 11 Northern Ghana, some parts of the study d
‘ y districts still
experienced annual food shortages. As 10 why the problem

persisted, the

survey took note of the following:

te agricultural extensi
ension servic i
es in the ft
orm of

(® There were inadequa
te rural farmers on th
e need to aba
ndon their

fora to educa

methods such as

rural
bush-burning, and agree t0 adopt

traditional farming

n farming, such as the use of improved seed
s and

.

ixed farming) ¢

animal preed (M

productivity.
d Vision Ghana gave [oans/credit facilities to W
omen in

s observed that some of the women g
roups

the study districts, it wa

ir income ge
es are cited in the W
est Mamprusi
si and

nerating ventures and traveled to South
ern

abandoned the

ical exampl

Ghana. TYP
s. The result is that the loans that were gi
given

Savelugu/Nanton distric
rticular, were not paid back.

1o rural womer in pa

orted dUl'in
) peneficiary communities 0 fi
ind out how
such

g the focus group discussion that NGO offi
icials

giip It was rep
seldom paid visits ¢
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Commun- i i
ns.

(iv) In som istri i
e study districts, like Bongo, cultural and traditi
itional beliefs

. ] I l . 1 1] E a :t' : c : f ] .

local envi
.ronment through tree planting despite the fact th
ct that the

distri i i
tricts had been 1n contact with the Christian Missionari
ies, especially

the Catholic ChUI'Ch for several deca
’ des. AlSO in the W
est Mam i
pYUSl

and gavelugu/Nanton districts, the beneficiary communities h
ities had still

eed to the bush-fir
g destroyed by fires every dry season

not paid h '
p e campaign message, hence, the 1
) ocal

ment was still bein

environ
duce in the North, such as sheabutter a d
n

(v)  Also, agricultural Pro
tomatoes do not enjoy the benefit ofar
eady market lik
e cocoa,

neapples do- The lack of ready market for the regi
egion’s

bananas and pi
failure of NGOs to help organize market
€

produce and the

agricultural
¢ to the low interest shown by the youth i
in

for rural produce give ris

rural agriculture:

n/training

Educatio
ne of the most important functions of every

Education is perceived as o

. plays 8 crit
private and pu

ical role in the preparation of children and th
e

blic affairs. It is required for the

t basic responsibilities in the public sector. It is need
. needed

and the military. Education is, in fact, th
] N e

panking farming
Itis considered PSR
p as a principal instrument in

od citizenshi

jety’s cultural values; hence, through educati
ation
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every child or youth rece
ives various forms of professi
ssional training. |
. In short,

it is the process of educatl
ion/training that future
adults are provid
ed with

requisi . . . .
quisite skills to adjust appropnately to their local environment as res ib
ponsible

members of their respective communities.

in the rural communities of the study districts

State of education 1

That child can succeed in life if he/she is denied the opportunity
ity to

jate functional education is doubtful. Under the circumst
ance

acquire appropr
provide it, it becomes a right, which must be

where the state has undertaken to
| terms. Notwithstanding the responsibility of the

ducational facilities in all parts of the country that

vide adequate €

ty in Northern Gh

dream is still far from reali

state to pro
ana. Western education began late

ed with insufficient Jogistical support its spread in the

in the North and coupl

mmunities has been slow.

rural cO
| families in the North also retards parents’

their children in school. Majority of the rural

ir children’s school fees. Besides,

in most rural communities, cultural and traditional

proper role of girls largely hindered the number of

in school. For example, in West Mamprusi

districts the cultural pelief associated with girls is that

posed o bo groome 4 for marriage- Girls, as some focus groups in
rained in traditional house-keeping

they are sup
meant 10 be t

ition to Deing properly equipped to meet the pleasure
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education for gi i
or girls 18 regarded as non-essential and, theref
’ ore, of little

ommunities. The elderly, in particular

relevance to the well-being of rural ¢

find it difficult to a i
ppreciate any benefit accruin
g from the educati
on of the

girl-child.

World Vision Ghana’s intervention in education in the rural ¢
ommunities

of the study districts
In response to the notion that ed
munities, World Vision Ghana moved to

ucation is the tool that can be exploited

t of deprived com

for the developmen
ough its initial entry was through relief

e early 1980s. Th

the North in th
ct in the Northern Region, World Vision Ghana

he ethnic confli

packages after t
e of the critical areas which required interventi
ion

ducation 5 on

it turned t0 €
ss of rural develo

g the proce pment. Before World Vision
e of the rural com

e as classrooms for pupils and teachers

for facilitatin
munities, there were no educational

Ghana’s entry jnto som
uildings 10 serv

ke school b
tructure gave rise to very few parents bein
g

facilities 1

infras

their children in school. The low school enrolment in som
e

attributed to the refusal of many children to walk
a

day to the nearest village to attend school. In West
Northern Region very few children went to school

mational (Ghana) entered the area to provide school
0

ol nte
s. It also provided classroom furniture and
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The programme also realized that the provision of physical st
ructures

(classroom buildin i
gs) In schools was not en
ough to entice th
e rural

communities O enroll their children in school. Thus bearing in mind th
’ ind the high

rate of poverty among the rural people for the programme provided
pens,

pencil, and exercise books in its intervention list to achieve its objecti
ective of

making the rural people jiterate. The programme would identify brilliant b
ut
n in the targeted communities and provide such children ith
wi

order to lessen the burden of parents who might

needy childre

tive packages in

special incen
enroll their children in school but were hindered by poverty

be willing t0
rusi district, in particular, the Ghana Education

In the West Mamp

d during the field work that after World Vision

Service p€

rsonnel reporte
istrict’s communities, there had been changes in th
e

Ghana entry into the di

ompared to the period before its entry

H <
€ rural commumtles in the overseas’ area where some

ot enroll their wards in formal school, the
he presence of World Vision Ghana Also

.on of the programme which include an incentive packa
ge

in the form of teachers’ quarters in the rural communities

ral teachers
¢ ‘overseas’ schools and even agree to stay there

for ru
ostings 10 th

teachers accept P
o four years tote

iod of thre€ t ach. The provision of one meal a

at least @ per

for
rogramme in collaboration with the

(CRS) increased enrolment and attendance figures in
i

Catholic Relief Gervices
its target © unities- The © enrolment and attendance per class, hich stood at
when sho otupto 45%.
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provided to pro i jon i
promote basic education In the rural communitie it
S) 1 alSO mad
e

Some i i i w

educatio i iti For
jon in some rural communities. or instance the pro
’ gramme h
as

provnded some financial support t0 assist the construction of a student h
nt hostel in

one of the most deprived senior hi
gh schools at Gowrie i
in the Bongo Distri
istrict

. I

construction of the hostel facility has enhanced th
e school’s capaci
ty to attract
pupils with good grades in the Basic Education Certificate Exa i
mination
(BECE) from the surrounding community school
s who would othe i
rwise had
on in urban centres senior secondary schools that have boardi
oarding

sought admissi
2004 when the school was provided with a hostel

r example, since

facilities. FO
it had admitted students with an aggregate of 18
or

by world Vision Ghana,

better.

In lin€ with the P p conviction in functional literacy, i
y, it

rogramme’s dee

orated with the Non-Formal Education Division (NFED) in its t
arget

about 20 adult 1

e effect of the interventions on formal and

iteracy centres in the Bongo district, with

eing the beneﬁciaries. Th

:on in the rura

portance of education. Many of them ha
ve

1 communities has led to high awarenes
S

n about the im

. pusbands t© enroll their children in schools. Exampl f
. es 0

nt as a result of encouragement from women b
can be

nd Savelugu/Nanton districts.

contribution by way of supplementing



i int fuay istri e nu
Cduca[ on in he s Ud dlStI'lCtS there are Sti“ lar
» g mbers of child
ren who

have not taken ad
vantage of the programme This i
_ This is because in th
e West

were identified during the surve
y to have less than thre
e out of an avera
ge of

seven children enrolled in school. It was‘observed that some household
olds in the

two study districts did not have a single child
enrolled in school. A
. Apart from
e formal and non-formal education sector

the programme intervention in th

World Vision Ghana has also set up 2 number of Youth Skills Trai
raining

Programmes (YSYP) from which girls and young women are trained
ined in
Bongo district has at least three of these

dressmaking and basketry- The

training centres

r early childhood education by World Vision Ghana

Provision fo
from the survey (2002

It was revealed ) revealed that World Vision
made a number of provisions for pre school education in it
its

Ghana had sO far
m the many interventions it provided in support

target communities. Apart fro
ic level and senior high school education in the study area, World Visi
? sion

the establishment of over 70 day care centres in the stud
udy

hildren for formal school. It makes provision fi
or
children in the day-care centres in the beneficiary rural
ra

uraging parents t0 send their wards to school

s funds for the recruitment and

g for early child education in the study area
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World Visi i
on Ghana interventions in Education is sh
own in Figure 9

. Forms of Interventions

v

K

g(r)go Children in 50 volunteer 22
gramme (CIP) teachers supported 4 communities

provided with school each year to teach benefited from health
uniforms and other basic in 20 schools for 5 education 921
school supplies ears in each community members
(tables/chairs) every selected ADP were trained in
other year from 2000- district from 2000- Business Managetment
2014 in the 7 ADP 2014 inthe 7 ADP Sl?lll? in the 7 ADP
2 triols Sistricts districts.

Figure 9: World Vision Ghana interventions in education

d Vision Ghana, 2004

Source: worl
£ World Vision Ghana in the area f
s 0O

The intervention 0
health, agriculture (food self-sufficiency) and ed
education,
d the key 0 the transformation of Northern Gh
ana rural

water/sanitation,

from being un

communities
ple with the necessary knowledge and skill
s

|d provide peo

education wou
e them tO provide soluti
ions for inade
quate food

n turn enabl

health and sanitation problems wi
with Suppon fi
rom

which would i

water,

productiona
o with NGOs- Thus, given the power of educati
ion,

n collaboratio

govemmenti
no society can de

it is not surprising that
ts citizens: In short, it is through educati .
ion/training th

at the

accessible to i
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rural communities of the N
orth can acquire the ri
ight knowledge and ski
skills to

deal with the fundame
ntal causes of its unde
rdevelopment. Al
. Also, through

lives. Fo i :
¢ example, 1N the study districts, some peo le in
ple in the target

communities in Savelugu/Nanton distri
istrict are taught how
to filter water i
r in

order to reduce the rate of coO i
ntracting water-borne di
iseases, specificall
y

a-worm. T hrough education, particularly the functional lit
iteracy

y

guine

e risk of contracting contagi i
ous diseases
, such as lepr
0SsY,

in order to avoid th

trachoma and cholera.

rners of world Vi

Adult le2 sion Ghana’s intervention in education h
ave

umber of penefits t0 rural communities in the study districts. F
cts. For

also ledtoan
yision Ghana collaboration with the Ministry of
ry o

example, through world
Agriculture not less than 200,000 farmers in the study districts alone

as at the

gained knowledge and skills on how to att ain food self-

self-

he field work
roved farming methods such as contour

time of t

sufficiency through the usc of imp
the right application of fertilizers a5 well as the use of improv q
ed crop

farmings
nimal breed- it was also reported that during th
€

of improved a

d and the us®
ome adult |earners were able to read simpl
ple

see
focus 8rovuP discussions s
garding the use of veterinary drugs and agro-chemicals, and "

b ls

increase animal and crop production
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Table 10: Summary of World Vision Ghana Interventions in Northern Ghana

Area of Objectives of Target District ~ Progress achieved in Target Difficulties encountered Lessons for Future
Intervention Intervention for the with special District
North Attention
To achieve food self 7.8% of households are not e High cost of farm o Encourage the formation
sufficiency by reducing food self-sufficient before implements / inputs of co-operatives to
by about 57.7% of the programme, after the as a result of qualify for credit / loans
households without programme 82.5% of removal of to be able to go into
adequate food Bongo households are food self- agricultural viable agricultural
Agriculture  requirement to about sufficient subsidies. activities (cash crop, food
25% by the end of the e Lack of access to stuff and livestock
programme. market for farm rearing.
produce after e Liaise with appropriate
harvest government agencies to

provide marketing outlets
for farmers producing

tomatoes and rice.
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Table 10:

Area of

Objectives of

Target District

Summary of World Vision Ghana Interventions in Northern Ghana

Intervention

To achieve food self

Intervention for the

North

with special

Attention

Progress achieved in Target

District

Difficulties encountered

Lessons for Future

sufficiency by reducing
by about 57.7% of
households without
adequate food
Agriculture  requirement to about
25% by the end of the

programme.

Bongo

7.8% of households are not
food self-sufficient before
the programme, after the
programme 82.5% of

households are food self-

sufficient

High cost of farm o
implements / inputs

as a result of

removal of

agricultural

subsidies.

Lack of access to

market for farm

produce after .

harvest.

Encourage the formation
of co-operatives to
qualify for credit / loans
to be able to go into
viable agricultural
activities (cash crop, food
stuff and livestock

rearing.

Liaise with appropriate
government agencies to
provide marketing outlets
for farmers producing

tomatoes and rice.
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Table 10 contd.
Water/sanitation

expectation: increase the
rate of potable water
Water / services from 7% per
Sanitation  households to about

60% within the

programme.

Savelugu /

Nanton

93% of households were Within the programme

without safe drinking water  beneficiary

before the programme, so far communities certain

33% of households have households still have

access to safe drinking water  some of their members

in the focus districts. suffering from water

borne disease (guinea

worm infection)

increase public health
education on the need to
discontinue drinking
water from unhygienic
water sources.

Provide safe drinking
water sources at vantage

points in major farming

arcas.



Table 10 contd.
Health and Nutrition

expectation: increase the

number of health and
Health / nutrition centres from Savelugu /
Nutrition under 30% to 80% by Nanton
the end of the
programme

Trained about 920 .
women in 32 rural
communities in the use of
soyabean to enhance
children food nutrition.
Assist ministry of health
to train traditional birth
attendants (IBAS) to
provide safe births
delivery services to areas

not covered by the

ministry programme.

194

The importance of ~ ® stepped up public

proper feeding of education with focus on

children has not child nutrition education

been well for rural women.

understood by rural e Involve community

women. leaders to assist in getting

Many women feel many women to

reluctant to offer volunteer to be trained as

themselves for TBAs.
training to acquire

skills to serve their

communities

U



Table 10 contd.

Liaise with Ghana Education

Education/training

(formal and non formal)

Education  Expectation: reduce by West

57 6% of children 5-15 Mamprusi

years who are not in
school to 26% by the

end of the programme.

Before the programme e Children dropout of

the ‘overseas’ area of school, despite the

West Mamprusi District presence of

had no formal school educational

buildings within a facilities in the

walking distance. localities.

e Presently two day centres
and two set of school
buildings (primary and

JSS) are built to serve the

educational needs of the

area.

Service, other development
partners and parents to
initiate appropriate measures
which could help minimise
school dropout rate in the
district. For example,
provision of a decent meal a
day for school children

during the noon break.

Source: Field data, 2002
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able l isi 4

tO ards aChi i i j i i

nutrition and educati
cation. It however, makes sense to limit the di
iscussion to

€

the entry of world Vision Gh
ana, 57.7% of the i
people in Northern G
hana

the Bongo District achieved food self-sufficiency

In the field of education as shown in Table 10, 52.6% of child
» D& children of

school-going ag® in Northern Ghana were i
not in school. The
. problem of low
al education in the area could be traced to la k of
ck O

participation in form

ties, such as school buildi
ings to serve a
s classrooms i
s in some

educational facili
pefore the programme in West Mam prusi

of the deprived areas. For example,

ome households did not enroll their wards into school. Th
. The excuse

District, S
hat formal schools were not within a w i ;
alking distanc \W
e. West Mamprusi
prusi

ple where households experienced difficulties in getti
ing

was t

District is one exam

their children to have access 10 formal education. I
e of the

rural communities’ interest in getting their childre
o formal

world Visio

g. It also constructed

n Ghana established 70 day care centres in it
s

education,
twelve classrooms to serve as both

peneficiary district

S, in additionto 2 day-care centre.

primary and JS
regards the prob
n Ghana (Table 9), high cost of farm machinery

As jems encountered by World Vision Ghana in it
s

Norther.

ack of ready market for farmers’

fertilize



produc i
e continue to pose a challenge to rural farmers. F
. For example, far
B m

machinely (traCtOI'S and theil Spale [)a
I'tS) bU"OCk f Tt
s plOllghS (5 iliZer
] S and

agro-chemic i
als are so expensive that most rural farmers are unabl
able to purch
them from thei i o
their meagre earnings. The result is that most household f:
old farms are

relatively small in size. Besides, livestock and poultry are I
mostly of local

to enhance their health status.
Apart from the high cost of farm inputs and agro-chemical
- icals, rural

s in Northern Ghana also lack access t
o ready market for ri
r rice, tomatoes
k]

eir quest for finding money to settle household
s

farmer

ndnuts and millet. In th

grou
chool fees, hospital fees and other contingencie
S, most

bills such as children s

rural farmers in Northern Ghana sell their f
arm produce at a *
throw away’
y

price soon after harvest.

ponse tO the high cost 0

n Ghana collaborate with other developm
ent

In res f farm inputs and lack of ready market fi
or

farm produce world Visio

to dialogue with the government of the

ers, especially advocacy groups

partn
bsidy on agricultural machinery, agro-chemical
cals and

day to introduce SU

to make prices of such items affordable for majority of th
y of the

fertilizers in order

rmers in the North. Secondly, as regards lack of ready k
market

peasant rural fa
duce. World Visio
n the government to insti
stitute minim i
um prices for

for farm pro n Ghana further still dialogues with ad
vocacy

jons to impress ©

associat
nions, similar to the price poli
olicy on ¢
ocoa and coff
ee.

e, tomatoes and 0

ric
Thus, it is anticipated that when these measures are adh
’ ered to, farmin

> g

ood for majority of the people of Northern

(which is the major source of livelih
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Ghana, G ot .
. Ghana Statistical Service, 2001) would attract the youth of
uth of the area to

enter in iorati
stead of migrating to Southern Ghana to look for no
n-existing menial

jobs.

Views from District Assembli
ies and Ghana Educati
ion Service on W
orld

Vision Ghana’s interventions

Contact with officials of the study Districts Assembli
mblies in

Savelugu/Nanton, West Mamprusi and Bongo revealed the foll
ollowing. In

respect of Savelugu/Nanton district, members of the focus dis
cussion groups

were of the opinion that before World Visi
ion G ’ :
hana’s entry in the area, access

to potable water was a serious problem. M
. Most rural people r
esorted to drinki
ng

water from infCCted sources Hence nearly a thi f
. ) Yy third of the ru h
ral household
S

were attacked by water-borne  diseases ranging from gui
uinea-worm t
0

a. In West Mamprusi di
ntions in education. Members emphasized th
at

trachom strict, the group discussion was centred
on

world Vision Ghana interve
World Vision Ghana’s contribution to education h
as been of gre
at benefit to
communities in the ‘overseas’ area where before W :
orld Vision Gh
ana’s entry
ool infrastructure in the form of
classroom and
teachers’

there had been no sch
£ school infrastructure in their vi
e of high

quarters. The lack ©

illiteracy raté in th

As regards the health status in

’

eir community.

the study districts, opinion leaders and

members of t the Savelugu/Nanton stated that until World
or

Vision Ghana’s entry in S
people’s health was I" jeopardy. They attributed the poor health status of th
of the

¢ water infected with water-borne diseases; he
; hence,

people 10 the drinking ©
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. the

\Y 0

the health sta
status of most of the World Vision Ghana beneficiary
communities.

l ‘)( .

: l ‘l lt I l l o, ] l

Traditional Birth Attendants (TB
As) to supplement
the efforts of Mini
inistry of

Health. They mentioned, in particular, the de-worming of school
ool children in

towards the improvement of rural health delivery

In Bongo district opinion leaders and
> officials of Ghan
a Education

Service (GES) mentioned that since the arri
) arrival of World Visi
ion Ghana, the

ted from ItS educational assistance For exampl
) mp c thC

district has penefi

construction of a girls’ hostel in the Gowri i
rie Senior Sec
ondary Scho
ol to
accommodate g0 female students and the construction of a six-uni
-unit classroom

plock in SiX communities ar¢ some of the programme’ i
s contribution. It has

ed twoO school bl

g in the district. Twenty needy pupils have been support d
ed with

ing materials, that is, exercise books, pens and pencil
ils as well a
S

also renovat ocks to serve th
e educational
needs of tw
o}

communitie

some learml

school uniforms:
In spite of the support World Vision Ghana i
is rendering to so
me
deprived rural communities in Northern Ghana, a hand
’ ful of focus
groups,
S, officials of Ghana Education Servi
ice and the three Distri
istrict

community leader
elugu/Nanton,
s in the rural communities as follows: that

: most

mblies (Sav West Mamprusi and Bongo) expres
S some

ut its activitie

Asse

reservations abo

of the NGOs ©

fficials are cheats. They argue that NGOs officers use th
e poor
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people to source for funds from outside (Western Europe, Australia and th
> and the

US). That, however, when they succeed in getting the funds (money) th
ey

divert a greater part of it to buy expensive vehicles for personal use. Anoth
. Another

leading opinion leader in the West Mamprusi ADP District also stated that: h
at: he

will also form an NGO or seek a political appointment in order to change hi
e his

living condition and that of his family for the better. He maintain that
some

NGO officers get cheap money and bluff those people working in the publi
1C

sector.
which were centred on their personal

In addition tO the above remarks,

faction of world Vision Ghana personnel life style, some of the focu
) s

figures accused World Vision Ghana of employing some

dissatis

groups and some key
achers from the scho

In fact, a check at the Northern Region Area

of the best t€ ols, thereby denying the Ministry of

quality service.

Education
mes office in Tamale confirms that two-thirds of their

Development Program

senior staff in the seven ADP districts were teachers.

gh that world Vis
ies of Northern Ghana is in the right direction for, it is

ion Ghana in ion’s i i
intervention’s in education / training

objective of contributing 10 the development of
education/training in the North, i particular, and the country, in general. In
their Views world Vision Ghana’s interventions in education / training in
naught if the practice of luring seasoned teachers

s with attractive service conditions to take up
:+ is not minimized or stopped. Members emphasized that

recruiting teachers by world Vision Ghana and other NGOs is
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S

of public schools in Northern Ghana.

In conclusion itisi
, mportant to note that
even though World Visi
ision

Ghana purports t0 have it
s focus on the underprivi
rprivileged grou iving i
ps living in the

specifically, witches and wizards. This f
. act came to light whe
n one alleged

witch whispered t0 the leader of the
research team durin
g the household

interview gession that as for her and her co
unterparts they not b
etter off now
She added, “These people have been in

than they were before the programme.

this our community for quite sometime n
ow but they have
not looked into
our
then who will talk to them on our behalf.”

face. We need their assistance but

alleged display of
me of the reasons beneficiaries repeated a numb
er

Also, the arrogance and use of project funds to b
o buy

expensive vehicles were 0

and ended by statin
g in jts target beneficiary communities. Th
. Thus,

of times g that World Vision Ghana has not done en h
ough to

promote education/trainin

ering the alleged

g development proj

quantum of resources it recei
ives from int i
ernational

consid
ects, what is given to beneficiary

munities is neg
n Ghana say$ abo

com
ut its activities in the rural communiti
ies

what world Visio
t is contained in

| communities countrywide

its official records regarding its remarkabl
e

coupled with wha

n deprived rura

uccess-stories i
e focus groups and a few senior citizens from th
e

S
some of th

iew that world Vision Ghana is a purely volunt
ary

assist Central Government and the

sist rural communities in the North, to improv
, € upon
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their lot through the provision of food production and access to d
education,

water and health services. It was remarked by one senior citizen in o f th
ne of the

beneficiary communities that the view that World Vision Ghana ha d
s not done

enough to meet the needs of rural communities in its beneficiary areas i
s is not

true. He stressed that World Vision Ghana needs to be recommended for th
or the

n its target communities. He further emphasised that

gains it has SO far made i

it is unreasonable for beneficiaries and some individuals to be too ¢ i
urious to

know how much comes t0 the coffers of World Vision Ghana to be disb d
urse
s view, beneficiary groups of World

on various development projects. In hi

ould allow it free hand to conduct its development activities

Vision Ghana sh

without interference.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

ASSESSMENT OF WORLD VISION GHANA INTERVENTIONS
IN

THE STUDY DISTRICTS

Introduction

This chapter seeks to carry out an assessment of World Vision Gh
ana’s

contribution in the three selected districts: Savel
: ugu/Nanton, West M
’ amprusi

and Bongo. The areas covered are:

Self-sufficiency in food production

Wwater supply

Education / training

gelf-sufficiency in food production

In this context, self-sufficiency in food production means the ability of
ity o

eholds to produce enough food stock from their respective farms to m
eet

irements of member
sufficiency also stands for the capacity of the

hous
s of households, without relying on outside

support of food aid- Food self-
households © store some considerable amount of their farm produce to cater
for contingencies, meet household needs, and also to serve as se curity against
¢ immediate future in case of drought or crop infestations.

food shortages inth
o mean the ability of households to purchase extra

oncept M2y als
y means of selling some of their farm
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should be noted
that before the advent of World Vision Gha
na in agriculture i
n

Situation wa enc y T i
S g n l'all pOOl‘. FO mStance, World ViSiOn Gh
ana by al
= nnual

not food self-sufficient because only 42.4% of the populati
ion were food self-

sufficient. i i
With regard to the food situation in the study distri
ricts, the surve
’ y

recorded the following findings.

bution of responses on food self-sufficiency

Table 11: Distri

Time frame BF AF BF AF BF

Before (BF) (1990- Savelugu/ West B "
1996) Nanton Mamprusi i
After (AF) (1997—2002)

Number of households 148 28 108 40 62 30
without access to food 02.5% 17.5% 90% 33.3% 50% 24%

and after the programme
Number of households 12 132 12 80
62 94

ccess t0 food self-

‘78/0 . / /0 66';/0 / ;5.8

sufficiency pefore and

he programme

aftert

TOTAL 160 160 56120 —
24

Source: Field surveys 2002

Note: Bf gtand pefore the programme, while Af stands for

programme after the
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Table 11 sh
shows the food supply situation before and aft
er the

programme i istri
g in the study districts. The table it revealed that th
ere was an

increase |
rease in the number of households who attained self-suffici
-sufficiency in food

who were food self-sufficient
after the programm
e appears to be th
e outcome

of World Vision Ghana’s contribution to the agricultural sector in th
in the form of
small credit for purchasing farm in i
puts and implements (d
onkey and bullo
ck
ploughs agro-chemicals fertilizers, im
, R , proved seeds and exoti
otic animal breed)
new scientific knowledge and practice

Beneficiary rural farmers also acquired

n farming techniques through closer collaboration with the W
e World

¢ Extension Services of the Ministry of Fo d
od and

in moder
Vision Ghana and th

Agriculture (MOFA).

h leld survey report as obser ved in ea i
The f 4 rlier diSCUSSiO]l show!
ed that

neﬁciaries increased their fa i
rm size from 2 h
ectares to

over 70% of the be

ares. Besides the increase in household’
old’s fa :
rm size, 5.6% of the

about 3-3 hect
o engage in dry season farming as a result of th
the

Although world Vision Ghana based its interventions in North
orthern

cing food self-

Ghana for enhan
n the North, nothing was mentioned as to how the critical ft
itical food

meliorated. In sh

sufficiency, on UNICEF reports on the food
6]

situation i
on could be @

could be improved for the b
ough the UNICEF (1999) stated that 63% of the area’
s

ort, it did not envisage how the situation

situati
enefit of rural farming communities in Northern

Yy source of income apart from farming, n
0o
9
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referenc
e was made to whether or not it was the situati
ion of no job

opportunities which had com
pelled the youth of th
e area to migrate t
0

Southern Ghana in search of ial j
menial jobs. It has been a
rgued that the migrati
gration

from Northern Ghana t0 the South enables the migrants to earn SO
me money to

support themselves and their family members back home Unfort
. unately, it

was observed during the survey that half the number of migrants did not
not return

to their respective communities to hel
p the older ones to
carry out farmin
g

activities during the rainy season.
following the programme interventions, over 200 wo
i men and

s in basket weaving and batik, tie and dye

Also,

s acquired basic skill

young girl
rict. The beneficiaries of the skills training

in the Bongo dist

business
make extra money to cater for their basic needs h
. They

programme were able t0

e also able to con

quirements durin

tribute towards the purchase of foodstuff to supple
ment

wer
g the lean seasons. It was also observed

household’s food re

at prior t0 World Visi ’s i i
y that p ision Ghana’s interventions in Northern

from the surve

6% of children ¢X
hildren in the same category were underweight d
ue

Ghana, 4 perienced stunted growth as a result of food
00

hile 36.3% of
te food and nutrition. For instance

shortage, W
ising from inadequa

uate feeding af
¢ Region experienced frequent food

to inadeq
n the Upper Eas

ommunities i

making it diffi
programme, it was observed that only 20% of

some €
cult for households to afford three square

alnutrition (Bongo District Health Centre, 2002). It

whic
ich was a common feature in most rural
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Table 12: Food self-sufficiency index

Time frame BF AF BF AF BF AF
Before (BF) (1990-1996) Saveluguw/ West Bongo
After (AF) (1997-2002) Nanton Mamprusi

Number of households without access 148 28 108 40 62 30
to food self-sufficiency before and

after the programme

Number of households with access t0 12 132 12 80 62 94
food self-sufficiency pefore and after

the programme

TOTAL 160 160 120 120 124 124
- 181.82* 81.5 17.69

Source: Field surveys 2002

=1at5% significant level

Note: Bf stands for before the Pro

Programme
* Refer appendix 5
The results of the ¥*

districts. The tests I

suffici
z for Savelugy/ Nanton,

nd 17.69 respectively,

me certainly has had si

olute numbers of food self-

e before the programme.

gramme, while Af stands for after the

tests for food self-sufficiency are shown in Table
evealed a significant difference in the
ent households before and after the programme.
West Mamprusi and Bongo are
all greater than the theoretical value of
gnificant impact on households’ food

sufficient households



In Savelugu
gu/ Nanton the absolute number of household
s without food

self-suffici
jency before the programme Wwas 148 but after th
e programme the

. f l

Si nif Ca]lt dl() 0 8 0 () r t
g 1 p f 1/0. n the Othe hand, he number ()I h()use
hOIdS Wi[h

food self-sufficiency for Savelugu/Nanton rose by 1000%
. Before the

proglamme the number Of peo e w'
> pl lth fOOd se f-
| sufﬁcienc
Y fOl'

Savelugu/Nanton Was 12 but after the programme it increased
sed to 132.

For West Mamprusi, the absolute number of household
s without food

self-sufficiency pefore the programme was 108 but after the p
rogramme it was

reduced to 40 households. This also shows a fall of 63%. Th
o. The absolute
number of households with food self: suffici
-sufficiency was
12 before the

after the programme it rose to 80 i
, an increase of 566%
%. In

programme;
gramme the absolute numb
er of households wi
s without

Bongo, pefore the Pro
r the programme 30 households we
re

food self-sufﬁciency was 62, afte
recorded @S being without food self-sufficienc :
y, showing a decli
ine of 52%.
ouseholds with food self-sufficiency the absolute
numbers

efore the programme and 94 after the
programme signifyi
, signifying a

With regard 0 h

were 62 b
i provement in access 10 food self:
-sufficienc
y. It can,

remarkable 51
e concluded that the programme has had
a positive si i
gnificant

therefore, b
jmpact on households’ food self-sufficiency in all the districts
the significant change in the number of food

00

rth noting that

It is WO
ds before and after the

programme is the outcome ofa

jient househol

l g

multiplicity 0 interventions:

g credit faci
al farmers who, prior to the

lities advanced to rur

an

methOdS,
e the requisite farm inputs and implem
ents

were unable 10 procur

programme,
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n

order to achieve maximum yields.

What sh i i
should be noted is that In spite of the significant i
impact of the

rogram ’
programme 0N household’s food self-sufficiency, other external f:
’ al factors such

as availability
households achieving food self-sufficiency. For example, the
, contributions of
some NGOs and government agencies such as MOFA, through
, ugh Extension

research arca.

Potable water
Water services here mean the provision of various sources of
of water for

ey include water fro

ommunities- Th m dugouts, dams, wells, borehol
. es

rural €
and stand pipes- The first tW0 water systems are
used to water ani
nimals during

ns as well as for gardenin
g and domesti
ic use such
as

the long dry seaso

and bathing. Th

r. However, in Northern Ghana when we t 1k
a

e wells, boreholes, and stand pipes are used
e

cooking, washing

fe drinking wate

g WE usually think in terms of water ft
or domestic
purposes as

he hope of minimising chances of contracti
ing

as sources of sa

of water service
o, with

water-borne diseases particularly guinea worm.
cess to water services means households’ ability
ity to

In this study, ac
ny of the vario

g well as water from wells, boreholes, and stand pi
’ pipes.

up with 2 us water sources; that is, water from
dams @

s of water if provided for rural folks, would help reduce th
uce the

h of water for domestic use and also help i
pin minimisin
g the
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{ f i i (:h() € d
effect 0 gumea worm, typhOId and lera iseases Before the prog
* p ctamme,

many communities (both urban and i
rural) in the North 1
acked access to

some focus groups in Savelugu/Nanton

potable water. Thus, from the survey

Com . M . . 3
plamed that agriculture productivity In their rural areas had signifi
nificantly

been reduced due to the efft i
ect of guinea-worm and oth
er water-borne dise
ases.

iseases attacked both youn

Ind
ndeed, these di g and old, as a result of drinking of

rm infected-water. It was noted that the principal source of
water in

guinea WO
unities of Northern Ghana was surface water; which
; whic

the deprived rural comm

-ncludes water from rivers, streams, ponds and small dams. Water from th
* om these

ed for all purposes b
gized that prior to World Vision Ghana’
s

sources was us oth domestic and agricultural

[t must be empha

ater sector, access to potable water in some part f
SV

interventions in the W

a was 7%. An example s Savelugu/Nanton district. Th
. us,

Northern Ghan
include the Savelugu/Nanton rural

programme to enable them have access to potable

me have SO far provided 170 boreholes and over 100 hand
n

pumps- Besides, a large quantity of about 100

o some peneficiary rural communities, particularly

g were given t

fied as gumea-worm prone areas. The field survey

d by the mid-year report on the programme

2000 accessibility to potable water

n from 7% to 31% (World Vision Ghana

ousehold had rise

from the survey (2002) that access to potable

mmunities enabled women and children to use the

rch of watef for household chores and other productive
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€S

by children also reduc i
ed drastically as a resul
t of easy access to
potable water.

(District Directorate: Savelugu / Nanton, 2002)

As i
a result of the programme interventions, some impact h
> act had been

made. The guinea wormm infection h
ad reduced considerably i
ly in the benefici
iciary

s a result of access to safe drinki
ing water throu
gh the provision

communities 2

s, and over 100 wells fitte

of boreholes, .
d with pumps. It is surprising that in

some of the beneficiary communities,
, some people did no
t use the wat
er
According to the survey, some about 55% of

provided by the programme.

s were of the firm belief that guinea-worm was from human bl
an blood

respondent
other than from drinking unsafe water. Th
e

a natural cause

or from
y disregarded common preventive measures

consequence was that the
with regard o sanitation, the situation was ve
ry deplorable even i
en in the

itals. Most of the households in both district capital
itals

beneficiary district cap
trines in their homes. It was only few

o5 did not have la

n the urban centres that used public toilets. Majority of th
e

e who lived in the rural areas defecated in the open. In addition, most of
ost 0

including those

iscriminate dumping of refuse in any available

e who lived i

peopl
had no solid waste disposal system

in towns,

the h

The common pra
reby leading

to general poor sanitary conditions in Northe
m

Ghana.
o minimise the poor sanitation, World Vision Gha
na
peneficiary di

n on efficient water and sanitation

In ord
stricts’ Water and Sanitation Teams to

with the
infonﬂatlo

relevant
iy focused on the co-ordination of water

s. It specifica
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and toilet faciliti i
lities in the beneficiary communities. World
. World Vision Gh
ana also

collaborated Wi
ith other NGOs that were involved in the pro
motion of pro
per

conditions in
the area. From the survey (2002), the prog
) ramme interventi
entions
niti i iti
ies being sensitized on how to handl
andle

led to a number of beneficiary commu

and manage soli iqui
ge solid and liquid wastes: Consequently, there w
as an increase i
ase in
e ne i
ed to have latrines in rural homes. F
s. From

the level of awareness regarding th

h, over 100 househ

entil i
ilated Improved Pit (KVIP) latrines in thei
eir

the researc i i
olds in the district capitals and th
e sub-urban

d the Kumasi \Y

centres ha

2002).
2). There was & great awareness among h
the

homes (Field Survey,

beneficiary communities of proper methods of solid and liquid
. waste disposal
In conclusion, the survey (2002) as revealed by the Distri :
istricts Health

d that there Was @ gradual reduction in the b
number of

rted water-related health cases as a result of the provisi
vision of
good
d improved sanitary conditions i
ons in the benefici
iciary district
.

drinking water an
t be emphasise

r is to be sustained, then the
programme m
ust embark
on

4 that if the success story in the wat
er and

However, it mus

sanitation secto
f the peneficiary communities on the need to take k
een interest

sensitization o
It should be borne in mind that if it fails t
0

in water and sanitation jssues.
unities t0 raise their livin
g standards th
rough the

provision of safe drinking water and good sanitary managem
ent practice, th
, then
me to naught notwithstandin
» g the heav
y expenditur
e

its effort would €0
+ of provision of boreholes and wells for th
or the

meet the co0S

target €0
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the pl’OViSiOﬂ of safe drinki twi
l’ll’lkll‘lg water because th
e two facilities go i
g hand in hand

in enhancing the health of the target communities

In view of the useful role w i
ater services play in i
the lives of th
e rural

communities in Northern Ghana, it W
. it was proper to use the chi square (x*) to

find out the association of the programme interventions on rural househol
ouseholds

access to port ble wat i :
portable wa er services. The table below depicts the chi-square (Xz)

sociation of the programme On households with

tests on the significant a$

access to water services pefore and after the programme

rvices index
BF AF BF AF BF AF

Table 13: Water s€

Time fram¢

Before (BF) (1990- 1996) Savelugu/ West Bongo
After (AF) (1997-2002) Nanton Mamprusi

Number of households

without access to safe 138 67 100 54 120 9
drinking water before and

after the programme

Number of households with

access to safe

nd after the 22

w
Programme 93 20 6 ) )
NIIZO 120 124 124
X 68.43 38.34 o6
Source: Field surveys 200
df=1 at 5% signiﬁcant level
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Note: Bf s
tands for before the programme while Af stands fi
nds for after the

programme.

The re
sults of the x* tests for access to water servic
es are shown i
in

I able 13 fora the three d.StI"CtS The tests re
Il 1Stricts. Vealed a signiflcant d
ifference in

th 13 .

ramme. The computed x* for Savelu
gu / Nanton, We
1ton, st Mamprusi and

4 .
and 20.67 respectively, all greater than the theoretical
retica

prog

Bongo are 68.43, 38.3

value of 3.84. The programme certai
nly has had si i
gnificant effect
on

olds water services since the abs
olute numbers 0
f household wi
with

househ
es after the programme are greater than those before th
e

access to water servic

programme.
velugu/Nanton the absolute number of household
eholds

On one hand, in Sa

rvices pefore the programme Wwas 138 but aft
after the

without water S€

he number of hous
r hand, the number of households with water servi
Ivices

programme ¢ cholds without water services reduced to 67
0

that is, 2 1%. On the othe
amme was 22 but after the programme it

for Savelugu/Nanton pefore the progr
323%.

increased to 93 that is,
In West Mamprusi, the absolute number of households wi
s without water

was 100 but after the programme it
was

pe programme

vices pefore 1
s showing 2 reduction of 46%. As reg d
. ards the

54 nousehold
of households with water services, it was 20 befi
efore the

gramme it rose 66 showing 230% increase. |
e. In
ogramme the absolute number of households with
ithout

as 120- After the programme 96 households were recorded
€a as

that is, a fall by 20%. With regard to household
olds
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with water services there was a eat i v
great impro ement by 600 T
Y %. The ab

numbers were 4 pefore the programme and 28 after the programme. I
e. It can be

concluded that the programme h
as had a positive igni
significant im
pact on

households’ access to water services in the districts

In conclusion, the chi-square test
revealed that there i
was significant

with regard t0 households’ access to water services aft h
after the

h area. However, notwithstanding the contributions

change

me in the researc

program
ners in the rural water sector as observed earlier, th
e
b

of other development part

world Vision Ghana had played a significant role in providing safe d inki
rinking

mmunities in the Savelugu/Nanton district. These

o some rural €O

water ¢
ked access 10 safe drinking water SOUrces; hence, they

communities hitherto lac

were prone t0 2 number of water-borne diseases Thus, it i
. s, it is not surprisi
sing that
these peneficiary communities ar now free from periodi
jodic outbreak
of water-
porne diseases namely guinea worm, cholera, typhoid and trachoma

Education
in recent times, development partners, academicians, and th
s the
na are laying emphasis on education as key to developm
ent

ment of Gha
in Northern Ghana- world Vision Ghana sees education as a major component
en

govern

package in the peneficiary communities. The purpose
was

pacity of rural communities in Northern Ghana and al
so to

acquire the necessary skills and knowledge to improve
upon

s of living thereby eliminating poverty, misery, deprivation and
, n an
[ine with this conviction, world Vision Ghana encouraged th
€

suffering: "
their children O school to enable them to acqui
1re

rural €O



knowledge and functional literacy skills to undertake meaningful devel
evelopment

programmes in their respective local communities

Speciﬁcally, school enrolment stands for the process of
of getting

children ages 5-15 years into the formal school programme to facili
acilitate

acquisition of literacy and other functional skills by the youth.. the 1
. people in

Northern Ghana were totally denied education for a long time due to th
o the

l H l S at M ? : M M .
S

finally provided for the citizens of the North, it was observed to b fu
e woefully

inadequate and poorly resourced (Bening, 1990). The low educational
cationa

rthern Ghana, as noted in the baseline by World Vision Ghana

situation of No

showed that 52.6% of children aged 5-15 years never went t0 school. Agai
. Again,

63% of girls in the same age category never went t0 school. It was furth
. urther

some communities as high as 29.8% of their total populatio
n

noted that in

never had any kind of formal ed

ucation because of inaccessibility

It was pased on the deprived nature of some of the districts in North
orthern

Ghana that world Vision Ghana adopted the Area Development Prog
ramme

¢ Concept by collaborating with beneficiary communities in providi
iding

educational infrastructure and logistics such as school buildings, hostel
> oste S,

District

teaching and learning materials in the form of textbooks and
n

school furniture,

00kKs. world Visio

hools. In some cases, it paid the school fees of the needy

exercise b n Ghana also provided school feeding to pupils i
m

some selected rural sC
put brilliant pupils in the beneficiary communities.
Considering these interventions, it was appro priate to carry

out an

impact analysis of the programme by focusing on whether the programme had
e ha

made an impact on the educational situation in its Area Develo
pment
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Programme District i
s. This was assessed b
y comparing before
and after the

programme interventions. For instance, in the ‘o ’
> verseas’ area of the West

M g .
amprust District, there Were virtually no school buildings and in so f
me of the

communities where school buildings exi
isted, they were
) poorly constructed
and

easily washed off by heavy rains. Besides, frequent flooding of the ri
rivers and

streams in the area and parts of Bongo District impeded easy mov
ement of

children to school. This situation contributed la
rgely to poor school
nrolment
Northern Ghana.

in the deprived rural communities in

It was noted that in some of the rural communities in the stud
y area,

the programme had provided 70 day-care centres, fully furnished to att
attract

parents £0 enrol their youns children in school. In the ¢
. overseas’ communiti
nities
pment Programme District, classrooms and

of the West Mamprusi Area Develo

were built in three separate rural communiti
ies through the
programme;

offices
mmunities lacked school facilities. For example, bef
B ore

previously, these €O

chool enrolment of children aged 5 — 15 years by household
seholds

the programme S

Mamprusi district in particular was 20%, but after the prog
ramme

in the West
n the Savelugu / Nanton District, school enrolment of

it rose to about 80%. I

children aged 5~ 15 years before the programme was 23.8% but after th
. s r the

ose to 70.5%. Before the programme, school enrolment of

programme it r
ed 5 - 19 years
tly to 96.8%.

children ag in the Bongo district was 95.2%, but after th
> (<1

programme it rose sligh
It is worth noting that in view of the intervention, the provisi f
’ ision 0

ure has largely improved. The children were no longer lyin
g on

school furnit
use stones as improvised furniture in the classroom
s.

ies to write of

their bell
s observed that both parents and pupils had developed

it wa

217



interest in fo i
rmal education because of the availability of classr
ooms equipped

W ith ful ll. ture t 1
1tur that enhanced eaChlng and learnhlg ill the b
Cr leﬁCial'y

communities. ith i i u
hus, with lmprovement in classroom environmen hrough th
I t throug t
€

intervention
s, parents were now encouraged to enrol their wards i
rds in school
b

thereby raising school enrolment to an appreciable level

Furthermore, children in (CIP) programme also provided
some

assistance in the form of school uniform to i
pupils who could n
ot afford. The

programme, for instance also encoura
3 ged school pupi
pils to keep sm
all

ruminants and birds. This programme had so far benefited ab
about 300

beneﬁciaries in the Northern sector alo is i
ne. This interventi i
ion assistd benefici
ciary

school pupils t© sell some of the small rumi
inants and birds to m
eet the cost of

ol materials such as school uni
niforms, exerci
, exercise books
, pens and

basic scho

The programme also paid school text book user fees, cultural /
s ura SportS,

pencils.
for the needy pupils in the beneficiary communiti
ities.

ool feeding fees

and sch
ementary school feeding programme organised for th
e

The CIP and the supp!

beneficiary communities led to an increase in sch
ool attendance fr
om about
n aged 5.15 years t0 41-45% nearly five years after th
er the

29% for childre
ose to 80-85 %, depending on whether there

interventions: In some places, it r

eding programme
o note that before the programme teach
’ ers’

was school fe in place.

important t
rtually non-existent in most rural communiti
ies,

It is

. .ularly in the Area Development Programme Districts. Teachers h
. ers had to

km each day to schools from nearby towns This resulted
. ulted in

absenteeism, and general low o
» utput of most
rural teachers

mon problem that teachers faced was ac
commodati Thi
on. This
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situation seri
seriously affected the academic performance of rural h
ral schools in b
oth

internal a inati
nd external examinations. It is, therefore, no w
’ onder th
at

performance in the Basic Educ i
ation Certificate Examinati
mination (BECE) b
Y

school candidates in Northern G
hana before the
programme had bee
n

¢ . .
he Community Day Senior Secondary Schools

generally poor. For example,

ates in Northern Ghana performed i
poorly in the Seni
or Secondary

candid
School Certificate Examination
s, conducted by the W
est African Examinati
mination

Council in June 2003. Their poor
) performance in the said i
examination graded

by the Ghana Education Service made them
to occupy the bottom positi
position in
the ranking table for the schools that took i
part in the June 200
3 School
before the programme, candidates at

Certificate Examination. For example,
o and Gowrie Senior Secondary Schools scarcely qualified f
or

both the Bong

the University Entrance Examinations. How i
. ever, with the provisi
ision of hostel

y the programme for both boys and girls and the assistance gi
iven to

facilities b
general performance in public examinations

edy students the

some ne
provement at individual school level, with a
) pass

registered a remarkable im

of 10% to oVer 40% in each succeeding year.

rate
as observed that before the programme, there
’ were no

Finally, it W

ational training centres in most
parts of Norther
n Ghana,

hnical and vO°©
deprived districts. H

tec
ence
, there were no avenues for acquiring

especially in the
yocational skills i
lities in the form of technical institutes and

technical and n several Northern Ghana communities. T
ies. Thus,

the absence of training fac

d not make these “graduates” to realise their full
r fu

al schools di

yocation
potentlals in the area of dressmaking, woodwork, leatherw
’ ork and cloth
weaving with the advent of the programme, a vocational centre has b
as been
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i i . . .

y Orld i i

. .

1 ed diS i i

Northern Ghana $0 as to meet the growing vocational needs of the h
youth in

order to enhance their capacity to become self-employed. In bri f th
. ef, the poor

ion in Northern Ghana is gradually changing for the bett
etter.

level of educat
This is due t0 the pragmatic measures put in place by World Vision Gh
ana and
the District Assemblies. However, it must be noted that the program
me needs

fy its collaboration with other NGOs in Northern Ghana
S0 as to

to intensi
elevant educational facilities in target districts i
in

the provision of r

enhance
rd of formal education in Northern rural communiti
ities

order tO raise the standa
that can be comparable to the standard attained in the urban centres of Gh
o ana.
It has become necessary at this stage of the thesis to assess the i
impact

of the programme on household school enrolment before and aft h
er the

programme implcmentation in the beneficiary communities. The table (14
. e )

pelow shows the x2 tests on school enrolment by households before and aft
after

the programme in the study districts.
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Table 14: Education Index

BF AF BF AF  BF AT

Savelugu/ West Bongo

Rate of Access Nanton Mamprusi

Number of households

access to education

he 124 38 108 24 6 4

without

before and after

programme
Number of households with
122 12 96 118 120

access 1o education before 36

and after the programme

Total 160 160 120 120 124 124

92.46 118.79 0.42

XZ

Source: Field surveys 2002

gniﬁcant level

df=1at 5% si
the programme; Af stands for after the programme

Note: Bf stands for before
while access to education stands for proximity and education subsidies
2 ests for access to education are shown in Table 14

The results of the X
cts. The tests revealed a significant difference in the

for all the three distri
without access t0 education before and after

seholds with and

number Of hou
ra]’n]‘ne. Ihe CO“IPUtEd X |: . l“gu/Na"tO"a W est MamplUSi a d
n

the prog
6, 118.79 and 0.42 respectively. Thus, with the exception of
0

Bongo are 92.4

ere the figure is less than the theoretical value of 3.84, Savelugu/
. 1y ugu

Bongo Wh
Nanton and West Mamprusi have figures that are greater than the theoretical
no doubt, has had significant effect on households’

value. The progr amme,
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access to education since the absolute number of households with
access to

education after the programme is greater than that before the programme. Thi
. This

is as a result of prox1mity of educational institutions in the rural comm iti
unities.

The assistance given 10 needy children in the form of school uniforms and
s an

educational subsidies had facilitated access to education in the thr d
ee stuay

districts.

On the other hand, in Savelugu/Nanton the absolute number of
0

ss to education fell by 72%. Before the programme, it

households without acce

was 124 but after the programme it was reduced to 38 while the number of
ro

with access 10 education for Savelugu/Nanton rose by 239%; that
0, thal

households
e it was 36 but after the programme it increased to

is, before the programm

122.
In West Mamprusi, the absolute number of households without access
to education pefore the programme was 96 but after the programme it was

reduced 10 12, showing 2 fall by 86%. The absolute number of households
with access to education Was 24 before the programme but after the

g, showing 2 rise by 350%. In Bongo, before the

households without access 10 education

after the programme, it fell by 33%. The number of

being without access to education was 4. With regard

-+ access 10 education, the absolute numbers were 118 before

me and rose 10 120 after the programme, signifying a slight
ment of 2%.

oncluded fro

act on house ’ i
p holds’ access to education in

improve
m the above analysis that the programme has

It can be ©

had 2 signiﬁcant positive im
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Savelugu/Nanton and West Mamprusi districts, two out of the th
’ e three

beneficiary districts. However, in Bongo district there has not b
een any

significant jmpact on households’ access to education after the prog
ramme.

From the conclusion drawn from the data analysis based on the ch
e chi-

square 0R) formula, it has been revealed that there is significant difference i
ce in

th access to food self-sufficiency, safe drinking

the number of households wi

and educational facilities due to the effect of the programme Theref
. Therefore,

is that there is a significant difference in the number of
0

water,

the alternate hypothes

households with access to (1) food self-

(iii) educational facilities before an

sufficiency, (ii) safe drinking water and

d after the programme has been confirmed

to be true.

223



CHAPTER EIGHT

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS; RECOMMENDATIONS AND

[MPLICATIONS FOR POLICY

Introduction

This thesis explored and docum
ented World Visi
sion Ghana’s

rural development in Northern Ghana. It reviewed th K
e work of

Contribution to
NGO aCtiVitieS in general and that Oi W V 1
] ’ Orld 1S10N Ghalla 'n rt
1 Pa iCUlar i
, 1N

he work was prompted by the fact that skeptics view th
e

Northern Ghana. T

of NGOs as mostly visible through signboards and vehicles Cri
. Critics

activities
osit that the work of NGOs has 1o significant impact on the li
ives of the

p
further argue that NGOs simply duplicate

beneficiary communities. They

and, in some ©ases, they fail to collaborate with oth
er

development activities

nd beneﬁciaries in the execution of
programmes th
, thus rendering

social groups 2
productive. This chapter summarises the finding
s

their activities counter
e conclustons. The recommendations and implications fi
ns I10r

followed by th

policy are then discussed-

Summary of findings
The study revealed that NGOs generally undertook i
various

geared at promoting socio-economic developm
ent

nt programmes
| areas. world Vi

ana by providing some rural communities with

developme
sion Ghana had contributed to rural

in their operationa
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<oci . .
ocial and mfrastructural services through a number of p
rogrammes. The

programmes it undertook dealt with th
e appropriate measures
to promote rur
al

development in Northern Ghana.

It was observed from the study that World Vision Gh
ana’s

development activities Were
mostly located in the depri
eprived districts
of

a. In the selected districts,

Northern Ghan
' the poorest communities were

chosen t0 benefit from various development assi
assistances. Its activiti
. vities got to
ial groups because its officials worked in close collaborati
ion with

the right soct
nt partners such as the District Assemblies, unit
, uni

other interested developmé

S and Vi"age co
:llt its work. I was urther ObSCI'VCd that various
t f »

mmunity leaders 1n order to solicit their cooperation

committee

ort in carrying
partners in development made the communities feel
e

and supp

bodies recognized as

d their commltment to a very high level. The final outcom
e

uired various skills in project planning

and evaluation.

y came up with major and minor findings based on the health
y

d Vision Ghana and other development partner
S

mplementation

The stud

petween worl

operating in Northern Ghana. The major

relationshiP
findings related directly to what the

find with regard to whether World Vision Ghana’
a’s

in Northern Ghana had achieve its set

ing peneficiary communities t0 have access to food self
self-

educatlon/trammg facilities. The minor findin
gs
not form part of what the study sought to find out
u

, and hence were noted.
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Major findings

The major findin
gs of the study were draw.
n from a review
of World

Vision Ghana pro amme in he i
pr gl' s in t SIX Se]ected beneflciary comm 1
unities of the

three Area Development Districts in Northern Ghana on:

e agriculture (food self-sufficiency)

e provision of potable water

e formal education/training facilities

It was observed from the study that in Northern Gha
na rural
communities lacked adequate financial su i
pport to improve 0O i
n agricultural
order to achieve food self-sufficiency. In order to achieve f
ieve food

productivity in
ry communities,

iency for beneficia World Vision Ghana based its

self-suffic

Oder i i

programmes on the g
seeks 10 equip peneficiary rural communities with mod
modern

theory which
hancing agricultural productivity to ensure food
00

s and skills for en

techniqué
gsistance 10 rural beneficiary
communities, th
, therefore
b

self-sufﬁciency. Its a
ouseholds to overc

the dependency syndrome of looking up to external
rna

ome some problems facing food productio
n

enabled rural h

and in consequence break

their livelihood.

ort to improve
gnificant difference between ‘the before and
an

gs showed 2 si
y levels of the households in the benefici
iary

supp
The findin

after’ food self—sufﬁcienc
communities- The chang® was due t0 world Vision Ghana’s assi
a’s assistance to
rural

ts and implements t0 expand their farms. It
. It was

chase farm inpu

farmers t0 pur
s a result of the

vealed that a

attainment of food self-sufficiency

further 1€
rshiokor’ among children was no longer
a

o, ‘Ko
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common health problem; henc
; e, World Vision Gh
ana’s objective of

facilitating rural development is achieving positive results

A second major findin
g of the study was that
there was a signi
gnificant

differe
nce between access to potable water in beneficiary communi
unities before

and after world Vision Ghana’s interv i
entions. The provisi
ion of potable /

led to @ reduction in wat
er-borne disease
s such as typhoi
id,

drinking water
cholera, and guinea worm in the Savelugu/Nanton district in particul
icular.
A third major finding of the stud
y was that World Vi i
sion Ghana’s

interventions in formal education led to
a significant in
crease in the
construction of classrooms, which in turn enh
anced effective t
eaching and

ry communities. The interventions in education led t
)

g in the peneficia

in households’ acces

learnin
s to education and training in two of

nificant increase
namely, Savelugu.

a sig

the study districts,
district did not r
¢ Missionaries who had provided educational

a

/N
anton and West Mamprusi districts.

Howevel, Bo Ilgo 3 lg ificant Cha"ge because of it
its
t Wlth the CathOll

carlier contac
ructure for the communities since the 1920’s Th
. The

yision Ghana education/training programmes is th
at

e become functionally literate. As such, they are abl
) able to

people hav

ge in modern techniques related to issues such as food
00

nd health management.
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Minor findings

One of the minor findings from the study of World Vision Gh
ana’s

ote the formation of social groups which serve as a useful tool fi
ool for

mobilising rural people to work together in order to improve their li
r living

women groups in the beneficiary communities to

prom

tions. It also enabled
e from the NGOs and other financial institutions

condi

obtain financial assistanc

resulted from the fact that World Vision Ghana dealt
a

This positive outcomeé
with social groups rather than individuals in its beneficiary communities
nor finding was that

ana helped beneficiaries to acquire

A second mi World Vision Ghana’s contribution to

t in Northern Gh

rural development
general hygienic practices through its health

personal health and

knowledge on

education programmes. Thus, peneficiaries learnt to keep general household
s

n all the time. In addition, beneficiary communities learnt how t
0

utilities clea
t through planting of t

rees around their homes to

protect their environmen
dto check soil erosion.

serve as wind preaks an

Conclusions
rld Vision Ghana to rural development in

have prought some relief to the people in three areas:

ucture.

o educat
In agriculture world vision Ghana has provided credit facilities
extension services: farm implements and inputs as well as high breed animals
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to the beneficiary ommuniti
ciary © ities, resulting in improved food self:
self-sufficienc
y‘

With
respect t0 potable water, World Vision Ghana has p d
rovided potable

drinkin W inan mb
a 0
g ter in a nu er f beneflcnaly commumtles Ith 1
as also provid
ed

srooms thr mmuni initiati
ough €O unity initiatives, furniture, school
’ ool uniform
S,

s to some of it beneficiary communities.

clas

teaching and [earning aid

In all, three issues can be derived from the study:
. Rural people were made aware of thei
ir capabilities and limitati
itations throu
gh

s with World Vision Ghana. They also learned to culti
ultivate

their interaction

self esteem and confidence from NGO seminars training pr
’ ogrammes and

to
go and what steps to take to obtain

for solving community socio-economic problems;
b

assistance

artne wi h va i

P r it rious deve]opmem age ies £
ncies 1or

ple learned t0

o Rural peO
d kind to facilitate rural development in thei
eir

assistance in cash an

respective communities.
¢ rural people lack certain technical

udy showed tha

financial and human capac
ities to effect
ively plan and

for rural development. it, however, became cle
ar in the

gh World Vision Ghana’s contribution
to rural development,

y that throt
were able 0 acquire some basic knowledge and
€ an

commumtles
to handle problems faci
ng food self: i
-sufficiency
their respective localities.

a lot, though, that needs to be do
ne by World Visi
ision

peneficiary communities on the other hand
an
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2 tO

potable water and education and training

Recommendations

rn Ghana in the areas of food self-sufficiency, potabl
, potable

development in Northe

drinking water and education/ training, certain bottleneck
cks have to b
. e
overcome. In this respect, some recommendations emanating fi
tom this stud
y

are offered.

Food self-sufficiency

In order for Bongo,
oblems hindering food self-sufficiency, the fi
> orm of

gavelugu-Nanton and West Mamprusi district t
0
some of the pr

must be tailored to meet each dis

overcomeé
trict’ i
ict’s peculiar needs in the areas

assistance

of:

o Increas® in food production
Improvcd storage and preservation methods; and

tock production.

with regar
s are not relatively small in size but also h
ave

Imp

Ghana, therefore, needs to collaborate with th
e

~ world Vision

fficers to0 organise re
gular trainin
g worksho
ps to

agricultural extension 0

o rural farmers o how to improve the fertility of th
their

first, O

educate th
al materials 10 make compost manu
re to

he use of loc

farmlands through t
ent, By this process World Vision Gh
ana

the farms poor soil €O

fertilis€
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would be able
to use the endogenous concept and the moderni
ization theo
ry, as

acquired knowledge and skills ©
ould help improve
not only food i
production

techniqu
ques but also enhance the basket, straw weaving and
' and the sm
y - | ock
ustries in the respective local communities. In addition, W

. jon, World Visi

ision

0 . .
to the onchocerciasis free zone area in

Ghana should assist the farmers togoi

it of the Bongo dist

able water 0 attract farmers to increase food producti
ction using

d from the collaboration of World Vision Gh
ana

the western pa . .

P rict to drill boreholes at vantage i

! points
provide pot to

e and skills gaine

on services workshops.

knowledg

and the agricultural extensi
In the Savelugu/Nanton district, land for making large f:
arm size is

available, except that the farmers lack access to credit. World Visi
: ision Ghana
needs 10 assist the farmers to form cO . ’
-operatives to en
able them to

0 expa]ld theil fallIlS. Ill addiIIOIl belleflc‘aly
9 l

therefore,
it institutions t0 buy machinery and f:
arm

S ﬁnancial sup

i1l help them t
s training t0 enable them to overcome probl
ems

be given skill
od production.

involved in fo
rved that food

as also obse storage and
preservation
are key
ision Ghana need

in Bongo, Savelugu/Nanton and West

s to address in the districts to facilitate

ency. FOr example

ers must be trained in food storage and preservation sk
ion skills

si, the farm
e 0
ge on how to check post harvest losses after

ble them to gain knowled

on. Besid®

to ena
ons on the part of World Vision

s the expected acti

rs need t0 co-operate with World Vision Gh
ana

ommunities t0 attend and participate

encouraging peneficiary ©
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fully in all trainin
g workshops organised in ¢
ollaboration with agri
agricultural

extension officers.

Potable drinking water

From the study it was observed that each district had a peculi
uliar safe

m and, therefore, required special attention rather than
a

drinking water proble

t should, however, be borne in mind that apart from th
€

general approach. I

jary communities obtain from development partne
rs, each

assistance benefic
d to manage and maintain its water systems

s to be empowere

community need
istrict, in particular, most of the beneficiary

avelugu/Nanton d

In the S
sufficient potable water supplies during the dry

communities still experience in
from February to May each year majority of th
e

season. For example,
the communities fetch water from ponds and
an

s dry up; hence,

borehole
Ghana could add

world Vision ress this perennial water problem b
y

[es to replace th

ssist the communities to acquire skills in

dugouts.
e existing ones to ensure all year-round

drilling deeper boreho

tion, it could a

ply. In add
es and also institute a system that require
S

water Sup

aintenance of the borehol

cial contributions from th
d Vision Ghana sh

the m
ure regular maintenance of

e communities to ens

finan
ould place order for first class

the boreholes:
jes and make them available to the

istrict the issué of safe drinking water is different. Wat
. Water

and wells) provided by World Vision Ghana and othe
r
igh fluoride content which affects
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Assembly and the centr
al government t0 i
provide funds for the
Ghana Water

Beneficiaries in the Bon istri
go district should equall
y be prepared to m
ake some

ions in cash or kind to support the district assembly and Wo dV
r ision

c
es from the Vea dam to their respective local

contribut

Ghana to extend water servi

communities.

Education/ raining

In order for the beneficiary districts to realise the full benefits fi
efits from

world Vision Ghana’s contribution t0 rural devel :
opment in Northern Gh .
ana, it
people have acces

powers people t0 take their destiny into thei
r

is essential that all s to formal education and training. This i
. 1S 1S

necessary because education em

acquiring of m
e conditions for mod

odern technologys knowledge and skills that ¢
an

own hands by
ernizing food production as

le water and health services

i1able. The major problem, however, that faced th
€

es was that most girls were not enrolled in school; the f
; the few

educatio

ntered scho

1d Vision Ghan

Ol did l'lO i i

that ©
a needs 10 intensify its educational messages t
0

tion. Wor

educa
eir girl child in school and assist

ents in the gistrict on the need to enrol th

n to stay lon

literate wome

par
g enough t0 finish, at least, the basic educati
on,

such childre
n contribute immensely to households’
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n the Case Of i i i
tO

infrastructure to some of th
e rural communities i
which still la
ck basic

educational facilities: For example, in the "oV ’
er-seas’ area of the West

si district, certain communities still lack school buildings Child
. Children,

e. either have 10 walk some kilomet
) res to school or st i
op going to

ecessary that Wworld Vision Ghana collaborates with
i

Mampru

therefor

1. It is, therefore, 1

y and other developme

schoo
nt partners to build additional

the District Assembl

ntified [ocalities and encourage parents and guardi
ians to

school blocks in ide
in particular, in schools. In the Savelugu/Nant
nton

ol their daughters,

me problems facin
jon with the District Assembly to provid
e

enr
g formal education, World Vision Ghan
a

district, 10 overco

needs to increase its collaborat

n the remote communities.

school blocks i

s for policy

Implication
following implications for policy are

sions drawn, the

m the concly
ry of World Vision Ghana programmes in

Fro
he success sto

opment Programme concept which involves: givin
: g

dy communities for a long period of time (for example, 15

e to the Community Development Project (CDP)

ves S cattering projects over a wider area and with a short
er

anticipated that when projects are concentrated i
n

ported for a much longer time, such communiti
ies

rm of modern technology, knowledge and
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OI'

encourage NGOs in their areas of opera
concept so

he promotion of rural development in Northern Gh
ana

as to ensure t

world Vision Ghana which collaborates with other NGO
. - s in Northern
Ghana In organizing seminars and training workshops m

eant to reduce

rivalry among the various development partners. The collab
orative efforts

among the NGOs help t© reduce the rate
of duplication of
programmes in

s. Besides, the collaborati
ative process
enables World

some communitie
Vision Ghana in particular to achieve i
its set goals in N
orthern Gha
na. For
example, World Vision Ghana’s goal of facilitating rural devel
opment in

n Ghand is yielding positive impact i
n the areas of fi
ood self-

Norther
ing Water and education in the Slll(l
Yy districts i
. POllcy

sufficiencys safe-drink

rs should, therefore, other NGOs to collaborate with
ith each

make encourage
other in order tO achieve their set goals, a ;
, as outlined in
the Goal

Optimisation Model in Figure 2.
t Programme (ADP) concept calls for total
a

Deve]opmen

nt of resources and collabor

The Ared
ation with wider interest groups

commitme
ion of sustainable rural projects that

facilitating the implementat

thereby
[ of enhancin

g rural development in Northern Gh
ana.

have the potentia
policy makers should, therefore, encourage other NGO
s operating in

hana 10 first seek the co-operation and i
interest of thei
e

Norther? G
er t0 make the att

ainment of their set goals in Northe
m
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Areas for further research

From the research findings, the researcher recognised that furth
urther

research needs 10 be done in orde
r to draw reasonabl
e conclusions
on some
bution to rural development in

issues relevant to World Vision Ghana’s contri

Northern Ghana. These include:

g the capacity of some of the NGOs operating in the North i
in

o Assessin
effectiveness OF otherwise towards the promotion of
0

order to establish their

rural development in Northern Ghana.

e various approache
ices, and World Vision Ghana. This type of

o Comparing th s to rural development adopted by Plan
atholic Relief Serv

Ghana, C
determination of the strengths and weaknesses of

will facilitate the

study
pted for rural develo

the approaches ado pment programmes in Northern

Ghana.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I
CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT STUD
IES
UNIVERSITY OF CAPE COAST
INTERVIEW
. SCHEDULE ON THE CONTRIBUTIO
SION GH -
ANA TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN NO -
RTHE
GHANA .
INTERVIEWE :
R: QUESTIONS IN THIS INTERVIEW
. SCHEDUL
ARE BE ANSWERED BY HOUSEHOLDS i
A Background information
1 (a) District-r-reeo
o (b) Village.....
gex: Male [ ] Female o
4. Educational ground:
None [ ] Primary [ ]
ight
Nigh [ ] Secondary [ ]
widdle sch° [] Other specify.
N oCcupat10“ Major .............................................
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FOOD SELF-SUFFICIENCY

6.

10.

Have you any knowledge of NGO’s?

@ Yes [] ® No []

hree types of assistance NGOs provide to

If yes to question 6 then list t

enhance food self-sufficiency in your community.

Type of Assistance

e
-

pefore the NGOs intervention in

agriculture in your mmunity
) Less than 1 acreé [ ] (i)  3-5acres [ ]
(iii) 1-2 acres [ ] Gv) Sacrest [ ]
State s many f rms of innovations in farming that has been introduced
you through the NGOS intervention
I
S
I —
S
v) f .... output Jast YOUT nousehold throughout the year before
pid your ar
he progré m | o No | ] © Somehow [ ]
(a) Yes [



n of your farm produce could you store before th
re the

1. What fractio
programme for future use?
@ Al ] (iv) [lessthanor equal to % []
(i)  Less than or equal to %2 [ 1 () lessthanor cqualto% [ ]
(iii) More than % [ 1 o) None [ ]

12. After the programme what fraction of your farm produce are you able
to store for future use?
@ Al [ ] (v) About? 01
(i) About 72 [[1 () lessthan¥ []
(iii) More than %4 [ ]

13. Indicat whether beforé or after the programme your farm output was
register sufﬁcient to meet your household food requirement?
(Tick one of the following)
@ Y [ ] ® No I ] ©)
gomehow []

WATERISA TATION SERVICES

4. 1 dicate hether ter / sanitation services were accessible to your
somm pefore the rogramme? -+

I pefore h program e your communities suffered from acute water
problem then state the common water borne diseases that were

ur localit)’

.................
cesae

.....
.o

i
s’
........
.o
AR
.................................
......
......

------
eet?
"""""""
oot
AP
et



..................
................................
--------
-------
.....
......

(V) oeversmemm I
16.  List the various forms of assistance the programme provide to hel
clp

solve acute water / sanitation problem

s in your community?

........................................................
..........
.......
oo
..........................................................
........
.......
csee

.............................................................
........
........

seee
------------------
.......

...............................................
.

hether after t

........................................................
........
ees

17. [ndicate W

...................
..........
..........

...........
........................
.........

me there gtill exist some water borne diseases in

1. If afte
mmon ones in order of magnitude\de

do list the €©
still exist.

...............
........

......
.....

...............
-----------------
.....
......

--------------------
........
......

............
-----------------
------
......

......................
..........
sene

.............
............
e
.....
ee

.............................
......

.e
...........
...........
X
-----
-----

¢ listed answers whether before the

ge 5-15 years were enrolled

(c) Somehow [ ]
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20.

21.

22.

23.

List three major socio-economic problems that limit participation i
n in

education / training in your community prior to the programme

.......................................................
.........
.......
........
.

........................................................
.......

--------
.......
e

.......................................
--------

--------
..

Has school enrolment by households in your community increase after

€ intervention? [ndicate by stating:

@ Y€ [ ] ® No [
(©) Somehow [ ]
State any three types of knowledge and skills which members of your

gramme for solving community

development problems
e
e
T
What 1S your personal assessment of the World Vision-Ghana’s
mmes i your community? Tick the appropriate Column.
progra |
(@) Excellent [ ] (5 points)
) very good [ ] “4 points)
Good [ ] 3 points)
(c) ’
Fair [ ] 2 pomts)
d ai
@ [ ] ( points)
r
@ B .
0 very 600 [ ] © pomts)
(
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APPENDIX II

C
ENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE COAST
A QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE CONTRIBUTION OF WORLD VI
GHANA TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHE SION
RN GHANA
A QUEST JONNAIRE FOR OFFICIALS OF SOME NGOS
A. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1. Name GENGO: oosereems st
2 Type o
a. Intemational [ ] b. National [ ]
c. Community Based Organization [ ]
(Tick the one pphcable)
3. a. Country sorigin: - b. NGO: «evvvvevnvvnnnne
4. Method of g e
5. year f [nitial Oop ration i GhANA: -eseeeeree T
1 No thern o
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peration in the Northern Region:

6. Area of 0
N T

___jfiffit:f—-—— Name of Tows Name of Villages
///
7 What are your objectives in the Northern Region?

(a) gl e

(b) Modiﬁed ................................................................

If b. state reasons for T e P
8 what is YOUT vision for the rural people of the North?
9 What are you ethods of operatlon

W

iy |

jve the vernment departments/DAS in your rural
invo v
10. Do you
mme

ment Pr gra |
develop ®) No [ ] © Sometimes [ ]

(2) yes [ ]

» involvé o oo

11. Ifyeshow b

,,,,, , nvo]vethe ,,,....-a-o-----u--nu.-........,_““_.

on’t YO !

l 2. If no hy d ------------------------------------------------

.
......
eo®®
.....
.
.....
.



S8 (8| Z
= o =] =)
11
= | 2 o
1 | g
< g

a. Agro-farming/use of compost manure 713
2 |1

b. Bullock/donkey farming
seed/animal/birds 713 |2
1

<. Use of improved
reservation

joss/food storage/p

d. Techniques in post harvest

FOOD SELF-
13 Does Your NGO provide assistance 0 rural people to achieve tood
self—sufﬁciency?
@ Y [ ] ® No [ ]
14, Ifyes t0 question what typ® of assistance do you provide? List them
rder of 1mportanc
S
O
Ot
15. 1 dicat® arking the @ ropriat® response against the following
listed activitic® show th emphasis YO! attach to each to enhance
food S¢ f- ufﬁcienc peratlonal areas
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16.

How would you rate the outcome of your contribution to realising and
an

sustaining food self-sufficiency with regard to the following?

< | =
(1]
5Q
=S 18
// =3
b. Provision of technical services and drugs t0 “heck animal/poultry AERERY
diseases insect pest
< Provision of water sources 0 ensure all year round farming S RTRE
d. Provision of knowledge 7 skills to minimise post harvest loss S ERERE
WATER/ SANITATION SERVICES
17 Does Your NGO get involve in providing water / sanitation services to
ves | ] (b) No [ 1]

18.

19.

of assistanc® does your NGO provide 1o enhance

If yes: what for

access © potable water b rural pouseholds?
R
R
(iii) ...............................................
(iv) wmghste ster 6O diseases have over Years been
The oll° Less ¢ cafe drinking Water by most rural
gribute to lue o ate YOUT contribution towards reducing the
Commumtles’ . <0aSC otolerable Jevels?

occurrenceo such %%
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Target Group(s)

__//f

a.

-
ution / training in your target beneficiary

23. How do you rate your contrib

rural communities‘?

@  Poor
(b) Fair [ ]
() Good [ ]

[ ]

(d) very good
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APPENDIX III

CENT
RE FOR DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE COAST

RIBUTION OF WORL
p VISION GHAN
A TO RURA
L

DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHERN GHANA
R OFFICIALS OF GOVERNMEN
T

CONT

.....................
................
-----
.....
X
.o
voe
-----
Ry

....................
.................................
-----
.....
------
.....
......

...............

......................

..........
-----------------
.....
-----
e

....................................

PROBLEMS AN
ment/Ministry/District Assembly able to p d
rovide

Is your epd
roblems Confronting rural develop

ment in the

----------
...........

......
..........
sren
.o
.....

..........
...........
vess
.
sens
vess

..................



Do NGOs in your operation area provide some assistance towards

solving problems affecting rural development? If yes list those NGOs

and the types of assistance they provide.

Names of NGOs Type of Assistance

-
.

-

- —

jous Stages (planning Im

mes? If yes, which of the stages

plementation) of

the NG
hy?
do the NGOs involve you and why
(i) Stages of Involvement ...............................................
(ii) reasonsi-++
. | atisfie with the Contribution of NGOs in
ou fully 9
o r efforts in promotmg rural development?
u
1ementmg
oo ] (b) No [ ] © Somehow [ ]
yes [
(a)
Os work / operation require
pat 85PE%° of the NO
views
In your
(l) ...............................
iy e

Lo’
e’
.
.
.e
.o
.
.
.
.



our Observation and R
ecommendation of NG
P 3 s Os

What are Y
o /
Contribution to rural development in yomi’district?
(i) Observations:...--==+=** vecasees o
‘\. sessssseccoc e
\
..... ‘
(i) Recommendations:..... ......... ereeeneeaenes

---------------
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APPENDIX IV

CENTRE
FOR DEVELOPMENT STUD
IES

UNIVE
RSITY OF CAPE COAST

FO
CUS GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Food Self-Sufﬁciency
nthe i
increase Of decrease in your locality
ity durin
g the

Are crop yields ©

I.
ast five years:
| et
. at factors cco S
ran i
y swer o Question 1?7
3. Wwhat tyP® assistanc® o you receive from oo s
o enhan
‘ | ce fo
roductlon in your Locality od
4 " s ould you want the NGOs assistance to COVer in
order to
enhanc® food € f- ufﬁciencyl he district

.
ven
.....
R}
oo

s
.......................
...........................
........
......

R
......
"""""""""""
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Health / Nutrition
5. What major common health problems confront your communi
unity

members during the last five years?

---------------------------------------------------------
--------

.......

......
......

.......
..................

------
.

........................................

for the prevalence of the common diseases you have

6 What account
mentioned above
7. what form of assistanc® would you want NGOs to provide to enable
your community overcome its health problems
water/ Sanitatio®
i its water supply from?
ou comrnumty gets | )
8. What sources
water YO r community members us€ for household
9 Does the tyP°® ‘
sk have any ffect on their health status?
ervices 2 for drink! g
........... 4ssisting your community t© overcome its
are
10. In what way
{)
. eedS
eriOdlc water n .............................



Education / Training
ctors account for either the high or low school enrolment i
in

11. What fa
your community for the past five years?

{2, What role do NGOs play it . fluencing access to education / training
in your community

..............
---------------------
.o
----------

.......................
.......
.

.....
............
................
eee®
----------
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APPENDIX V

AN OUTLINE OF CALCULATED CHI SQUARE (1) STATISTICS
Observed T able — Food self sufficiency: Savelugu/Nanton
Time Frame BF AF Total
without 148 28 176
Wwith 12 132 144
Total 160 160 320
Expected Table — Food self sufficiency: Savelugu/Nanton
Time Frame BF AF Total
Wwithout 88 8 176
with 72 72 144
Total 160 160 320

ota
4 Tab RC,
a Sz
Formula aPplled for Expect® n
sum of th Row of observed data
Ri
where Jm of ith Column of observed data
Ci =
' ow and Column (320)

\

262

THE LIBRARY
NIVERSITY OF CAPE C0ASY



Chi Square (%) Table: Food self sufficiency: Savelugu/Nanton

Oi Ei
148 88
28 88
12 72
132 72
Formula used for Chi —square

Where : Oi
Ei

Oi-Ei

60
-60
-60

60

(Oi - Ei)z

3600
3600
3600

3600

* =Z(O,. _El)z/Ei

i=1

Observed data

Expected data
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40.91
40.91
50
50

181.82



